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Col. Richard W Lueking, commander, MCAS Futenma joins his wife,
Bobbie, and Ginowan district officials to officially open the new gateball
field during the Maatakuro Square Opening Ceremony May 7. (See
story on pages 10-11)
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Top U. S. diplomat in Japan
makes first trip to Okinawa
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Story by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

U. S. Ambassador to Japan John T. Schieffer visited Okinawa June 15 to
18 for the first time since assuming his current post in April.

*“l wanted to come down and see the folks here because this is such an
important part of what we do in Japan and what America’s foreign policy
is all about in this part of the world,” said Schieffer, during an internal
media conference on Camp Foster June 16.

oooooooooooao

During his visit, Schieffer planned to meet with
military and Okinawan communities “to get a bet-
ter feel for what Okinawa is all about.”

Schieffer conveyed President Bush’s thanks to
service members for the job they do and com-
mended them for their humanitarian assistance to
tsunami-stricken areas earlier this year. He also said
that their efforts then showed that the U.S. military
on Okinawa is “a force for [doing] good, not only in
military term([s].

Schieffer also talked of the U.S.-Japan relation-
ship and reiterated recent comments by Japanese
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi, who said the
relationship is “the best that it has ever been.”
Schieffer also noted that the two countries are enter-
ing a new era. “We will increase cooperation between
Japan and the U. S.,” he said. “I think together we
can have a great influence for good in this part of the
world.”

On the topic of possible U.S. military base re-
alignment, Schieffer said he is confident that the Japa-
nese and American governments can come up with an agreement that can
embrace and endorse the future, as long as they share the goal of reducing
the American footprint in Japan without losing the capability to act in the
region.

Schieffer also said discussions between the two governments’ negotiat-
ing teams are ongoing and noted that while it’s not his role to negotiate
future basing, he will try to help explain to a broader audience what those
negotiations are about.

Additionally, Schieffer said he believes the relationship between U. S.
service members and Okinawan citizens is “actually pretty good,” despite
occasional stories about “points of irritation.” He also recommended that
Americans “listen to some of the folks here in Okinawa and find out a little
more about the island and about [how they view] the relationship with
Americans.”

Asked if he had any advice on how to further improve the relationship
between servicemembers and Okinawans, Schieffer recommended “more
interaction.” “The more people see and understand each other, the more
they realize that humanity is pretty much the same, regardless of national-
ity,” he said. “I think Japan and the United States basically embrace the
same values,” he added. “Those values are going to sustain us.”

Photo by Lance Cpl. Cathryn D. Lindsay

U. S. Ambassador to Japan John T. Schieffer
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Uruma City Mayor
extends greetings
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Tsuneo Chinen, Uruma City Mayor

Itis agreat honor for me to be the first mayor of Uruma City, which was
created April 1 by combining what used to be Gushikawa City, Ishikawa
City, Katsuren Town and Yonashiro Town. | realize the tremendous re-
sponsibility 1 bear upon assuming this position entrusted to me by the
citizens and will work hand in hand with my staff to run the city so as to
meet the citizens’ expectations.

In taking this opportunity to write for Okina
Wa, a publication produced by the U. S. Marine Corps
on Okinawa, | would like to introduce some of my
policies concerning the future development of our
city, which, from a population standpoint, is now
the third largest municipality, making it one of the
core cities of Okinawa Prefecture.

My goal is to develop “Uruma City” into a dy-
namic city that is rich in history, culture and educa-
tion. To do that, the city administration and I will
follow seven guidelines: improve urban infrastruc-
ture; provide a platform for information technol-
ogy and internationalization for the future; promote
local industries by utilizing local resources; make a
safe and comfortable living environment in harmony
with nature; provide citizens with health and wel-
fare facilities that promote comfort and human in-
teraction; create an educational and cultural environ-
ment where each citizen can become part of the city’s
fabric and learn from one another; and promote citizens’ initiatives.

Approximately 75 percent of the U. S. military bases in Japan are located
on Okinawa, many of them within our city limits. In fact, 7.2 percent of
Uruma City’s land is set aside for U. S. military facilities. Those facilities
include Camp Courtney, Army Oil Storage Facility, Kadena Ammunition,
Camp McTureous, Tengan Pier and White Beach.

The number of facilities will increase when Awase Golf Course is relo-
cated to the former Higashi Onna Ammunition Area, which is currently
controlled by Kadena Air Base. Once the golf course is relocated, part of
the ammunition area will be returned to Uruma City. With that in mind,
we will seek to make a timely decision on how we develop the returned
land.

Throughout the years, the towns and cities that were combined to form
Uruma City have interacted with the Marine Corps on Okinawa in many
areas, including clean ups of beaches, parks, Tengan River, welfare facilities
and streets. They have also taught English at kindergartens, elementary and
junior high schools, and hosted friendship events such as a study abroad
tour on base. We will strive to continue to build a mutually understanding
and trustful relationship with the U. S. military while working closely with
them to prevent base-related incidents and accidents. | hope issues con-
cerning military bases will be resolved by deepening our friendship

Uruma City Mayor Tsuneo Chinen
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Special Interview
Blackman
Okinawa tour

reviews
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Story by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

As the Commanding General of the 111 Marine Expeditionary Force,
Lt. Gen. Robert R. Blackman has led more than 20,000
Japan-based Marines and Sailors since July 16, 2003.

Currently slated to become the Marine Forces At-
lantic commander, he is scheduled to turn over Il
MEF to Lt. Gen. (select) Joseph F. Weber.

