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Naha DFAB Director General

extends New Year’s greetings
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Masanori Nishi
Director General, Naha Defense Facilities Administration

Happy New Year!
I sincerely hope that the people of Okinawa and the U. S. military
community had a great New Year, spending time with family and friends
and enjoying the holiday in their own ways. As we face the year before us,
throughout the world, despite differences in language and
culture, people wish and pray for the same thing: that the

RSB it Je) |
[Lg St

HEBODTEITETNVET,

HEROEE TKEREGREOERICBEIMELTE. TF
FERHH R & CTRWEWIC, THREE T —HEBICHLWERE
Wz IcHxm>TWnWB T EEBWET, HFEHFDOALICE ST,
SHEDXLDENEH D FITH, EDOHDIC,
CDNVENZENTEZEHLTH D TTHRIC

coming year will be peaceful and full of happiness.

It has been six months since I assumed the title of
the 19" General Director of the Naha Defense Facilities
Administration Bureau, and during that time I have
experienced many different situations. On August 13,
a Marine Corps’ CH-53D heavy helicopter crashed at
Okinawa Kokusai University’s administration building
in Ginowan City and burst into flames. Another mishap
took place October 4, when two F15 fighter jets came
in contact with each other while flying above the ocean
south of Okinawa’s main island. While it is fortunate that
no Okinawans were injured in either case, three Marines
were hurt in the helicopter accident. Additionally, it
is regrettable that houses and other personal property
were damaged due to the helicopter accident and that
Okinawans sustained mental distress.

The role of our bureau is to maintain defense facilities for use by the
Japanese Self Defense Forces and the U. S. Military Forces on Okinawa. At
the same time, we seck to gain understanding and support from residents
who live in the areas where those facilities are located. There is no doubt
that accidents such as the above-mentioned ones pose a threat to the
mutual trust that has been built overtime between the residents and us. I
would like to note, however, that accidents are also unacceptable for the
U.S. military because they pose a life-threatening danger to their comrades;
therefore, I would like to ask the people of Okinawa to understand that the
U.S. military is making earnest efforts to prevent accidents.

Also, Marines, service members from other branches and civilian
employees stationed on Okinawa are sincere and friendly people. Anyone
who has met and interacted with them through various volunteer activities,
including the English teaching assistance program, has seen that quality in
them.

There are unsettled territorial disputes and other difficult issues
surrounding Japan. To maintain the security of our nation, it is critical that
the nation adheres to the Japan-U. S. Security Treaty. The role of the U. S.
military in Japan is vital not only to the security of Japan but also to peace
and stability in the Far East.

However, I am fully aware that an excessive burden of national
security responsibility must not be imposed on Okinawa. As the national
government’s agency in charge of providing base facilities within Okinawa,
we will not spare any effort to ensure the safety and well being of residents
in the base-hosting communities.

We believe that the steady implementation of the SACO final
agreement, especially the relocation of Futenma Air Station, will enable
us to help reduce the burden on Okinawa; therefore, we will make utmost
efforts to see it through.

Lastly, I would like to extend my sincere wish that the coming year
will be a great one for everyone.

=

-

2,

Masanori Nishi

EFEEDEES GBI B VET,

RO 19 RO FRFEBL AR B E & L TRt
LT, ¥EMEBEE LIz, ZORWAWARLRE
MNHOEL=, 8 H 13 HiclE., KB CH-
53D KEINY WWEHEFETNOIMREERR KRS 1 5
BEICHEAL, BRE, RETDLEVIEBRINE
HHEE DXL, £72. 10 H 4 H., Wil
AEFH FICBWTFE 15 BRI o zehifih=
WH O E LI, FEWICEIREDOEEAD A
WEIHOEFATLUED, NIERICHH-T
X, 3HOmBEKENEELTLEWL., £z,
RO - Tom TREBHFICHENEL, BRED
EREC O R 5 2 -2 L3R L TH
DEI,

WIFORENT, BN CTEMKE OTLEI
HE %o TWABMERERIC DWW T, B0 )7 4 o iR
TS TREL CHEHTEDIREBICHR TS LT,
TOXSEERDOIFERZ. cNETEDLDNIEBEVOETEE
RERS L DA D FH A, 7272, REOERRIC CHETE
TV DIE, KEICES>TE, FRIIH>TEESHEVED
THO., PEOMZEFERICE 5T HIKEEL Tz, BER
BH e BANCER TSI ETT,

Fiz, BEKEZIZUD, WHICHELTWVAKEAN - &
JElE. BET, JLVRU—THBZ&IE. RTVT 474
FPHEBHREYF TS LI, EHICHELIEC DD
LEREICIE T B WERET B EEBEVET,

BHOEORECIZETRIEZIZ UY & T 5 HENES T
BOFI, BKRLZREESZHDOERIFIAARADLZRICE > TR
MEERNCTETHO, FFHAKREFEORENEL, BOAEDLEDH
53, MEOFERELZEITE > TRIEBZNEDTT,

LA LEMNS, ZOHIMICGEER CEER’»NS T
Lk, RO S, BHoTWEELHTRWVWEEZET,
MIRNICET 2 EHE MR 2 H S B & LTk, 20
Mt ds A2 DHEICPSE TR EREmRNENS T L E2Y
ATED, FORDHOEBTZELLEDTIEHED EFXEA. 7
DREREE LT, HRERITHOBRZIHSD £ 9% SACO
RIS DB FRIZFFED, BREOGLZ OEHEBRICENS &
U, mARDOEHEMAERTNDE ET AT,

SAE 14E, EHREICE S TRBUVWMETHOET XS, 1
CHEELrTETWEREEET,

LT

©



Japanese employees receive
awards for longtime service
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Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

Words of appreciation touched the hearts of hundreds of Japanese base
employees during the Length of Service Awards Ceremony held by Naha
Defense Facilities Administration Bureau and the U. S. military on Okinawa
Oct. 26.

