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Big Circle is an authorized publication of the
United States Marine Corps. It is published to inform
Okinawan community leaders, educators and con-
cerned organizations and persons about U.S. Marine
Corps activities on Okinawa and in the region. The
contents of Big Circle are not necessarily official views
of, or endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government
or Department of Defense. It is published quarterly by
the Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler. Big Circle is on the Web at
http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/Okina_wa.

E-mail subscriptions to this publication are
available online by visiting http://www.okinawa.
usmc.mil/Okina_wa. Subscribers will receive an
e-mail when the latest issue has been posted on the
Web. The publication can be viewed in .pdf format
online or downloaded.
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ON THE COVER | More than 280,000 people gathered in
Naha for the world'’s largest tug-of-war contest, known
as the annual Naha O-tsunahiki. The tug-of-war is the
climactic event of the Naha Festival. The center of the
tug-of-war rope stands 10-feet tall, towering over

all spectators. The rope, constructed into two pieces,
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represents east and west Naha. Before the heaving begins,
the two pieces are connected, representing the unification

of Naha. BBEAME I L LTSNS, HRARKBROM
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Big Circle reflects uniqueness of Marine Corps

his edition of Okina Wa
(Big Circle) magazine
highlights the unique-

ness of the Marine Corps on
Okinawa through stories on
events, programs, and individu-
als linking the Marine Corps
and Okinawan communities.
The story on Futenma Air
Station service members par-
ticipating in Ginowan City’s
Kachashi Contest illustrates the
team’s opportunity to experience
Okinawa’s unique culture.
Meanwhile, an article about
Japanese Spouse Orientation

highlights one of the unique
programs offered by Marine
Corps Community Services
here.

Additionally, through stories
about Okinawan firefighter
Morimasa Oshiro, who won a
prestigious DoD award, and
retired Marine Sergeant Major
Sam Epperson, who has been an
integral member of the Henoko
community for more than 20
years, readers learn about two
amazing people who serve both
the military and Okinawan com-
munities.

Also in this edition, we kick
off a new series, “Marine Corps
101.” This series will feature
a wide range of topics about
the Marine Corps, including
organization, mission, history,
and culture. Our goal is to help
readers better understand the
U.S. Marine Corps and Marines
and sailors on Okinawa. The
first topic in the series is the
concept of Marine Air Ground
Task Force, which represents
the essence of the Marine
Corps and its mission-oriented
operations.

As far as unique aspects of
the Marine Corps on Okinawa,
Big Circle magazine probably
tops everything. As the only
completely bilingual periodical
published here on Okinawa by
the U. S. military, we hope to
continue to embody the outreach
spirit and efforts by the Ma-
rine Corps as well as continue
to serve as a “unique” bridge
between our two very proud
communities.

Kaori Tanahara
Editor, Big Circle
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Marine team competes in
Okinawan dance contest

Lance Cpl. Juan D. Alfonso

‘ ‘ I nternational Uchinanchu,” a team

0f 29 Americans comprised mostly

of service members from Marine
Corps Air Station Futenma, competed in a
freestyle Okinawan Kachashi contest Aug.
13 during the 29th annual Ginowan City
Hagoromo Festival outside the Okinawa
Convention Center.

The event marked the second time the
MCAS Futenma team competed in the con-
test. The team boasts being the first-ever U.S.
military team to compete in the festival.

Kachashi, which means “to mix” in the
Okinawan dialect, is a dance performed
by men and women of all ages to express
feelings and personalities through free
performance. It is usually performed at the
end of celebrations, such as weddings and
traditional birth-year rites.

“This is great. I think our performance
was better than last year,” said Staft Sgt.
Michael Peabody, the section property
chief of Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron, MCAS Futenma. “I was a clown
last year, and it just came second nature to
me. I watched the other competitors dance
and tried to mimic them as best I could. 'm
leaving in October, and I was glad I got to
do it again.”

The contestants, dressed in an array of
colorful costumes, danced wildly as local
musicians played sanshins, Okinawan
instruments similar to banjos.

Gunnery Sgt. Kelli L. Guy, the main-

tenance chief with Ground Electronics

Maintenance Division for H&HS, said
experiencing the rich Okinawan culture is
one of the festival’s biggest draws.

“It was an exciting adventure, getting
involved in Okinawa culture,” said Guy.
“I wouldn’t trade it with anything else.
Kachashi is an awesome part of Okinawan
culture.”