As the head of MARFORLANT, based at Naval
Base Norfolk, Virginia, Blackman will also serve as com-
mander of U.S. Marine Forces, Europe; U.S. Marine
Forces, South; and U.S. Marine Bases, Atlantic.

Before bidding farewell to Okinawa, in a special in-
terview with Okina Wa, Blackman talked about 111
MEF and the relationship between the Marines and
people of Okinawa.

Q: In retrospect, what is/are the most significant
event(s) that happened during your tenure here?

A: For me, the most significant events were our tsunami relief efforts earlier
this year and the helicopter accident last August. The tsunami hit countries throughout
the south Asia region on Dec 26, killing more than 100,000 people, displacing
thousands of others and leaving massive food and water shortages. Three days later,
more than a thousand Marines and sailors from here began deploying to the King-
dom of Thailand, Sri Lanka, Indonesia and the Maldives to provide humanitarian
assistance and disaster relief. Our high state of readiness, combined with our
forward presence here on Okinawa, enabled us to respond as quickly as we did. The
round-the-clock efforts of our Marines and sailors who deployed to the affected
areas, as well as those who served in a support role here on Okinawa, were
absolutely magnificent.

With regard to the helicopter accident, one of the reasons it was so significant
to me is that | felt, as a result of it, we temporarily lost the trust of some of our
Okinawan neighbors. The Marine Corps takes safety, both in the air and on the
ground, very seriously. Yet, as a result of the accident, some people questioned our
dedication in that area, which was very disappointing because safety is always in the
forefront of our minds.

Q: Could you comment on 111 MEF’s current state of operational
readiness and what you feel were the most significant achievements you
made in that area?

A:I'm proud of 111 MEF’s operational accomplishments during my time as its
commanding general. We have demonstrated our ability to rapidly respond to a
regional crisis, fulfilled our training and exercise obligations, and continued to serve
as a deterrent to regional aggression. Our ability to deploy quickly as a MEF, as
evidenced by our rapid response to the tsunami-stricken areas, clearly demonstrated
the professionalism and high state of readiness of our forces here.

To best prepare ourselves for such real world operations, we must constantly
train. Last year, the MEF conducted eight brigade-and force-level exercises as well
as countless smaller exercises. The MEF also provided a number of units to both
Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan and Operation Iragi Freedom. On
top of that, we provided a number of smaller detachments from a variety of 111
MEF units, as well as hundreds of individual augments.

At the same time, we have continued to strengthen our working relationship
with the Japan Self Defense Force. Japan is a key strategic partner here in the
Western Pacific, and it's important that we are as interoperable as possible with the
Self Defense Force.

Lt. Gen. Robert R. Blackman
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Q: What did 111 MEF learn from the tsunami relief effort and will
those lessons affect how 111 MEF operates in the future?

A: One of the main things we learned from the tsunami relief efforts is that our
commanders have done a wonderful job of successfully preparing our Marines and
Sailors to deploy rapidly as a MEF in response to a regional crisis. Of course, we
also discovered some areas we can improve on, but on the whole it was a clear
demonstration of our ability to quickly

—IIMEFOOOOOOOoOoooooooooooooooooon
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deploy forces throughout the region. It
also reinforced the importance of our
bases here because along with our high
level of operational readiness, it was our
strategic forward presence in the west-
ern Pacific and on Okinawa that allowed
us to get to the devastated regions so
quickly.

We used this year's Cobra Gold ex-
ercise in Thailand to focus on capturing
lessons learned from those efforts. Be-
cause the tsunami relief efforts were a
multinational undertaking, the Royal
Thai government invited various nations
and agencies to participate in this exer-
cise. Working together to study lessons
learned from a number of different ar-
eas allowed us to better prepare for any
necessary future relief efforts.

Q: What is the role of the U.S.
Marine Corps on Okinawa in con-
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tributing to peace and stability in
the region?

A: One of our most important roles
here is to maintain a strong, modern,

Photo by Lance Cpl. Cathryn D. Lindsay
Lt. Gen. RobertR. Blackman, (leftycommanding general of Il Marine Expeditionary
Force, shakes hands with Gen. Chaiyasit Shinawatra, supreme commander
of Royal Thai Armed Forces, upon arrival in Thailand May 2, 2005.
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robust deterrent capability for the de-
fense of Japan and the preservation of
peace and stability in the region. In the event that deterrence fails, however, we are
prepared to respond promptly with all of our strength. For that reason, it’s impor-
tant that we constantly train so that we continue to be capable of anticipating and
responding to current and future threats or providing humanitarian relief.

Q: During your tenure as CG, you placed a large emphasis on rein-
forcement of discipline for Marines on Okinawa. One result of that
emphasis was the liberty card program. Why is a strong official disci-
plinary program so important to the Marine Corps in Japan?

A:We're part of the community here. Just like our Okinawan neighbors, we
live, work, shop and spend time with our families in the community. Consequently,
it's important to us, just as it's important to them, that the community is as safe and
family-friendly an environment as possible. We do our part toward achieving that
goal by constantly striving to ensure service members and their families are well
behaved. Toward that end, we have started new efforts, such as the liberty card
program, which you mentioned. We have also instituted stricter discipline measures
aimed at family members. Overall, our efforts have had success. The per capita
comparison of crimes committed by U.S. service members are, and have been,
lower than that of the local population. However, we also realize that one incident
is one too many; therefore, we continue to make discipline a priority.

Q: Do you have a farewell message for the people of Okinawa?