The annual ceremony recognizes employees who have reached 10, 20,
30 and 40 years of service under the Master Labor Contract or Indirect Hire
Agreement between the U.S. and Japanese governments. This year, 689
employees were honored.

“We wanted to celebrate this occasion
with the employees and all concerned parties
and pay our deepest respect to the awardees
at this significant milestone in their lives,”

said Masanori Nishi, director general, Naha . pAwards Ceremony s
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DFAB.

LtGen. Robert R. Blackman, Okinawa
Area Coordinator, expressed his appreciation
for the dedication and professionalism of
the Japanese base employees. “They are
valued members of the U.S. forces team
on Okinawa,” he said. “The stability and
contributions provided by these employees
are a cornerstone of our efforts here.”

One of this years awardees was Seifuku
Yagi, 51, who has been working as an
electronic repairman for the Marine Corps
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for 30 years.

“I'm overwhelmingly moved by the
presence and remarks of those who attended
the ceremony;” said Yagi during the reception
after the ceremony.“It made me feel good
and proud as a base employee that our hard
work over the past decades was rewarded by
such official and extraordinary recognition.”

“I have never been more thankful for
this job,” said 58-year old Shigeru Higa, who
has been working as a maintenance crewman on Camp Schwab since he was
18.

At that time, on-base employees were not paid well and endured
unstable employment status and labor conditions, according to Higa. Massive
discharges due to base realignments and bizarre work shifts and conditions
were not unusual, he added.

“But I took the job because employment opportunities were scarce in
northern Okinawa,” said the Ginoza native.

Yagi said that improvements in labor conditions and stability in
employment began in the late 1980s, thanks to continuing efforts and
understanding of the Japanese government, the U.S. Forces Japan, and
the Okinawa Prefectural Government. He also gave much credit to his
predecessors and the retirees who fought to win the conditions and benefits
enjoyed by current workers.

Nowadays, Okinawans consider jobs on base stable and very attractive,
said Yagi. “It is an undeniable fact that the job opportunities generated from
the U. S. Forces facilities are contributing to the employment and economy of
Okinawa.”

Approximately 8,700 Japanese work on military bases on Okinawa, and
more than 15,000 people submit applications annually to join their ranks,
according to the local Labor Management Offices.

bases, Yasuhiro Ganeko receives a Length of Service Award
from Masanori Nishi, director general, Naha Defense Facilities
Administration Bureau, and Col. Bradley E. Turner, acting
commander, Marine Corps Base Camp S. D. Butler.
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Local shoppers listen to the I MEF’s Dmeland Band during the Toys for Tots opening ceremony held at Chatan JUSCO Dec 5
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Marine Corps ‘Toys for Tots’
debuts in local community
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Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

The U. S. Marine Corps Reserve on Okinawa launched its first-ever
off-base “Toys for Tots” drive on Dec. 5, at Jusco in Mihama, Chatan
Town, and Toys “R” Us in Awase, Okinawa City.

“Toys for Tots” is an annual Marine Corps Reserve program that
benefits local communities by collecting new and unwrapped toys and
distributing them to needy children during the holiday season.

Since the program’s official inception in 1948, the Marine Corps has
been providing toys in local communities where they serve throughout the
world.

On Okinawa, the program started 13 years ago, and tens of thousand
of toys collected on U. S. military facilities have been provided throughout
military and Okinawan communities.

Last year alone, about 10,000 toys were distributed to Okinawan
children at various orphanages, schools for the physically and mentally
handicapped, and hospitals.

“Having the local businesses join the campaign this year makes the
whole program a much broader community effort,” said LtCol. Joseph J.
Garcia, officer in charge of Toys for Tots program.

“We really think it is a wonderful program, “said Hazuki Gushikawa,
vice manager of Awase Toys “R” Us. “Supporting it was an easy decision.”

“One of the most important aspects of Toys for Tots is that it provides
an opportunity for the Marine Corps and the local civilian community to
work together toward a community goal,” said Garcia during the opening
ceremony held at Chatan Jusco Dec. 5. I really appreciate that Jusco and
Toys “R” Us gave us the opportunity to do that.”

To mark the start of the first toy drive off base and entice local
shoppers to donate toys, the III Marine Expeditionary Force Dixieland
Band performed during the ceremony.

Ryukyu Jusco Chief Secretary Sonoko Gibu, who coordinated Jusco’s
two-week campaign for the program, said she had never heard of Toys for
Tots until she received the Marine Corps’ request for support this year.

Though Gushikawa and Gibu believe it may take time for people on
Okinawa to become familiar with the program, both said they hope that
their stores” support will help contribute to the program’s success.

The road to that success began shortly after the storefront concert at
Chatan Jusco, as shoppers began dropping off toys.