Guy said that she felt a great sense of
community at the festival. “We just tried
to show that we care about the Okinawan
community just as much as they care about
us,” she said.

The Kachashi contest was started 18
years ago as a promotion to attract more
people to the festival, according to Hideo
Matsuya, a chairman with Ginowan Tour-
ism Promotion Association. The contest is
the two-day festival's biggest crowd pleaser,
he said.

The festival attracted more than 200,000
people this year, according to event orga-
nizers.

Though International Uchinanchu did
not place at the end of the contest, they
received an honorable mention from the
head judge. “The Marines did very well,”
Matsuya said. “Their dance skill improved
so much from last year. They may win the
grand prize next year. We really want them
to participate again. We are good neighbors
to each other, and we continue to enjoy this
festival together.”

With dazzling fireworks highlighting
the festival’s grand finale, the festive night
ended with contestants and audience mem-
bers dancing Kachashi all together.
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tournament on Camp Foster. The tournament ran Aug. 29-31. 8829-31BICF + 7+ 74 A& —TiTbh/izCCiFY v h—b—F AV T,
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Okinawans, service members
compete together in base events

Lance Cpl. Corey A. Blodgett

egions of Okinawan

amateur athletes have

participated in Marine
Corps Camp Commander
and Commanding General’s
Cup sports tournaments in
recent years, sharing their love
for sports and their friendship
with service members.

In the past, the CC/CG
Cup was a Marine Corps in-
tramural sports program held
on a monthly basis to deter-
mine the best unit in a region.
However, the program was
opened to Okinawan teams
in November 2001 as a way
to increase friendship and
understanding between the
Marine Corps and Okinawan

communities.

More than 200 Okinawan
teams have participated in the
sports exchange program in
the past five years, with each

Runners take off from the start line of t

month featuring different
events including bowling, flag
football, soccer, volleyball,
basketball and golf, accord-
ing to Yasuhiro Yanagimoto,
Semper Fit Sports program
coordinator, Marine Corps
Community Services. Soc-
cer, golf and bowling are
especially popular.

On Aug. 31, Urasoe City’s
Soccer Club picked apart the
competition in the Com-
manding General’s Cup soc-
cer tournament held on Camp
Foster, cruising past both
Marine and Okinawan teams
to win the double-elimination
tournament undefeated.

Seven teams — four Marine
teams and three Okinawan
teams — competed in this
year’s August CG Cup soc-
cer tournament. The teams
qualified for the tournament
based on their records in the
Northern and Southern Camp

o T

he 5 and 10K Fun Run on Camp Kinser June 18.The
run was an MCCS sporting event that was open to the public. 6 B18HICF+ 7 - F ¥ —
TITDONIEEK - T0KDT S5V KET, RY— &350 F—. BRREF—RICHAKEATY
BERMAF =T - AR—=YA X2 DUV ED Photo by Lance Cpl. Travis V. Easter

The Urasoe Soccer Club picked apart the ompetition in the Cmmanding

General's Cup soccer tournament, finishing 4-0 to win the tournament.
CGIFYy—D b—F A2 MTHIEL. WHHABF 2 4B0M TRIZDICL =
@Y 51— 57 Photo by Lance Cpl. Corey A. Blodgett

Commander’s Cup competi-
tions held in early August.

Urasoe edged Uruma
City’s FC Real 7-6 in a hard-
fought championship game.
The teams had met in a first
round game that Urasoe won
2-1. FC Real fought back
through the loser’s bracket,
defeating three of the four
Marine teams in the tour-
nament as well as Ginoza
Village’s team.

Urasoe and FC Real took
home team awards and re-
ceived gold and silver eagle
trophies for 1st and 2nd place,
respectively.

Marine Corps Base Camp
Butler’s Headquarters and
Service Battalion finished
third in the tournament with
a2-2 record and a total of 12
goals. Marine Aviation Lo-
gistics Squadron 36, Marine
Wing Support Squadron 172
and III Marine Expeditionary
Force were the other three
Marine teams that partici-
pated.

“Our team members are
all soccer crazy,” said Yutaka
Oshiro, Urasoe Club captain.
The club participated in the
tournament on base for the
first time. “When we first

learned about CC/CG Cup,
everyone got excited about an
opportunity to come on base
and play our favorite sport
against American players.”