A: 1 would like to sincerely thank everyone here for their kindness, their hospi-
tality, and their understanding toward U.S. Forces. The opportunity to visit this
wonderful island and be part of its culture and history is an experience that often
serves as a highlight of our service members’ time in the military. That has certainly
been the case for my family and me. We have many treasured memories and special
friends who have made a huge impact on us personally. Because of them, Okinawa
will always have a special place in our hearts.
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Nakagami district educators
thank military volunteers

Story by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

More than 380 U. S. service members, civilians and familiy members were
recognized by the Nakagami branch of the Okinawa Prefectural Board of
Education for their contribution to English education programs at elemen-
tary schools in the central Okinawa school district in 2004.

The recognition occurred during the 2005 Native Assistant Program orien-
tation April 28, which was attended by teachers and principals of 16 schools
and officials from the district’s seven municipal education offices.

On behalf of 340 Marine Corps volunteers who participated in last year’s pro-
gram, 15 Marines and two family mem-
bers received letters of appreciation from
Eisuke Oishi, NEO general director,
during the orientation. Additionally, five
Mearine Corps base community relations
personnel were honored for their efforts
to serve as a bridge between the schools
and military volunteers.

“The certificate is only a small to-
ken of our appreciation,” said Oishi
in his welcome speech. “I truly hope
that the wholehearted appreciation
from us will reach each one of the
volunteers and community relations
specialists who helped so much with
our program.”

According to Oisihi, the Native As-
sistant Program started in 2000 with
10 schools in Nakagami district and
three in Kunigami (northern) district
in Okinawa. The aim was to improve
English education at elementary
schools by utilizing native speaker vol-
unteers from the U.S. military com-
munity. The support from the volunteers mobilized by the U. S. military has
been tremendous, said Oishi, and has been indispensable in achieving the
program’s ultimate goal of creating a school environment where students can
learn how to appreciate different cultures.

Oishi said he is convinced that what his office has been promoting for the
past five years through the program is ‘right,’ as the number of participating
schools in the central district has increased to 16. “Thanks to the devotion of
the volunteers, we've received reports from schools about how anxiously
students look forward to their English classes and how actively they engage in
communication with the volunteers,” he said.

In addition to classroom English lessons, Yonashiro Elementary School
also holds other activities such as sports events to deepen ties with their
volunteers and hail and farewell parties to show appreciation for the volun-
teers’ time and effort, according to Akira Yamauchi, principal, Yonashiro El-
ementary School. “It's amazing to see how sociable and active students be-
come when learning English or having sports and cultural exchanges with the
volunteers,” said Yamauchi. “Without the continuing support from the vol-
unteers, our plans couldn’t be put into practice.”

The impact of the program within the district is evident, according to
Oishi. “Now, it is spreading throughout the prefecture.” For example, teach-
ing plans developed by teachers at Yonashiro Elementary School through

Please see “Military volunteeer” on page 7

School students during a welcome party for the volunteers May 13.
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Japan Good Conduct Associa-
tion honors Marines and sailors

Story by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

For their continuous efforts in support of local communities, two Marine Corps 000o0o0o0ooooooooooooooooooooo
units on Okinawa were honored by the Nippon Zenko Kai, orJapan Good O O00O0000O00O0O60110000000O00MO0OOOO
Conduct Association, during an annual award ceremony in Naha June 11. 20000000000

The JGCA, which is headquartered in Tokyo and has chapters nationwide, 00000000mooboooooooooomood
annually recognizes individuals and _ 0o0ooooooooooono
groups who have made significant con- ooooooooo
tributions to their communities. 00o0moooooooon

At the June 11 ceremony; the presi- gooooooooooooo
dent of the JGCA Okinawa Chapter pre- 0o0o00onDo300oooon
sented a certificate to representatives of O300000oo03d 1sBi0
the 3rd Transportation Support Battal- 03 0000000o00a0o
ion, 3rd Force Service Support Group, gcaBOOOnDOoOoooono
and Battalion Aid Station, Combat As- 0o0o00ooooooooon
sault Battalion, 3rd Marine Division. O3 TSRO0 00000000

The 3rd TSB, located on Camp Fos- 0oDboooooooooo
ter, received the award for its environ- OMooooooooooo
mental beautification effortsat local nurs- oooogoooono
ery homes and beaches as well as for oodooooooooo
teaching English at elementary schools. gcaBO0OOoonoooogn

The Combat Assault Battalion Aid O0D00o0oooooooooon
Station, located on Camp Schwab, was O0o0ooooooooooon
recognized for its support to local needy oo0ooopooooood
children and for teaching Englishtostu-  Navy Lt. Alan Fleming, 3rd TSB chaplain, 3rd FSSG, receives a certificate from 3¢ TSBO0ODOO00ODOO0
dents at kindergarten and elementary ~ Seishin Oyama, president, Japan Good ConductAssociation OkinawaChapter,. RIO 00000000 MM OO
school students in Nago City. oboooooobOoooooooobobooooooooooo3n0iotd pgpooooooooDozoon

Accordingto Col. DoarinR. Lewis, HHHU30bOOODODOOOODOOODOOOODOOO0 000DO00000000000
3rd TSB's commanding officer, more than 200 of hisservicemembersvolunteered O OO00O00OD0O000OO0OOO0MMOO0OO0OOOOOOODOO
their time throughout the year. “This kind of service helps Marinesreadlizetheyare 00000000 C0O0O0O0OO0OO0OO0OMOOOODOOODOO
part of alarger community;” Lewis said. JMTSBOODOODODOOO0OODOOOOOOOODOODOOO