Junko Miyagi, from Ginowan City, was one of the shoppers who made

(Please see “Toys for Tots” on page 5)
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Hosp|ta|man F|rst Class Daniel S. Messer, 7th Commumcaﬂons Battallon serves a tradmonal turkey platter to Kame
Nakada during the 7th Comm. Bn. and Hikariga Oka Nursing Home'’s joint Thanksgiving celebration Nov. 23.
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7th Comm. Bn., Hikariga Oka gather for Thanksgiving

Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

Marines and their families from
7" Communications Battalion
celebrated a traditional Thanksgiving
dinner with their extended family,
the staff and residents of Hikariga
Oka Nursing Home in Kin Town,
Nov. 23.

Hikariga Oka Director Haruo
Ginoza said the two groups have
been celebrating Japanese and
American holidays together for more
than a decade.

According to battalion
commander LtCol. Gregory T.

Breazile, each company of the
battalion donated different dishes
for the Thanksgiving celebration.
“I had many family members come
to me saying that they wanted to
be involved,” he said. “Families are
a part of our Marine Corps, so I
thought it would be good not only
for Marines but also for family
members to come and interact with
the seniors here.”

Mitsu Afuso, 90, said the turkey
lunch was a “pleasant surprise” and
that she enjoyed having the feast and

the American company. “I had a
really good time. I'll tell friends who
missed this occasion all about it.”
Ginoza said throughout their
decade of exchanges, he has
learned that being respectful and
thankful for each other is the key
to their relationship. “Marines have
exhibited their genuine generosity
and friendship to the Okinawans,
treating us as their own families.”
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(“Toys for Tots” continued from page 4)
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a donation after the opening ceremony and concert. “I was really moved by
the heart of the program,” said Miyagi. “I also enjoyed the wonderful music
with my daughter-in-law and granddaughter and just couldn’t leave without
making a donation. So, I went back into the store and bought a toy.”

Similary, customers at Toys “R” Us also showed interest and began
donating toys shortly after collection boxes were put in place. “I hope our
support will help the program succeed this year and in the future,” said
Gushikawa, who added that Toys “R” Us hope to continue their support
of the program in the future.

“Starting with each toy that we collect, I hope that our goodwill will
reach out to a bigger circle of community through this campaign,” said
Gibu. “Our love for children is universal.”
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Marines help bring success to
local rehab center sports day
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Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

Koji Tomikawa, director of the Okinawa Prefectural Rehabilitation
Center for the Physically Disabled, was hesitant about inviting Marines to
participate in the Center’s recent Sports Day. After all, the event is usually
reserved for residents, staff, family and friends, so he was concerned about
the reaction he might get by inviting outsiders.

Tomikawa discovered his fears were unfounded, however, as “I have
never seen our residents so happy, which makes me happy,” he said.

Seventeen Marines from Camp Kinser along with 31 OPRCPD staff
joined forces Nov. 14 to stage what Tomikawa called the “biggest and most
successful sports day since the center
opened.”

Tomikawa said OPRCPD sought
Marine participation in the event after
he learned from one of his staff about
the Marine Corps’ numerous volunteer
programs in local communities. He said
he hoped that by inviting the Marines, he
could widen the group of people residents
are exposed to, which could help in their
rehabilitation.

During the sports day, residents were
divided into white and red teams to
compete against each other in a variety of
relay races, dances and contests.

Marines, OPRCPD staff and family
members cheered and assisted residents
and also participated in races, some of
which were modified to put all participants
on a level playing field. One event, which
proved to be quite a challenge for the
Marines, required them to maneuver a
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wheelchair to a piece of bread which was
hung from a string, pull the bread off
using only their mouth, and carry it to
the finish line as quickly as possible. The
Marines, however, were only allowed to
use one hand and one leg to maneuver the
wheelchair.

“T had a lot of fun in the race but also
found out how hard and frustrating it can be to control the wheelchair,” said
Lance Cpl. Mindy Haran, Headquarters and Service Battalion, 3" Force
Service Support Group. After the race, she said she had a greater awareness
of the difficulties faced by people in wheelchairs.

Marines weren’t the only ones who enjoyed the day’s events.

“My daughter and I haven’t laughed that hard in a long time,” said Junko
Kokuba, who came to support her husband. “Marines are such enthusiastic
and fun people. I really appreciate their coming today and making this event
so much fun for the residents and their families as well.”

Asahiro Fukuyama, who came to support his friend at OPRCPD,
danced and participated in the tug of war with the Marines. “Marines add
more color to the event, making the circle of friends beyond Okinawans.”

“We witnessed the wonderful volunteer spirit of the Marines from Camp
Kinser,” said Akira Oganeku, deputy director, OPRCPD, during the closing
ceremony. “T hope this will lead to more exchanges in the future.”

Lance Cpl. Timothy Nelson, H&S Bn., 3rd FSSG, hands a
beanbag to an OPACPD resident during the Nov. 14 sports
day “Beanbag tossing’ game .
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The Camp Courtney Eisa team perfects its routine during a Dec. 1 practice

ssion. The team performed durlng the Courtney Christmas Fest Dec. 11 and 12.
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Eisa unites Camp Courtney
and local community

ITAY—ZELilNG-
Fy 7 a—pr—LHiir

Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

With hopes of connecting people
of all ages and nationalities through
Eisa, Ryukyu Koku Matsuri Daiko
was founded 22 years ago by a group
of Okinawan youth and has played an
active role in spreading Okinawan Eisa
ever since.

For the past six years, one of the
group’s most fervent set of students has
been Camp Courtney service members,
civilians, and their families who form an
Eisa group each year to perform at the
base’s annual Christmas Festival, which
this year took place Dec 11 and 12.

This year’s Courtney Eisa team,
which consisted of 35 residents and nine
RKMD members, began practicing in
late October.