“We always look forward
to the tournament and to
learning something new each
time about soccer, Americans,
and the bases,” said Masaru
Gushiken, a mid-fielder for
FC Real, and a regular partic-
ipant in CC/CG Cup soccer.
“I also like the tournament
because it gives me a chance
to practice my English to
make friends with Americans
on base.”

Sonny Jones, MCCS Sem-
per Fit, said that although the
Okinawans often participate
in other sports events on
base, particularly runs and
triathlons, opening up the
CC/CG tournaments was a
major step in expanding the
person-to-person interaction
between Marines and sailors
stationed on Okinawa and
their hosts.

“It allows both Americans
and Japanese to participate on
the same playing field, playing
sports that everybody loves,”
said Jones. “You can’t really
beat that.”
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Japan Fire
Department,
gets fresh air I -
after exitinga 55— ==
burning building | =25
during MCBJ
Fire Department
training. Photo
courtesy of Marine
Corps Bases Japan |
Fire Department &

-

Foster fire station. ¥+ > 7 - 7+ 24 —E4fHE|
T. KEWHEAEHZESEBBEDO O« —%18

Z B KYESFIEXEEE Photo by Kaori Tanahara

Morimasa Oshiro poses with the DoD Civilian
Fire Officer of the Year trophy at the Camp
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Morimasa Oshiro watches
as a firefighter cadet
prepares to enter a burning
 building June 20 during
Marine Corps Bases Japan
Fire Department Academy
training. 6208, #HBRE
B HBAABRIE R T B AR
T, RETBENICRITE
EBWICA BRI DFIIERE % FF
T 5 KIFIE AR R Photo by

Sgt. Michael A. Camacho

Okinawan gets DoD’s top
civilian firefighter award

Kaori Tanahara

he U. S. Department of
TDefense named Morimasa

Oshiro, a battalion chief
with the training section of
Marine Corps Bases Japan Fire
Department, as the Civilian Fire
Officer of the Year for 2005.
The award recognizes the best
firefighter from more than 1,000
military base fire departments
world-wide, according to Fire
Chief Brian Johnson, Marine
Corps Bases Japan Fire Depart-
ment.

The 47-year-old Uruma City
resident is the first Okinawan
firefighter to win the prestigious
award, Johnson said.

“I feel proud and happy to
receive such an extraordinary
honor,” said Oshiro, after re-
turning to Okinawa from the
DoD Annual Fire Chief’s Con-
ference in Dallas, Texas, where
he was presented the award. “I
couldn’t have won the award on
my own. I am truly thankful to
the Chief and all the staff at the
department for giving me sup-
port and guidance.”

Oshiro entered the base em-
ployment system more than 20
years ago with a life-long dream

of becoming a firefighter. He

worked as a cook for a year and
as a security officer for three-
and-a-half years. All the while,
he stayed in good shape and
focused on his dream.

Today, the 16-year veteran
firefighter trains the more than
200 Japanese firefighters work-
ing at Marine Corps bases in
Japan.

Johnson said he nominated
Oshiro due to his accomplish-
ments, superior job perfor-
mance, exceptional leadership
skills, technical competence,
resourcefulness and unyielding
initiative.

Oshiro’s devotion to work
and leadership were instrumen-
tal throughout the past year
when the entire department was
working to become certified in
accordance with DoD standards
implemented in 2004.

“Oshiro and the training
department worked together to
not only translate the materials
but also to develop the instruc-
tion and put it in proper format,”
said Johnson.

As a result, every crew mem-
ber with the MCB] fire depart-
ment was certified as a hazardous
material technician, the highest
level in the category.

“Because of his accomplish-

ments, the MCB] Fire Depart-
ment was able to stand up the
first DoD-certified response
team consisting of all Japanese
nationals,” Johnson said.

But for all his technical ex-
pertise, Oshiro’s leadership
skills are best displayed when
responding to incidents where
his charisma and ability to direct
firefighters is critical to saving
lives, Johnson said.

John Arakaki, a fellow train-
ing chief with the MCB]J Fire
Department, believes Oshiro is
arole model for himself and the
rest of the firefighters. “We all
listen to him because he has the
experience,” Arakaki said. “He
teaches the firefighters and the
recruits through the best train-
ing techniques there are.”