Navy Lt. Alan Fleming, 3rd TSB chaplain, noted that Marinesarehonoredto OO OO00O0OO00OO0OCOO0O0OOOOO0OOOCOOOOMIOOO
serve the people of Okinawaand were humbled to receive thespecidlaward. “[Our OO0 000000000000 0O0OOOOOOOOOOOOOO
volunteer work] is a token of our appreciation for our hostcountrysgenerosityand OO 00000000000 OO0OO0OO0OOOOOOOOOOOO
our desire to contribute to the communities where we liveand work,” Flemingsaid. OO0 0000000000000 O0ODOOOOOOOOOMOOO

Navy Lt. David You, CAB’ battalion surgeon, along with seven sailorsfromthe OO OO OO
battalion aid station, accepted the award for their unit. “\\e consider Okinawans and cCBOO0DOO70000000000000O0O0ODOOODOO
Americans as one big family. \We've been blessed by the opportunitytoservethem,” OO0 0000000000000 OOOOOOOOOOOOODO
said You. i nnininininininininininininnpnininininininininininin|

In her congratulatory speech, Kazue Haneji, president, Okinawa Prefectural As- OO0 00000000 OO0MMIOO0ODO
sembly for Youth Development, said the award was especially meaningful in today’s 0dooooooooooooooooooooooood
society where people, especially mass media, pay more attentiontothosewho 0000000000000 OO0OOOOOOOOOOOOOO
misbehave. “I've known that U. S. service members, using theirresourcesand COO0O0OO000OO00O0O0OOCOO0OODOOMOOOOOOOOO
abilities, contribute to our society,” said Haneji. “Itsagreat thing that theassociation OO O 0000000 OODOOO0OOODOOOOOOOODOOOO
honors non-Japanese as well because they are also members of our society.” 000MOo00oDo0ooOooooooooDooooooomon

gooooooooobmooon
Continued from “Military volunteeer” on page 7 goboboobooboobbooo
their Native Assistant Program are employed by the Prefectural Board of OO0 000000000000 ODOO0O0OO0OOOOOODOOOO
Education as part of a model plan called the Rainbow Program instituted in OO0 D000 0000000000000 000O00O0O0OOO0O
2003 for elementary schools throughout Okinawa. 0000000000000 00o0ooDoooooomo
“We couldn’t continue this program without the supportand coopera- OO D000 00000000000 OOOM

tion of the volunteers,” said Oishi to all the educators present at the orienta-
tion. “To repay their efforts, it is the professional educators’ responsibility to
make necessary arrangements and preparations for the volunteers so that they
continue coming back and sharing the joy of witnessing the children’s growth.”
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1st MAW provides diverse
aviation support for 111
MEF on a global scale
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Marine Corps Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Okinawa
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With its headquarters located on
Camp Foster in Kitanakagusuku Vil-
lage, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing (1
MAW) is the Aviation Combat Ele-
ment (ACE) of the I11 Marine Ex-
peditionary Force.

The primary mission of the 1st
MAW is to conduct air operations in
support of 11l MEF and Fleet Ma-
rine Forces, including offensive air
support, anti-air warfare, assault sup-
port and aerial reconnaissance. The
Wing may also participate as an inte-
gral component of Naval Aviation in
the execution of such other Navy
functions as the Fleet Commander
may direct.

Recently, 1st MAW provided sup-
port to the Global War on Terrorism
in Operation Enduring Freedom and
Operation Iraq Freedom. The 1st
MAW'’s efforts were primary in sup-
port of the 31st Marine Expedition-
ary Unit deployed from Okinawa to
the Persian Gulf region. Units with

the 1st MAW and 31st MEU returned

to Okinawa in April.

1st MAW has five subordinate
units and boasts a broad spectrum
of aircraft and equipment that can be
configured for any mission require-
ment or task. A majority of the Wing’s

Marine loadmasters with Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron 152, Marine Aircraft Group 36, 1st Marine Aircraft
Wing, load a pallet of prepackaged meals and support supplies onto a C-130 Hercules aircraft on Marine Corps Air
Station Futenma Dec. 30. 1stMAW provided transport of personnel, equipment and supplies in support of the humanitarian
assistance in the area affected by the Dec. 26 tsunami.

O30 oddooooc-uBbodobooDiooDo0oDoODilDoooDDOo3edDbOOOD1s2000

J00000000000000MmstvAWD (D 0120260 00 0000000000000 O0O0O0OO0O0OO0O
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forces including Marine Aircraft

Group 36, Marine Air Control Group 18 and Marine Wing Support Group
17 are located on Marine Corps Air Station Futenma. Marine Aircraft Group
12 is located in Iwakuni, Japan, and Marine Aircraft Group 24 is based out of
Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii.

Originally commissioned in July 7, 1941, the 1st MAW, as a force always in
readiness, stands poised to strike at a moment’s notice to seize the initiative. It
has performed critical operational support roles in numerous battles in vari-
ous locations from the South Pacific and snow-topped mountains of the
Korean Peninsula to Southeast Asia’s tropical rainforest and Afghanistan’s
parched deserts.

The fourteen streamers attached to the 1st MAW battle colors are a testa-
ment to the organization’s engagement in over seventeen years of combat on
many battlefields, and the tenacity of its Marines and Sailors.

The Wing also participates in humanitarian assistance and disaster relief
missions. Last year alone, 1st MAW provided much needed humanitarian
assistance in the storm ravaged Philippines and in worldwide relief efforts to
bring aid to countries devastated by the tsunami in Southeast Asia.
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Approximately 7,000 personnel and 165 aircraft are currently assigned to
1st MAW. Of the personnel, approximately 4,500 Marines and Sailors are on
Okinawa.