By Dec. 1, despite the members’
varying backgrounds and levels of
Eisa experience, the team was able to
complete the entire sequence of the two
songs they performed at the festival.

“I see a growing enthusiasm for Eisa and
Okinawan culture among the people on
base,” said Risa Toyama, a RKMT member
who has been volunteering to teach FEisa to
Courtney residents for five years.

According to Toyama, despite
language differences and limited practice
time, the Courtney Eisa team improves
each year, thanks to returnees who come
back to help teach newcomers. “It is our
pleasure to see them enjoy learning Eisa
and getting better at it,” said Toyama.

1stSgt. James Prokosch, 3
Transportation Support Battalion,
and his family were among this year’s
returnees. “We wanted to do it this year
again because this will be our last chance

before going back to the U. S.,” he said.

Prokosch said that while learning the
steps for the first time was very tough, it
has been a lot easier the second time. His
experience, he says, has enabled him to
help others who just started this year

Among the beginners was Karen
Rodriguez, who moved to Okinawa in
August of last year and had never seen an
actual Eisa performance off base before
she joined the group. Rodriguez said she
became interested in Eisa through her
son’s culture classes at Killin Elementary
School. “My friends who participated last
year also encouraged me,” she said. “Our
Okinawan teachers are so energetic, fun
and very friendly. I'm glad we came.”

Other beginners were GySgt. Brian
Priester, Communications Company,
3" Marine Division, and his wife Kumi
Higa, who decided to participate after
being inspired by their daughters’ Eisa
performance with a local children’s
group this summer. Though she is an
Okinawan native, Higa said she had
never tried Eisa before, but that she
and her family now practice together
whenever they can.

Toyama said her experiences teaching
Courtney residents helped her decide
on her college major. “Thanks to these
experiences, I became aware of my
interest in English,” said Toyama, who is
now a freshman majoring in English at
Okinawa Christian University.

“I love Okinawan culture, so if I can
help more foreigners as well as mainland
Japanese and local Okinawans see and
experience Eisa to deepen our friendship,
it’s a really rewarding experience for me.”
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IIT Marine Expeditionary Hlifaf (D>
Force promotes regional 3 3%

peace and stability

-1 & 225 7 e

Marine Corps Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Okinawa

As America’s premier force in
readiness, the Marine Corps stands
constantly prepared to meert the
challenges and opportunities of
a rapidly changing world. In the
Asia/Pacific region, that readiness
is embodied in the III Marine
Expeditionary Force (III MEF).

With its headquarters on Camp
Courtney, III MEF’s mission is to
maintain a forward presence in Japan
supporting the U.S.-Japan Treaty of
Mutual Cooperation and Security and
other alliance relationships in the Asia-
Pacific region.

MEFs, which are the Marine
Corps largest and most powerful
combat units, integrate ground, air,
and logistical support elements into a
mission-oriented, single-service team
called a Marine Air-Ground Task
Force (MAGTEF). The III Marine
Expeditionary Brigade (MEB) and 31"
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU)
are also MAGTF units operating out
of Okinawa under the III MEF.

IIT MEF’s four major elements
include its headﬂuarters; its ground
element, the 3" Marine Division
(3" MarDiv), which is also based on
Camp Courtney; its air element, the
1" Marine Aircraft Wing (1" MAW),
headquartered at Camp Foster; and
the service support element, the 3d
Force Service Support Group (3™
ESSG), based on Camp Kinser.

Most of the 17,000 Marines
stationed throughout Okinawa belong
to IIT MEF.

IIT MEF Marines engage in
about 70 combined or bilateral
training exercises annually in
countries throughout the Asia/Pacific
region, including Japan, Thailand,
the Philippines, South Korea and
Australia.

These exercises enable III MEF to be prepared to conduct operations
ranging from major combat and regional conflicts to humanitarian

assistance and disaster relief.

|

Photo by Lance Cpl. Joel Abshier
Lance Cpl. Jorge Rosas, logistics and support specialist, Joint
Task Force 535, carries a child of Infanta, Philippines, Dec.
16. Rosas was among the 600 Marines, sailors, airmen and
soldiers with JTF-535, providing humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief to the Philippines after the Quezon province was
devastated by storms.
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III MEF has played a significant role in humanitarian assistance

and disaster relief missions in
Bangladesh; Kobe, Japan; East
Timor; the Philippines, and most
recently, in tsunami-striken areas
in Asia.

III MEF Marines also seek
to be active members of the
communities in which they train
by hosting various volunteer
activities, both on Okinawa
and throughout the Asia/Pacific
region.

“IIT MEF service members
take much pride in participating
in volunteer programs and
friendship events as productive
members of the local community,”
said LtGen. Robert R. Blackman,
commanding general, III MEF.

“It is our way of making
a positive contribution to the
communities in which we live
and work.”