According to Oshiro, the
department recently achieved a
100 percent certification in basic
and advanced firefighting and is
working toward a 100 percent
driver-operator certification.

Johnson said that DoD’s
recognition of Oshiro gives
everyone in the department the
motivation to reach for higher
goals, which will contribute
to the department’s capability
to respond to any incident on
Okinawa.
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With this edition of Big Circle, we start a new feature series called “Marine
Corps 101.” Our goal is to help readers better understand the U. S. Marine
Corps and Marines and sailors on Okinawa. In each edition, we will feature
a new topic about the Marine Corps, introducing many aspects of its unique
organizations, missions, history and culture.




he series begins with
the Marine Air Ground
Task Force MAGTF),

which provides a critical self-
sustaining capability that is not
available anywhere else in the
U. S. military.

The MAGTF designation
refers to the basic framework for
deployable Marine units. The
mission dictates the MAGTF’s
scale and structure, giving the
Marine Corps the flexibility to
respond to any crisis. Without
its flexibility, a MAGTF would
not be the “force in readiness”
it is.

A MAGTF integrates four
core elements: a ground combat
element, an aviation combat
element, a combat service sup-
port element and a command
element.

The ground combat element
conducts infantry, artillery and

Field radio operator Lance Cpl.
Duncan McClain, left, and fellow
Marines run next to their Zodiac

boat during a simulated amphibious

assault in Kin Aug. 2, 2004. 20044
8A2H. @R TiTbh/ kRS 3
ab—2 a3 VillkT, F-LDREE
VT 147 v 051\ TESFIHEGSRE
DIRY -2V V—> EBER Photo by

Lance Cpl. TJ. Kaemmerer

mechanized combat operations.

The air combat element pro-
vides all aviation support.

The combat service support
element provides the full range
of logistical support necessary
for mission accomplishment.

The command element is a
headquarters unit that directs all
the elements, providing com-
mand, control and coordination.

The unique and flexible
MAGTTF structure lets the
Marine Corps provide dynamic
expeditionary intervention
forces that have the ability to
move rapidly, on short notice,
wherever needed to accomplish
any mission without support
from other military services. A
MAGTF can range in size from
100 to several thousand Marines
and sailors.

Except for special circum-
stances, MAGTTFs traditionally
follow one of three basic organi-
zational structures.

The smallest standard
MAGTF is a Marine Expedi-
tionary Unit (MEU). A MEU
consists of a reinforced infantry
battalion, a squadron of heli-
copters and jets and a logistics
battalion. The 31st MEU, based
out of Okinawa, is the only
MEU based outside the United
States. It operates in and around
the western Pacific.

The most recent mission for
the 31st MEU occurred earlier
this year when the unit was sent
to the Philippines to provide
disaster relief to victims of the
mudslides in southern Leyte
province.

The next largest MAGTF
is the Marine Expeditionary
Brigade (MEB). It is centered
around a Marine regiment and a
larger air support contingent and
service support element than
a MEU. The Okinawa-based
Marine Expeditionary Brigade
is the 3rd MEB, headquartered
on Camp Courtney. The most
recent humanitarian mission
of the 3rd MEB was to aid In-
donesian quake victims in May
2006.

The largest MAGTF is a

Marines with Transportation Support
Battalion, 3rd Marine Logistics Group,
and Marine Wing Support Group 172,
1st Marine Aircraft Wing, prepare to
hook an external load to a CH-46E

Sea Knight helicopter Sept. 14 at the
Northern Training Area. JEERGIIERIST.
CH-46KEIAY [T, IMIITERZEDMLEI S
T 3B IBRMEMSE 1728 RMZE
HI%ZiE8 & E3iB R RubBHMA B AR D
[BfE 5 Photo by Lance Cpl. Juan D. Alfonso

Marine Expeditionary Force
(MEF). A MEF is comprised of
a headquarters group, an infan-
try division, an aircraft wing and
a Marine logistics group. Most
Marines on Okinawa belong
to III MEF, headquartered on
Camp Courtney. III MEF is
composed of the 3rd Marine
Division, also headquartered on
Camp Courtney, the 1st Marine
Aircraft Wing, headquartered
on Camp Foster and the 3rd
Marine Logistics Group, head-
quartered on Camp Kinser.
Recent III MEF deploy-
ments include humanitarian as-
sistance efforts in the aftermath
of the December 2004 tsu-
nami in Southeast Asia and its
emergency deployment to Kobe,
Japan, following the devastating
earthquake in January 1995.
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Sam Epperson