“The highly trained and motivated Marines and Sailors of the 1st MAW
are committed to maintaining the ‘Tip of the Spear’ in the Marine aviation,”
said Maj. General George J. Trautman, 111, who recently took the command
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of the 1st MAW. “They also have been
actively engaged in humanitarian as-
sistance operations throughout the
Pacific region, striving to contribute
to the communities they work, live
and train in anyway they can.”

The 1st Marine Aircraft Wing emblem
is an “eagle, globe and anchor”
flanked by wings above the Roman
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MCAS Futenma fosters friend- 000000000000
ship with Ginowan residents

through field of dreams

ooooooooon

Story and photos by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

More than 200 Ginowan City senior citizens as well as city, prefectural and
Marine Corps officials gathered to celebrate the grand opening of “Maatakuro

Square” May 7.

Located east of MCAS Futenma, the new multi-
purpose outdoor facility contains a gateball (cro-
quet) field, pavilion, toilet, storage facilities and light-
ing. At the west end of the square stands the
“Haikara no To,” a monument dedicated to the
241 residents of Old Ginowan District, which is
now MCAS Futenma, who were killed during the
Battle of Okinawa.

According to Kosei Miyagi, president of
Ginowan Kyoyukai, which came up with the idea
and funding for the project, the goal was to turn the
property around the existing memorial site into an
ideal place for senior citizens to enjoy gateball and
perform traditional holiday and religious functions.

Though planning for the project began in 2004,
it hit a snag when the association discovered that
their plan included use of base controlled property,
according to Seiichi Miyagi, who was president of
the Ginowan Kyoyukai at the time. “We weren’t

sure if there was any way to get approval from the base, and our plan seemed
to fall apart because we didn’t have any other place,” said S. Miyagi. “But we
submitted an informal request to the base and became hopeful when we
found out that MCAS Futenma Commander Col. Richard Lueking was sin-
cerely considering our needs,” he added. “Finally, we asked the city office to
submit an official request signed by the mayor to the air station to finalize the

process before the actual start of construction.”

nq*ﬂ-i-#*\

Col. Richard W.Lueking, commander, MCAS Futenma,
receives a letter of appreciation from Kosei Miyagi,

president, Ginowan Kyoyukai.
0oO000oo0o00ooDoooooooooom
JgooodoooooobooOwooooooo

ogooooooooooooooooaon

goooooooobobbbobbooomooboobbbom
gooosoroooooboboboooooobbobobobooboboon

oooz2o0000000000000
gobobooboooooboooboboooo
gobobboooooobboogooo
gooooboboooboooooogoon
gooboobbooooobobooogoobo
gooooooo2aipboooooomo
gooooooooooooon
goobooboobomoboboboooo
gbhoboobobobobobobaoboan
oooooooooooomooboobbon
gooooooooooooooooboobono
Oomooooooooooooooboo
goboooooboboooooooooooo
goboooooboboboooooood
goooooooooooopoooboboo
goobobbooooobobooooooo
gooobooooobooboooooobo
tooooooooooooogoada
gooobooooooboooooooo
gomoboooooooooomooon

ggobbboogooboboogoobobooooooago
gobobboooboboooooooboobooooooooboooooon
oboob0ooooobomoooooooooobomooog
gdoooooooomooooooobobobobboooooog
oboooboooooboooobooboom
gooooooooomoobooooooooboobooboooog

oooogoooooboboboboibbooo@moooooooboon

..1..-.-£ I'
i Hs

.

T i 9N

.""i'l'llr

MCAS Futenma Commander Col Richard W. Lueking, his wife Bobbie and four Ginowan dlstrlct officials hit balls to 0ff|C|aIIy open the new qateball fleld dunnq
the Maatakuro Square Opening Ceremony May 7.
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Upon receiving the official request,
Lueking said he took the air station
logistics section to see the requested
location and determined that it was
acceptable from a security and safety
standpoint. He then shepherded the
request through a number of required
steps before finally being able to give
residents the permission they needed.

“It wouldn’t have been possible
without cooperation from MCAS
Futenma,” said K. Miyagi who pre-
sented a letter of appreciation to
Lueking during the May 7 ceremony.

“Helping to provide an outdoor
facility for senior citizens of the com-
munity was the right thing to do and
has had a positive impact on their qual-
ity of life,” said Lueking.

The facility's completion was long-
awaited by district residents, especially
the elders who had been sharing a
small space in front of the commu-
nity hall with children and other citi-
zens’ groups, according to Seijin
Tamanaha, Ginowan senior citizens’ association president.

“Having a gateball field and meeting place here in front of the memorial
site dedicated to our family members means a lot to us,” said Tamanaha.
“Colonel Lueking showed great understanding of our needs and his com-
mitment to the local community, which I truly appreciate,” he added.

For 88-year-old Fumi Matsumoto, who plays gateball everyday, the new field
provides a perfect place to enjoy her favorite sport. “I'm extremely happy and also
impressed with the new field,” said Matsumoto. “I'm looking forward to coming
here everyday from now on to enjoy games and mingle with younger people.”

Opening Ceremony May 7.

e
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Ginowan District Senior Citizens Association members pose for a photo with
Col.Richard W. Lueking and Mrs. Bobbie Lueking during the Maatakuro Square
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MCAS Futenma officials join Ginowan District residents in a Kachashi dance during the Maatakuro Square Opening Ceremony celebration May 7.
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Ill Marine Expeditionary Force Band members stand at attention as the band’s annual summer concert opens at the Okinaw:

a Convention Center June 3.
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I11 MEF Band, Okinawan mu-
sicians perform in harmony

ooooboodobo
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Story and photos by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

Attracting more than 1,500 American and Japanese music fans from
across Okinawa, the I11 Marine Expeditionary Force Band held its annual
summer concert at the Okinawa Convention Center June 3.