Photo by 1st Lt. Al Eskalis
Japanese Ground Self Defense Force members discuss excercise plans
with Marines from the Ill Marine Expeditionary Force during Exercise v =1 [fAEEAES L. B
Yama Sakura 2004. The largest bilateral exercise between the U. S. and
Japan, Yama Sakura aims to improve U.S. - Japanese interoperability

while providing for the mutual defense of Japan.
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Camp KiINseEr COMMANDER

CoLoNEL JAMES A. KESSLER
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On behalf of the Marines, sail-
ors, and families of Camp Kinser, I
would like to wish everyone a very
happy, healthy, and prosperous
New Year. We truly have much to
be thankful for over the last year.
We have continued to build on the
wonderful relationship we have with
our Okinawan neighbors and Urasoe
City. This relationship has been cul-
tivated both on Camp Kinser as well
as in the community. For example,
through Okinawan participation at
Kinser Fest and American participa-
tion in the Tedako Festival, we con-

tinue to strengthen our friendship.
We all benefit through these kinds of
exchanges. Our mutual respect and
cultural understanding will continue
to grow to even higher levels. I am
confident that the upcoming year
will provide even greater opportuni-
ties for mutual understanding and
friendship building. We are very
thankful to be surrounded by such
a warm and welcoming community.
To the Okinawan community, we
wish you health, prosperity, and hap-
piness in the coming year.
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Chiichi Hentona
Chatan Town Mayor
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Camps FosSTER&LESTER OMMANDER
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Marines and family members as-
signed to Camps Foster and Lester
are honored to be welcome in the vi-
brant communities of Ginowan City,
Okinawa City, Kitanakagusku and
Chatan. We have been invited into

your homes and have participated in
many civic and cultural events. We
joined in the Naha marathon and
had fun at both the Chatan Seaport
Carnival and Okinawa International
Carnival.

Marines like to give back to those
who have been generous to them,
so over the past year, Marines have
beautified the Amerasian school, par-
ticipated in the Okinawa Compre-
hensive Park Earth Day cleanup, and
helped local disabled children Trick
or Treat on Halloween. We also
opened our gates to our local neigh-
bors for the Camp Foster Okotber-
Fest. Additionally, the IIT MEF band
performed their annual summer
concert at the Okinawa Convention
Center, which was open to the public
and was well attended. In what was
perhaps our most significant achieve-
ment, our two communities restored
the historic Chibu-ga Spring site to
its original beauty.

Finally, Camp Foster publishes and
distributes a monthly newsletter, THE
FOLEST, which introduces issues and
events to the local community. As we
embark upon a new year, we wish all
our friends and neighbors a prosperous
and healthy year to come.
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Happy New Year! I would like to
extend my sincere wish for a delightful
new year to everyone.

I extend my appreciation to the
Marine Corps on Okinawa for making
tremendous contributions to various
social welfare activities including
volunteer cleanup activities.

Additionally, thanks to the restoration
of “Chibuga” on Camp Foster by the
Marine Corps, the natural spring site was
designated as the town’s cultural asset.
Also, badly-needed road accessibility to
the town’s office building was authorized
by the Japan-U. S. Joint Committee.
I am deeply grateful to all the parties
concerned.

I would like to ask for the Marine
Corps’ continued support for the
road’s prompt improvement as well
as promotion of sports and cultural
exchanges with the local community,
and for your cooperation in making our
town a safe and peaceful place for all the
residents.

I also hope for your greater
contribution to the society, and I
wish you all good health and greater
happiness.
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Mitsuo Gima
Urasoe City Mayor
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The first sunrise of the New Year
was more radiant than ever, filled
with many hopes. As the sun shines
brightly over us, I pledge to strive for
better service in cooperation with the
staff at the city office. At the same
time, I ask for your continued sup-
port and kindness.

Our city administration was born
in 1970, and we will have the 35"
anniversary this year. In retrospect,
our city’s population grew rapidly
during the post-war restoration
period as people moved in seeking
employment opportunity on Camp
Kinser. While the base supported the
city’s economy in large part, some
major commercial enterprises also
moved in, which helped the city’s
further development.

I sincerely wish a bright and hap-
py new year for the Marines, their

families and U. S. military officials.

CoLonNEL RicHARD W. LUEKING
EREMEEMTSE
JFy—F-W-
IL—F O KIE

Bobbie and I would like to wish
our Okinawan friends and neighbors
a healthy and happy New Year. Last

ear, MCAS Futenma service mem-
Eers, their families, and our civilian
employees had the opﬁortunity to
enjoy Ginowan City’s hospitality at
numerous community functions and
events. We here on the air station
were also given the opportunity to
provide volunteer English teacKers
and responded with hundreds of

hours of English instruction at local
elementary schools.

We also had the opportunity to
invite local communities onto MCAS
Futenma for our annual Flight Line
Fair and continued to host numerous
athletic events to which everyone on
Okinawa was invited. Furthermore,
we cooperated with OPG to allow
culturaﬁ, surveys and excavation of
cultural sites aboard the air station.

Most importantly, I would like
to thank the people of Okinawa for
their support and concern for the
aircrew during the unfortunate heli-
copter mishap in August. It was a re-
grettable accident, and my continued
efforts will be to enhance safety and
lessen the impact of the air station on
the community.

The New Year promises to be
filled with many cultural, educa-
tional, and friendship events with
the gracious people of Okinawa. We
wish you health and prosperity in the
coming year.
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Camps CourTNEY&McTuUREOUS

COMMANDER
CoLoNEL Davip A. KELLEY
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Happy New Year from the Marines,

Sailors and families of Camps Court-
ney and McTureous! The past year was
filled with many opportunities for our
communities to join together. We con-
tinued to work hand-in-hand to pro-
mote important issues such as cultural
appreciation and safe driving, and to
create additional opportunities for our

children to interact with one another.
Our Camp personnel also continued to
meet regularly with local leaders to dis-
cuss upcoming activities and to address
and resolve any areas of concern.