Sam Epperson and his wife, Katsuko, pose with the certificate of commendation

Henoko District awarded him in1989. 1989 [CINFHE MY L - T/S—Y »[CHE> 7=
RERZIF T, BEDZBEICIDI/IN—Y 2 EBFERA Photo by Kaori Tanahara
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Kaori Tanahara "‘It was Fike a warm, but strange, Efg/]\ ; n ib\\ - g 5‘) E%E 2t g }]\ Z - %% ;}:L %‘ﬁ f)( g:) 4, % %
indescribable feeling. I clearly DYV 7N b S HER B AR VADRES AN ERB S
am Epperson retired from the remember the sensation, and in ret- Lyl ]~ Bk R T L |l £ N
U. S. Marine Corps more than rospect, that was some kind of sign Mg 7R LY DL ED i Wog ki & Iy ke B KU -
i D Ficic il BB S PO i S B R
16 years ago. But the veteran that I was destined to come back to My 3 e BEORTHDIFTY A )] b;‘ T Al6T
sergeant major continues to carry Henoko.” HEramaX DB NK %% S SmELC % Cis % 53)5 /]\
the Marine Corps “esprit de corps” Epperson came back to Okinawa SRUNEN N 5] 2 4% il & BEr S5 LUTHEZEILE S
o . : . . cEpaEg ) S WL EFH N N 8
with him, extending friendship in 1968, during another short stay e ?E oo 5 i 2Ok iR Y ompnFoick ég % 200
and camaraderie to the people of before his second tour to Vietnam. Sie [jj s 2R 7|>_<:E == ; D T\ cFixd < i & END
Henoko, the place where he and his  The sense of belonging to Henoko 721X 7 F k1% 75 ¥ E WLz ] AR § wE® 3 i
. . o S ol AL, &S5 A V28— &
wife, Katsuko, have called home for ~ remained with him even after he EATIRE Yl g lc LR AT DT T ERERM w7
more than 20 years. returned from the battlefield, said e 7% T z 71;: i % R~ % ,;L IV 13 W & o 4t 1 =45 ° %
In the foyer of Epperson’s three-  the veteran, who was awarded the % t/% PG ° ﬁ\ F T’% T ® a7 T i 2 R
tier house in Henoko, Nago City, an Purple Heart for combat injuries he Z Sk
array of mementos are proudly dis- suffered during his Vietnam service. TN kM -
played, symbolizing his 28 years of After spending the next three- BHOMTR /N BN DR SN TEDTEH &
service in the Marine Corps. Among  and-one-half years as a drill instruc- = ZEP %E[S é’ L \] ERES fﬂ, N feD | - ? iz ? LIRS
. . : . . . MMel NV PAHBVDENTEANTEH T c‘:'C&-
them is a gilt-framed certificate of tor, training new Marines at Marine RICAEHEOY "YUERBVILVIEEAEHL "
commendation scripted in Japanese.  Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island, MEZICHEENLEIC 7T 35 - B N LZZAKS *
The certificate was given to Ep- S.C., Epperson was assigned to ok i B A LA =] ’]\ L/S 4 X /ﬁ\ ° g A
person in 1989, one year before his ~ Camp Pendleton, California. While LRE 2 X 2 W e fEbC 7 o ~ e \] % 70 R B 2 ik ae Y
retirement, by then-Henoko District  there, he ad the opportunity to Wi % Sl CRMZTHEEY WA EREEEE AR 7
Chief Katsuo Shimabukuro. The return to Okinawa on many tempo- % ! % ;<ﬂ % L}\ LE: %’ g ;:/ %)? % k ; % % H.° @ > 17(\ %o Fj 5
i i : ! : Wy R IS < B A D WMTTYLTHM,
certlﬁcate.recogmzes Epperson s rary assignments. It was during one % y e VEAY TR LS il
great service to Henoko in fostering  of those visits in 1980 that he met - SN L’z Lo 1 N7
friendshio b he distri d S . D ThH TREM CEHlY S b Eﬁ%biﬁ}’)b‘ﬁ
riendship between the district an his wife, Katsuko. Five years later Y Tl oAb TLMMT RE okl n
Camp Schwab. Along with the cer- they married and soon thereafter % I;i, f;ﬂ); %g N7z § . llﬁ iR /5( I ?7;6 ;91 I ﬁ D %‘ % % ° ;C .
tificate, Epperson was given the title  built their house in Henoko. He’s ERE DTN S 29 o il HIT A
of honorary resident of Henoko, and  called Henoko home ever since. W ORI yvily whewi Jkne Ma
he became the first and only for- About that time, Epperson,
eign-born inhabitant to receive that ~ who was the 4th Marine Regi- i DA
title, according to Shimabukuro. ment sergeant major, started to 17 w