Along with their usual repertoire of marching and classical tunes, the
band surprised the audience with several new additions, including the
theme from the movie “The Incredibles” and “Salsa de Yunta,” a song by
an Okinawan salsa band.

The concert also included “Mamboki,” a local salsa dance company, and
various local musicians, including vocalist Rika Shiroma; “JJ”” John Makishi,
asinger and songwriter; and “Waka-
Teeda,” a taiko drum group, mak-
ing this year’s event a unique one.

Shiroma, who wrote the “Salsa
de Yunta,” said that she could have
never imagined having a military
band perform salsa or any of her
other songs and was very impressed
with the band’s performance. “I
wrote the song with Okinawa’s
unique “champuru” (mixed) culture
in mind. Tonight's concert was a
great example of our champuru cul-
ture and spirit.”

“The summer concert is for our
Okinawan friends and the music
community here,” said GySgt.
Steven Palinosky, 111 MEF Band-
master. “It is about having fun to-
gether. It's also one of the most
exciting concerts we do throughout
the year.”

Local audiences will get another
opportunity to hear the 111 MEF
band in concert at the Okinawa Con-
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vention Center on Oct. 21, when
they perform a joint annual concert,
“Friendship through Music,” with
the Japanese Self Defense Forces’ 1st
Combined Brigade Band.

Cpl. Tiffany A. Longworth, vocalist, Il Marine Expeditionary Band, and
Okinawan singer Rika Shiroma perform “Salsa de Yunta” during the Il MEF
Band Summer Concert at Okinawa Convention Center June 3.
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MarinesexperienceOkinawan O O O O OO0 OO O O

culture -- sumo style

ooboooon

Story and photo by Lance Cpl. T. J. Kaemmerer
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Muscles were strained, sweat poured down faces and bodies hit the sand in 00000000 MOoo000oooooooooooon
front of more than 100 American and Okinawan spectatorsduringtheHenoko OO OO0 0000000000 6040 M 0000000 100
Annual Okinawa Sumo Wrestling Tournament June 4. 0000000000 oooDooooooooooog

Sumo was the prime sport and entertainment for Okinawans beforethe oo QO
Battle of Okinawa and Henoko was known for having many good sumo nisinininisisininininnlnisinininlnininininlnlnininlnn
wrestlers during that time. 00o0oo0ooooooon

“The sumo tournament in odooooooomooo
Henoko has always been robust, due 0o0ooo0ooooooono
to the residents’ efforts in preserving 00 oooobooooo
the tradition,” said Shigemori oooooooomooon
Shimabukuro, a local historian. ooooooooooooon
“Camp Schwab Marines join in the 00oooooooDooooDn
efforts to continue the heritage.” oo0o0mooooooon

US. service membersand their fami- gooooooooom
lies have been invited to witness and oooooooooooo
participate in the tournament since 1972. OO0O0w™r200000000

“The Henoko residents always 00oo00o0oooooo
welcome the Marines from Camp 0o0ooDoooooooog
Schwab and try to involve them in ooooooooooooog
our local festivities to continue the 0oooooooood
good relationship we have with doooooboooooood
them,” said Yoshikazu Chinen, a ooomoooooooog

member of the Henoko Young
Men’s Association and experienced
sumo wrestler.

The actual tournament is a seri-
ous event for the Okinawans, but the
separate friendship matches between
the Americans and Okinawans are for

Lance Cpl. Eric J. Selby is knocked off balance to the ground by Ryuta Kaneda
in the friendship match during the Henoko Okinawan Sumo Tournament June 4.
6040000000000000D00O0000O0O0O0MODODOODOOO0
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everyone’s enjoyment.

“We grow up wrestling (other Okinawans),” said Chinen, a 15-year veteran of the
fighting arts. “With the Marines, it's more about friendship. Winning and losing
doesn’t matter as much as sharing the moment and fun with the Americans.”

Lance Cpl. Jonathan B. Edmonds was one of two Marines who entered
the tournament from Camp Schwab. Edmonds, an administrative clerk with
Headquarters and Service Company, Combat Assault Battalion, decided to
give sumo wrestling a try while on Okinawa and now trains with a local
notable sumo wrestler, Kunio Fukumoto

“I tried it, and now | can’t stop,” said Edmonds, an 18-year-old body
builder who wrestled and played football in the U.S. “It’s very different from
other sports. You always have to hold onto somebody so you have to use a
lot of power, but you mainly use technique to win.”

Edmonds took third place in the tournament after losing to Shoji
Gishitomi, who was also the overall champion this year.

Lance Cpl. Erin F. McKnight, a combat correspondent with Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler, became the first female Marine to wrestle in the friendship
match. “I thought it was interesting to see Americans get out and participate
in something that is such a big part of the local culture,” McKnight said. “I
never thought I'd be sumo wrestling.”

The long-standing friendship between the Marines of Camp Schwab and
Henoko’s residents is what makes the community’s events fun and unique,
Chinen explained.