Last year, our Marines, Sailors
and family members participated in
several community events, including
the Ishikawa Port Festival, Gushikawa
Festival, and Tengan River cleanup.
They also served as volunteer English
teachers at Kawasaki and Akamichi
Elementary schools in Gushikawa and
hosted classes on Camp Courtney. On
31 October, Camp McTureous hosted
more than 3,600 Okinawan children
for Trick -or -Treat festivities, and
Okinawa residents recently enjoyed
the camp’s annual Christmas festival.
Local Eisa Dancers and Taiko Drum-
mers again trained more than 30 of our
residents for their Christmas Festival
performance, and thanks to the expert
instruction, they did a great job! As
many of you know, Camp Courtney
hosts the best Flea Market on Okinawa
from 0700-1000 on Saturdays and
Sundays of the second, fourth and fifth

weekends of each month, so please
come and visit us soon!
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Camp HansSeEN COMMANDER

CoLoNEL Mark M. KauzLARICH
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On behalf of all the Marines,
Sailors and civilian employees of Camp
Hansen, I wish to extend wishes for the
happiest of New Years to our extended
community of friends throughout
Okinawa. In the short six months I have
been the Camp Hansen commander,
we have been able to share in many
different events and experiences in Kin-
Cho, Ginoza, and Onna, including the
Onna Village Festival, Kanna Dam
Festival, Sports Day Festivals at several
schools, and a Community Festival and
Moon Viewing party with the Hikariga
Oka Nursing Home. In addition, we
continue to enjoy helping teach English
to students at Tha and Kagei Elementary
Schools as well as Hama Junior High
School, Kagei Kindergarten, and
Suginoko Nursery School. Most

recently, we were honored to sponsor
the third annual Camp Hansen Mini
Special Olympics for the Reimei no
Sato & Enobi no Sato sheltered work
institutions.

We look forward to another year of
shared friendship, community service,
and cultural exchanges with the mayor’s
offices of Kin, Ginoza, and Onna, as
well as the Kin DFAO, Chamber of
Commerce, Bar Owners’ Association,
and the Ishikawa Police Department.
Semper Fidelis and Happy New Year!
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Okinawa Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
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Ginowan Chamber of

Commerce and Industry
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Happy New Year to the U. S.
Marines, military officials, and
families stationed on Okinawa and to
“Okina Wa” readers. I sincerely wish
everyone a bright and wholesome
New Year.

Ginowan Chamber of Commerce
and Industry and Futenma Air
Station officials have been deepening
a mutual understanding through
numerous activities, including the
New Year business card exchange
meeting, Ginowan Industrial
Festival, Futenma Flightline Fair, and
other cultural and human resource
exchanges. I hope we will continue
to maintain our trustful relationship
as “good neighbors.”

The Aug. 13 U. S. military
helicopter crash accident within
the city’s civilian property was a
truly regretful event that led to the
campaign by the citizens of Ginowan
and other communities calling for
the early return of the air station.

While the city’s development
project on the perimeter of the air
station has been delayed, we hope
to move it forward in cooperation
with different organizations, local
residents, business owners and the
city administration.

Lastly, I sincerely wish everyone a
glorious and wonderful year of 2005.
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At the dawn of a glorious New Year,
I extend my sincere wish for health and
prosperity.

I thank you from the bottom of my
heart for your understanding, support
and cooperation for the projects and
activities of the Okinawa Chamber of
Commerce and Industry during the
past year.

Our mission is to revitalize the local
economy, with the main goal to bring
back vigorous activity to small business-
es and local shopping arcades, which
are vital in attracting more people to

our local communities.

As the key player in achieving that
goal, we will actively engage in support-
ing local industry through daily busi-
ness contacts.

As we welcome the new year, we
promise to take a new leap with our
policy of developing a city rich in inter-
national flavor, taking advantage of resi-
dents from more than 30 different na-
tions. We will also make efforts to help
execute the city design policy, which is
to make Okinawa City the center of
hands-on learning opportunities.

Lask the Marine Corps on Okinawa
and other military officials for contin-
ued friendship as good neighbors, and I
wish all of you happiness.
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Happy New Year to the readers of
“Okina Wa.”

I would like to extend my sincere
gratitude for your support and
cooperation for projects and activities
of the Urasoe Chamber of Commerce
and Industry throughout last year. I
was elected in November as the 4™
chairman of our chamber. I would
like to ask for the same friendship,
advice and support that you extended
to the former three chairmen.

The Urasoe Chamber of Commerce
and Industry office will be relocated to
the Urasoe Industry Promotion Center
known as “Yui Town” in January. All
members of the chamber will rededicate
themselves to further promote local
community development.

In doing so, I would like to
ask Camp Kinser, as a part of our
community, the Marine Corps on
Okinawa; and other U. S. military
officials for continued support and
cooperation.

I sincerely hope for your greater
happiness and success in the coming

new year.

Camp ScHwaB COMMANDER
Lt. CoL. Davip L. CoGaGins
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Happy Holidays to our friends
and neighbors in Henoko District and
Nago City from the Marines and Sail-
ors of Camp Schwab!

This has been a notably busy year
for the camp, as many have come and
gone from our midst in support of a
wide array of exercises and operations.
Additionally, we have been actively
participating in many events in the
communities that border our camp.
Our service members have volunteered
hundred of hours to tidying up lo-
cal beaches and to working with city
residents and the Nago Social Business
Establishments Association to add

Camp GonsALVEZ COMMANDER
CAPT. ANTHONY GUESS-JOHNSON
Fru7 - dUFNARAGE
FYE=nolo
FA-930) VKRR

I would like to wish all a happy
and prosperous new year. The Ma-
rines and Sailors of Camp Gonsalves
look forward to working with you to

make 2005 a most productive year.
Okinawa is a treasure chest of natu-
ral beauty and northern Okinawa is
the jewel within that treasure chest.
We have worked with numerous
environmental organizations to help
preserve the natural and unique
beauty that only northern Okinawa
can offer.