Epperson’s relationship with He-
noko dates back to 1965, when he
came to Okinawa for the first time
before deploying to Vietnam. Dur-
ing his three-month stay on Camp
Schwab, Epperson said he knew that
he was somehow linked to Henoko
by fate.

“One night when I was walk-
ing alone from Camp Schwab to
Henoko, it seemed like something
stroked my back,” said Epperson.
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focus on promoting good relations
between the base and the district.
He provided local businesses with
his home and office telephone
numbers, so they could contact him
directly with their concerns. He
also participated in numerous local
community events, served as base
representative to assist Henoko
district council, and volunteered to
teach English to local residents.

see EPPERSON on pG 17
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With shouts of
“Hai-ya!"” — the
equivalent to
“heave-ho” and &
“pull harder”-
Okinawan men | &

lead their teams [ %
during the Great oy
Tug-of-War §' %%

event at the
Naha Festival
Oct. 8. The rope

measures nearly "‘5
600 feet. Photo by 3
Cpl. Scott M. Biscuiti B
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Marines, sailors gather for
Naha Festival's tug-of-war

Lance Cpl. W. Zach Griffith

ore than 200

Marines and sail-

ors stationed on

Okinawa gained
firsthand experience in the
world’s largest tug-of-war
competition Oct. 8 during the
annual Naha Festival.

The service members, who
were with the Single Ma-
rine Program, attended the
festival’s climatic event known
as Naha O-tsunahiki, add-
ing to the crowd of more than
280,000.

Lance Cpl. Michael Hogan
said he has attended the tug-
of-war contest numerous times
before as a family member
living on Okinawa. This year
was the first time he actually
participated in the event.

“It is different actually being
in the mass of people all trying

to pull that giant rope,” Hogan
said.

Being in the midst of the
frenzied crowd of participants
was comparable to attending a
high-energy rock concert, ac-
cording to Cpl. Richard Vallejo.

“Chaotic is the only word
I can think of,” Vallejo said.
“I've been in a lot of mosh pits
before and that’s what it re-
minded me of. The only differ-
ence was everyone was working
toward a common goal.”

For the service members
who attended the event, it left
a strong impression.

“Any event like this that you
partake in while on Okinawa
is like experiencing history,”
Vallejo said. “It is just that
this one is probably the most
exciting.”

The east side was declared
the winner of this year’s O-
tsunahiki.
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Manly Slough, executive chef and manager at Awase Restaurant, explains turkey parts to JSO participants during a September “American holiday cooking” class. 95 @

JSOEZF—[F7AVUAHY -

RUTF—-o9F2J] OBMEIC.

BHRTEDLDNStARORBMICOVWTHATS, 77 VRIS DT Y — - AO—HEBRFIR S v —

Ex HERABBEZSE

N/ A RIS LEHA
NBBZS TO Ay TS
TEH) ZREL LS &
TEIESE R DS RS IS 2 O s 2
JsO) ZF3fEL TV 5,

Feaiagkiimoa s o Lt
FHITHRIL L TV B KEHED, JSOH
PEEN TV DIRMHOR, KH
P« 22 - WHERICHBET 2 ANEE
SRR AR AR (MCCS) F:fiED
JsoiBmL T3,

SR HEOENET TR
<. RO TH % HAFICHIG I
WanZ e b, HARNERMBE DY
zéﬁﬁﬁbi@%&b\ LT O
MCCS7 7 S U—F—LEIT ¢ T
TISOZHHMY T 2 FkG I S Ao

JSOTIlX. RIEDODRARICE T
BAEEZET BT A R TR
Wi« MR IR R £ A TR
Mo —v 2%k, HLKE %
WCHINT 2% 8, 7—<HIFIHE
FHHBML TV, HXo (kb
R, EMERTHFICRIGDT