“Camp Schwab’s participation helps us make the event very successful,” he
said. “Without them, it's almost like we can’t hold the event. The Marines
always give a great performance in sumo and I'm really thankful for that.”
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Wheelchair soccer fosters
friendship between Camp
Kinser and Urasoe

pdoodobodoogoon
opooboodoooad

Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

ooooO0oo0ooOoooooooo o

More than 100 Okinawans and
service members and their families
gathered at Camp Kinser skating rink
to enjoy the unique sport of “wheel-
chair soccer” during afriendship tour-
nament June 11.

About eight years ago, an Urasoe
citizens volunteer group came up with
the idea of modifying the regular
game of soccer so as to accommo-
date wheelchair users, according to
Takayuki Sakae, City Social Welfare As-
sociation.

In a wheelchair soccer game, six
players per team maneuver their non-
electric wheelchairsand only use hands
to “kick” a 50-centimeters-in-diameter
ball toward goal. Touching other play-
ers’ wheelchairs, kicking the ball with
one’s feet, and lifting the ball off the
ground are major rule violations.

Because people who do not nor-
mally use wheelchairs can also enjoy
the modified game, it has been promoted by Urasoe City as a means of
fostering interaction between citizens, regardless of handicaps, said Sakae,
who was the lead referee during the June 11 tournament.

“It can also be used as a great tool to foster friendship with our neigh-
bors,” said Yasunari Kaneda, Urasoe Junior Chamber, a local nonprofit orga-
nization that planned and sponsored the event.

Kaneda said he wanted to bring a wheelchair soccer event on base to share
with the military community after he learned about Camp Kinser's commu-
nity outreach efforts.

A total of four Kinser teams, including one youth, one adult female, and
two adult male teams, along with 12 teams from Urasoe City, participated in
the tournament.

When Maj. Diana L. Stanefzewski, commander, communication com-
pany, H&S Bn. 3rd Force Service Support Group, found out about the event,
she immediately volunteered along with 14 Marines in her unit. Stanefzewski
said it was a great opportunity for Marines to get to know Okinawan neigh-
bors and vice versa. Though Stanefzewski had never played “wheelchair soc-
cer,” she said she had a wonderful time playing and watching the game.

Lance Cpl. Brian P. Wyre was one of Stafefzewski’s Marines who volun-
teered to participate in the tournament. “I thought this was a good chance to
come out here and help,” he said. “I got to interact with Okinawan people
more than | thought, which sometimes seems hard because of the language
difference. But this was nice and | had a fun time.”

“It was harder than it looks, but | enjoyed it a lot,” said Mater Sgt. Nicho-
las Peters, G-1, H&S Battalion, 3rd FSSG. Peters played on an adult team while
his son and daughter played on youth teams. “We really enjoy coming out
here with the Okinawan people. It brings us and Okinawans a lot closer.”

Please see “Wheelchair soccer” on page 15

Players from the Camp Kinser “Tigers” and “Orange FC,” one of the Urasoe youth teams, race for the ball in the
wheelchair soccer friendship tournament June 11.
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Camp Hansen “friendship OO0 O0O0OO0OOO0O0O0O
Oo000o0ooooan

gate” reopens

Story by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

After nine-months and more than $650,000,
Camp Hansen’s Gate One reopened April 1
with a completely new look.

During the reopening ceremony, Camp
Hansen Commander Col. Mark M. Kauzlarich
unofficially named the gate “Camp Hansen
Friendship Gate,” in honor of the Marine
Corps’ long-standing relationship with the sur-
rounding Okinawan community.

“We’ve been waiting for this day,” said Kin
Town Mayor Tsuyoshi Gibu during the reopen-
ing ceremony. “The Marine Corps did a very
good job in the renovation.”

“The new and extended ‘Friendship Gate’
area helps improve the appearance of the gate
as well as traffic safety by significantly reducing
congestion on Route 329,” Gibu added.

He also said that the people of Kin Town
and surrounding communities greatly appreci-
ated the base’s efforts to reopen the gate as
soon as possible.

Marine Corps Base Camp Butler Chief of
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Photo by Sat. Chanin Nuntavong
Kin Town Mayor Tsuyoshi Gibu shakes hands with Camp
Hansen’s commander, Col. Mark M. Kauzlarich in front of

the remodeled gate after the reopening ceremony April 1.
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Staff Col. Bradley E. Turner, Onna Village
Mayor Fumiyasu Shikiya, Ginoza Village Mayor
Hajime Azuma, Kin Town Assembly Vice
Chairman Shoshin Nakama and Ishikawa
Chief of Police Shoichi Shinzato were also in
attendance at the ceremony.

Continued from “Wheelchair soccer’ on page 14 gooooooooooooooa

“I'm really thankful that Kinser agreed to provide this facility oo0oooooo

today,” said Kaneda, who coordinated the event with 00o00oooooooooooonDodoooooooon
Camp Kinser. “l am also glad many Marines and 00000ooooOo000000ooooooooo0ooooooo
families came out to support us. With the sup- 00000000 D0o00oOooDoooooooooon
port, we accomplished our goal today to bring 0o000o00oD00moo0ooooooooonn
people together and deepen our friendship oooooooooon
through wheelchair soccer.” 0doodooooo0moooooooooon
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Lance Cpl. Han Y. Zhang (right), from
Camp Kinser, tries to steal the ball poooooooonoonoonoongn
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from Nanako Asato of the Urasoe-
based “Team Abilities” during the
wheelchair soccer friendship
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e have been studying English
Won Camp Schwab for 2 years and 3
months ... since March 2003. A total of 175
students studied English on Camp Schwab in
2003 and 350 students studied it in 2004. About
190 students have been learning English on the
camp this year. The students are not only from
northern Okinawa, but also from other districts
including Naha.