Helping shape the future, Camp
Gonsalves hosted training for the Ju-
nior Reserve Officer Training Corps
(JROTC). As future leaders of the
United States, the JROTC students
will forever remember their time in
northern Okinawa with fond memo-
ries and in return will strive to build
even better future relations with Oki-
nawa. As we have in the past, we will
continue to work with Higashi Vil-
lage and our other Okinawan friends
to foster and build better relation-
ships. 2005 is a shining light, a year

with great potential, and the Camp
Gonsalves staff is committed to work-
ing with you to make the most of it.
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color to the entrances of many busi-
ness establishments.

Marines and Sailors also conducted
countless hours mentoring and teach-
ing English conversation to children of]
all ages, including 15 different kinder-
gartens, 650 toddlers, two elementary’
schools, 900 students and 225 adults
from all over Okinawa.

We participated in numerous drag-
on boat races, giving all a run for their
money, and enjoyed viewing cherry
blossoms and fireworks together at nu-
merous city festivals. We have greatly
enjoyed each other’s company at the
beach at Oura Wan and gathered sea
shells together on Hamauri Day. We
take great pride in being the 11" resi-
dential section of Henoko District and
wish you all continued success in the
coming year. Gambarii Masho! (Hang
in there!)
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Marines, children share /Na'7 ¢t — 723 L {5

trick-or-treating
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Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

Physical disabilities didn’t stop children from
the Okinawa Children’s Development Center from
having fun on Halloween night, as Marines, sailors,
and Japanese base employees helped them trick-or-
treat throughout the Kishaba Housing area on Camp
Foster.

The service members had volunteered to host the
children and celebrate Halloween together.

“Dressed in their favorite costumes, the children
and their parents got very excited, said Sanae
Tamanaha, OCDC staff. “All of us have been really
looking forward to this night.”

At 6:30 p.m,, streets and doorways were congested
with hundreds of other Okinawan children and
their families who also came aboard the base to enjoy
Halloween with their American neighbors.

Cpl. Cristine M. Lagattolla, who volunteered with
her fellow Marines of 3" Transportation Support
Battalion, 3 Force Service Support Group, said she
and her friends took extra care while pushing the
wheelchairs and that people were nice enough to pay
special attention when handing out candy. “T had a
lot of fun saying ‘tick-or-treat’ myself. I just wanted to
make sure these kids had fun to remember.”

Mitsuhiro Uehara of Urasoe City, who enjoyed the
evening with his whole family, said Marines took really
good care of his wheelchairbound son throughout the
event and that he was glad that his family could share
the wonderful experience with the Marines.

OCDC children and family members enjoyed
trick-or-treating with sevice members on
Kishaba housing Oct. 31.
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Lance Cpl. Sarah R. Harman,
Camp Services, Camp Schwab,
reads a Halloween picture book to a
class at Nago Kindergarten Nov 24.

Along with local citizens,
parents and teachers of Nago City,
volunteers from Camp Schwab
helped the city’s 15 kindergartens
hold special English classes in the
months of October and November.

Children learned Halloween
vocabulary through fun games and
songs in the classes.
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ITIMEF Band’s friendship

concert ends on high note
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Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

Roaring applause, laughter and the cheerful singing voices of nearly
800 students, teachers and staff at Nakanishi Elementary School shook
the school gymnasium during
the second Nakanishi-III Marine
Expeditionary Band Friendship
Concert Oct. 22.

“Students were fascinated by
the band’s performance,” said Asako
Wilkinson, teacher, Nakanishi ES.
“Having an interactive experience
through music with people from
a different country is great for
the students,” she added. “I really
appreciate the band’s coming today
despite their busy schedule.”

The band had performed at
Kadena Elementary School earlier in
the day before going to Nakanishi.

“We really enjoyed returning to
the school, and we always enjoy playing
for our Okinawan friends, especially
the young ones,” said GySgt. Steven B.
Palinoski, III MEF Band.

While the band plays for a variety of audiences throughout the Pacific
region each year, Palinoski said that playing for children is always special.“It
really makes no difference which country you are in. Performing for children
is always great fun because of their energy and enthusiasm,” he said.

For the concert at Nakanishi, the Il MEF Band organized a 10-person
“Dixieland Band” that played various styles of music, from funky Jazz to
marching tunes. Everyone’s attention was riveted to every single sound and
move the band made, both while on stage and while on the floor interacting
with the audience.

At the school’s request, the band also performed several of the students’ favorite
songs, including “Grandfather’s Clock and “Sanpo.” Each brought thunderous
cheers from the students, who sang along as the band played each of the songs.

‘The Marines also played a few songs with the school’s band. Students’
excitement peaked as the band and all the 6" grade Sanshin players performed

“Shimanchu nu Takara,” a song by a nationally-famous Okinawan group.

“This was a great opportunity for students to demonstrate what
they have learned to a professional band,” said Hiroaki Ikeda, principal,
Nakanishi Elementary School. “I hope the Marines enjoyed the local music
as much as we enjoyed theirs.”

“I really enjoyed myself today. I'd love to come back some time,” said Cpl.
Ryan Huckins, a trumpet player who had served as a volunteer English teacher
at Okinawan schools on several occasions but had never performed at one.