14 - KEGEH - 2006F #H 5

NEENBETLDFETICT 5M
BEJSOTHBICHEIC LS, &
BEho, £IF—TIF, HEHANTZ
ensdhork) v TRZEY
— BT SR REEL TS
&b\ao

Fio. HANEMBEDIE U TR
DR IR AN P 72 a5 5 3H
DO IF—M3r HiC 1 Efrbh, &
IS —BIMGIKEB R Y 0K
O EHIE, KEHWBAER, B
—UC R, HE TS LEE, EE
EEREEZENTES,

JSODFTEHE. FSZALRRERS T
DAL T2 KO E B O %
ZHME UT20014EICHRRE N,
[EBEE 70 75 L ASP) o &4
BHOREDHANEZ o Tzl 34Ehi
IZJSOIC R E N, K D HARNBUES
EbERbD LR Tz, WREI
KEICBILT., X0 BOHRNG S
N3 L3I, 75 AR ETHAE
ROTETHREEL T3,

(AL D72 HAGE Tt d

5T 2T, HARANBUEE DAL Z iRt
WL, EmOEDm EE2KZ T &H
JSOOHM, LS. ]SO,
HANZNMEMZ R TES 3y b
J—IDWETEHLET) LET,

MEZTAHWCEZ ¥y RET
AR (25) A, Hiyc & HiE
B pEl AR OEWV R, KR4
Jer, FEHT R T RE 2R W SR Y
—E e, BETHANRNSRE
JSODFEIRfD B INEHh 5155 C
EMTEREVS, [T73IY—-
PYR—FIDBREL TV BDIX,
EREMDBERZ G TR, KL B
L&otLTwaznERNn &
o7,

MRS U CTIEREDHTh, E
ZILIC e RF NI BED
L7z LT DR, AN YEDH
(B1) Eh, FEBLTPEHET. KO
FEE Dz L, WLz
EWNINAL UV E AT, SHICHfEE
NIZ3HBOYE I F—IcHIHTSML
7o FHTOHGEA B HORER &

T, 2EBOT XV HETHOM., Kk
ICHHD 2D ICE> TWIZEDICAD
WizEWINAL Y E X, (2K
IZJSOD T & & &, MHch - 7z
SEOBMULE S Lk LT,
IHES s HIC AT W INA W&
. TR EEhB0kN5,
REE LT, LT, 8o&Lo
Ao LEFHE, WOETHE AfHA
TIREWHENEVA] EiEoTe,
JSOKFEEM DT L V& « 7«
NN—=T A, EADEL L T304
ROF Y VT EZHEORRNT TV, il
BB O RDE R EIfES A ML
AR, BRAKITHIGTZ 51z L
Iz zoict, BEEIZISO%EF
. BEESRET TS LR
RARPRICTEH TR & LEEd, T
HEOET 2D N B & &R
L. ZZ CHMmMcER~ZES T2
TV, MDOANTZBOTIFICES T
T, EEORERD T ENTE,
ZTNHEREICESZTLE D,
G-t /)



Marine Corps program supports Japanese spouses

Kaori Tanahara

e Marine Corps on Okinawa spon-

I sors a Japanese Spouse Orientation

to provide a “one-stop information
source” for Japanese who are married to U.S.
service members and civilian government
personnel.

While the U. S. military offers various fam-
ily support programs throughout the world,
JSO is a unique program provided only on
Okinawa. Attendees come from all four U.S.
military services.

Japanese spouses have endless questions
due to language and lifestyle differences and an
unfamiliarity with the military organizations
where their spouses work, according to JSO
Coordinator Maki Takahashi, Family Team
Building, Marine Corps Community Services.

JSO offers briefings on different subjects
each month, inviting various base organiza-
tions to introduce their services. Examples in-
clude the American Red Cross and Navy-Ma-
rine Corps Relief Society, which help handle
family emergency situations. Other topics
include common cultural differences and
spousal expectations in child rearing, according
to Takahashi. JSO also offers information on

counseling and family advocacy programs.
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JSO participants Aika Zukeran (left) and Wakako Rigg photograph a turkey using a cell phone camera as part of a

Japanese spouses, participating in a three-day seminar
held in May, listen to Maki Takahashi, JSO coordinator,
Family Team Building, Marine Corps Community
Services. SHEICE > TIThN/A5ADISOLI F—ICB
mu. BEBENEERT7 7 IVU—F—LELNT1 T
JSOEYDEEMRE S ADHBER< BEAAERBE

Issues unique to Japanese spouses are also
covered during an intensive three-day seminar
offered once every three months. Participants
are given information on issues such as U. S.
immigration and visas, the military pay system,
financial management, medical care, and edu-
cational programs just to name a few.