About 100 volunteers from the U.S. Marine
Corps have been kindly and eagerly teaching
us, in spite of their hard duties. Indeed, |
appreciate them very much.

Some of the Marine volunteer teachers just
came back from Irag and there are some who
will be ordered to go there next. The other day
we gave a send-off party at a pub restaurant
(/zakaya) in Nago City for one who has been
ordered to go to Iraq for a year and half. | indeed
felt by seeing him depart that | had sent one of
my family to Iraq.

Anyway, we are very happy to have Camp
Schwab nearby, because the command’s
sincere generosity permits us to come onto the
base and allow the volunteers who belong to
the base to support us studying English.

We indeed appreciate them very much. (A
student from Nago city: Koichi Nakamasu, 68
years old)
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discovered the Okina Wa magazine online

through the (U. S. Marine Corps on Okinawa’s)
homepage. | decided to write to you because | have
long beeninterested inthe U. S. military on Okinawa.
| am especially interested in seeing the kinds of
interaction between the service members and
Okinawan people.

Frankly speaking, many of the opinions voiced
aboutthe U. S. military bases are negative. On the
contrary, | personally think Okinawa is a place
where people can experience international
exchange in their daily lives. It is as though one is
experiencing a trip overseas while still in Japan,
which is the very reason why | like Okinawa. I've
been to Okinawa several times and personally liked
the atmosphere at Gate 2 Street and Park Avenue
in Koza (Okinawa City). | never get tired of those
places. Next time | come to Okinawa will be during
one of the events that are open to the public. I'm
looking forward to reading the next edition. (Kosuke
Kato, Aichi Prefecture)
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ello. My name is Takashi Hamamoto, a resident
H of Chatan Town. | accidentally found out about
Okina Wa. The animosity towards the U. S. military
bases on Okinawa and protesting activities against
them are now on a level of harassment of the U. S.
military service members and their families. As a
local resident of Okinawa, | feel indignant with the
mass media and the civil service workers’ labor
union, which promote anti-base propaganda.
| am the publisher of “Okinawa Yellow Pages.”
Aside fromit, | am planning to launch a website to
accurately introduce the U. S. bases on Okinawa,
aiming to help people better understand them. Inthe
Web site, I'd like to clarify that the entire population
is not against the bases on Okinawa, and many
Okinawans wish to live together with the bases. |
also want to emphasize that it is important that
Okinawa should develop friendly international
relationships through mutual understanding of the
U. S. military service members and their families,
which will contribute also to the future of Okinawa.
(Takahsi Hamamoto, Chatan Town)

See page 17 for more “Readers’ Voices”
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Thank you for taking the time to read Okina
Wa. Your comments, suggestions and feed-
back will help us improve!

TRECGH, HTHK

oooooo
paoeditor@mcbbutler.usmc.mil
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Continued from “Readers’Voices” on page 16

(Question)

n Okina Wa Vol. 3-4, | found the article about “U.

S. Naval Hospital intern doctors teach Okinawans
life saving skills” and an accompanying photo
showing Dr. Toshikazu Uema, hygienics section
chief, Naha Quarantine Station, receiving instruction
in the course. | was very touched by the comment
made at the end of the story by Lt. Cmdr. David P.
Murphy, which expressed the U. S. military’s deep
consideration (of the people of Okinawa).

Regardingwhat Lt. Cmdr. Murphy said, “We now
have the ability to teach up to 15 Japanese students
a quarter the skill of saving a life at no cost to them
..., in the article, I'd like to know if there are any
BLS and ACLS courses scheduled to open in the
future.

The last time it was held on January 14. It is now
mid-June. | assume the Japanese interns are busy
themselves April through June and don’t have time
to offer such classes to local doctors. Nonetheless,
the importance of the roles of bystanders in case
of emergency has been emphasized more than
before. | respectfully request the Naval Hospital to
continue the program, even if it's reduced to twice
a year from once a quarter. | place high hopes on
Lt. Cmdr. Murphy and his leadership. (Shigeto Abe,
director, Naha Quarantine Station, Ministry of Health,
Labor and Welfare)

(Answer)

This year’'s Japanese interns are now in
preparations to provide the course as instructors.
They are working hard for it while fulfilling their
duties as interns at the hospital. They are all looking
forward to teaching the courses, and looking to
provide the first one before the end of the year. (U.
S. Naval Hospital, Okinawa)

Editor’s thoughts
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OO000 (Ichino Kuba) 637-1886
000000 (Elena Takaho) 636-2022
0000 (Hiroko Tomimura) 645-7766
0000 (lchiro Umehara) 622-9561
00000 (Chiyoko Kochi) 623-4509
0000 (Fumio 1ha) 625-2544

643-7294

O 0O 0O O O (Community Relations Specialists) L1 L [
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E-mail subscriptions to this publication are available on-line by visiting
www.okinawa.usme.mil/Okina_wa/subscribe.html and completing the on-line
subscription form. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the latest

issue has been posted on the website. The publication can be

viewed in .PDF format on-line or downloaded off the web.

Okina Wa is an authorized publication of the United States

Marine Corps. It is published to inform Okinawan commu-

nity leaders, educators and concerned organizations and per-

sons about U.S. Marine Corps activities on Okinawa and in the

region. The contents of Okina Wa are not necessarily official views of, or
endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government or Department of De-
fense. It is published quarterly by the Consolidated Public Affairs Office,
Marine Corps Base Camp Butler 098-892-5111 ext. 645-0787. Okina Wa
is on the web at

www.okinawa.usmc.mil/okina_wa.html
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