In appreciation of the band’s performance, Marines were treated to a
Japanese style school lunch in classrooms with teachers and students.

“I never imagined I would have lunch at a Japanese school,” said Huckins. “The
food was very good and I had fun. Kids wanted my autograph, and it made me
very humble to know that they appreciated us that much,” he added.

“Students were all very excited and had a lot of fun today,” said Ikeda.
“Our generation didn’t really have many occasions to interact with foreigners.
With Marine volunteers coming to our school regularly to teach English and
hold concerts, our students get more chances to meet Americans and interact
with them. It was such an extraordinary exchange today.”

Nakanishi Elementary School students ha|| Cpl. Nina Bednar (left),
and GySgt. Steven Palinoski, Il MEF Band, as the band exits the
school gymnasium after the friendship concert Oct 22.
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Hello, everyone. | was surprised when
my friend showed me a photo of my son
that accompanied a story about Marine
volunteers teaching English at local schools
in the October edition of Okina Wa. Then, |
started reading the entire magazine.

| had known about and been curious
about the classes taught by Marine English
teachers at my son's elementary school.
Seeing the smiles of my son and his
classmate in the photo, | felt good. They
seemed to be enjoying the class very much.

“English classes are fun learning through
games and stuff,” my son said. “Marine
teachers are all nice and friendly. We look
forward to the days they come to school.”

I'd really like to take this opportunity,
in this magazine, to extend my gratitude to
the “Marine teachers.” “Thank you, Marine
teachers, for always being kind to our
children. We really appreciate it. Please
let us continue to be the recipient of your
kindness.” (Isao Gushiken, Yonashiro Town)
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| look forward to every edition of Okina
Wa! Unlike the information we normally get
in our daily lives, the news and information
provided by the base is so new to me.

| see the effort the military makes to build
friendly relationships with people outside
the bases. | hope that the military continues
those efforts so that we are able to show our
support for you. (Akiko China, Ginowan City)
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Hello. | received a copy of Okina Wa
during the Camp Coutney Christmas Fest.
My family and | always enjoy going to events
on base. My 6-year-old daughter and 2-year-
old son really love going to those events.
They enjoyed rides, hand-crafting at one of
the workshops and even rode a pony during
the Christmas Fest. It was a great opportunity
for my children because they could use their
English conversation skills there. Currently, |
am looking for an English class for them on
base. If Okina Wa could advertise events
that are specifically designed for people
like me who don’t know where to look for
the information, that’d be great. (Chiharu
Yonamine, Ginowan City)
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| always enjoy reading Okina Wa. | was
among the audience who was very much
moved by the IIl MEF Band concert held
the other day at the Okinawa Convention

©

Center. | became very excited when | saw
the Marines and the audience as if they were
becoming one. | want Okina Wa to introduce
more events! (Kazue Ishikawa, Ginowan
City) P
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| read the October issue with much
interest and satisfaction—satisfaction at the
thought that here, at least, is one publication
designed to bring to public attention the
assorted activities engaged in by elements of
the USMC stationed in Okinawa—activities
that otherwise go unreported by the media.

While preparing the publication in both
languages must incur much effort and cost
on your part, I'm sure it manifests itself in
assuring higher circulation. Allow me to wish
you and your colleagues success in all of
your ongoing activities as well as projected
undertakings. Sincerely, (Paul Akira Fujimaki,
Kunigami Village)

QA PELIES > =8B
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Eid. KO ROV DIt b 9,
Thank you for taking the time to read Okina
Wa. Your comments, suggestions and feed-
back will help us improve!

_ FRELE HTE
BFA—I:
paoeditor@mcbbutler. usmc. mi |

BBk . T 901-2300
b AT B A s kB i BLDG. No1CPAO
RELEH HwEMR (UNIT 35001)

TS : (3#1)098-892-5111 (N#R ) 645-0787
FAX : 098-893-9742
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Editor’s thoughts
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Ginowan city officials and honorary guests officially opened
the 15" Ginowan Industrial Festival at the Ginowan Civic Plaza
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony Nov. 27.

Participants in the ceremony included (from far left) Col.
Richard R. Lueking, Commander, MCAS Futenma; Yoshimi
Kashiwada, Chairman, Ginowan Chamber of Commerce and
Industries; and Ginowan City Mayor Yoichi Iha.

This year, with more than 50 businesses and organizations
taking part, the two-day festival provided a great venue for local
businesses to promote their products and ideas, reaching out
to a broader range of customers, including Marines and their
families.

A wide variety of unique local products, ranging from plants
and food products to handicrafts and clothing were displayed
throughout the site, attracting many festivalgoers.
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E-mail subscriptions to this publication are available on-line by visiting
www.okinawa.usme.mil/Okina_walsubscribe.html and completing the on-
line subscription form. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the
latest issue has been posted on the website. The publication can

be viewed in .PDF format on-line or downloaded off the web.

Okina Wa is an authorized publication of the United States
Marine Corps. It is published to inform Okinawan com-
munity leaders, educators and concerned organizations and
persons about U.S. Marine Corps activities on Okinawa and in
the region. The contents of Okina Wa are not necessarily official views
of, or endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government or Department
of Defense. It is published quarterly by the Consolidated Public Affairs
Office, Marine Corps Base Camp Butler 098-892-5111 ext. 645-0787.
Okina Wa is on the web at

www.okinawa.usmc.millokina_wa.html
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