JSO was preceded by the International
Spouse Program (ISP), founded in 2001
to support foreign spouses with common
concerns that stemmed from intercultural
marriages. It was renamed JSO three years
later because nearly all ISP participants were

shopping list prior to Thanksgiving. 7 A U hO#HOESHEZFIC, EWVYU R FAICEFEEOHNAS T —F—
(tER) NEEZES. JSSOZMEOHKBESESA (K) & YVIHMETFEA

Japanese. It remains open to all international
spouses, but is now tailored more toward
Japanese. AllJSO classes are translated into
Japanese to ensure a better understanding of
the material. The JSO is also open to fiancées.

“JSO aims to address the concerns of Japa-
nese spouses and improve the quality of life by
providing useful information in Japanese,” said
Takahashi. “Participants also network with
other Japanese spouses during JSO seminars.”

Kanna Gadbois, 25, who is expecting her
first child in July, said that she obtained useful
and detailed information from JSO instructors
as well as other participants. The information
encompasses everything she wanted to find
out, including differences in OB-GYN care at
both local and military hospitals, filing of dual-
national birth certificates and childcare support
on base, she said.

“T'he Marine Corps has a lot to offer to
support not only service members but their
families,” said Gadbois. “I think that’s because
they care about us, the families, which makes
me feel protected.”

“I recommend it to any Japanese spouse
who hasn’t had the chance yet to take it,
not just newlywed spouses,” said Mutsumi
Henz, 31, who recently returned to Okinawa
from the United States. Henz moved to the
States six months after marrying a Marine
on Okinawa because her husband received
transfer orders. She said that during the two
years she lived in the States, she realized how
dependent she became on her husband due
to language and cultural barriers and her lack
of knowledge about living outside of Japan.
Learning about JSO while in the United
States, she decided to take classes as soon
as she returned to Okinawa. After taking
a three-day JSO seminar this May, as she
entered her eighth month of pregnancy, Henz
said the course helped her become more self-
reliant. “T'll have my baby soon. As a mother
and a wife, I cannot rely on others forever.”

JSO Honorary Advisor Brenda Weber,

a veteran military spouse with more than

30 years of experience, said military spouses
should take full advantage of the resources
and programs provided by the Marine Corps,
including JSO, to get tools and skills to cope
with stress or crises related to their Marine’s
deployments.

“Please get involved in your spouse’s
Marine Corps unit,” she said. “You will make
lifelong friendships and build your personal
self-esteem by being informed and helping
others.”
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om reading the Okina

Wa (Big Circle) Summer
Edition, I learned that 3rd
MEB, 3rd MLG and VMGR-
152 contributed to the world’s
effort in support of the Indonesian
earthquake victims. I think Japa-
nese and American governments
should take this fact into consid-
eration when they carry out the
Marine Corps realignment plan.

Fumihiro Ashimine
Naha City
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ticle written by Camp Kinser

Community Relations Spe-
cialist Kuba, which ran in the
Okina Wa 2006 Summer Edition.
In the article, Kuba said, “Having
worked with the American mili-
tary for years, I thoroughly believe
that service men are the ones who
truly hate wars ... I feel pain in my
heart when I think of the cross
that (they) will have to carry.” 1
could not agree more with this
statement. I've read stories that
introduced community relations
specialists in past editions, but I
have never known anyone who
expressed such an important point
so plainly. Only you, having 10
years of experience as a commu-
nity relations specialist, could have
put it in words as you did. If T were
to add to your writing, it would
read, “And it is the families of the
service members who lament over
their loss.”

My father was an army pilot
who aided suicide aircraft during
World War II. When the war
neared its end, his duty was to

I came across an impressive ar-

aid and guide his subordinates
in suicide aircraft to attack points
above Okinawa, where he would
ascend to high-altitude to con-
firm the results. Just a few days
before the war ended, he was
chosen to go on a suicide attack
mission himself. Upon hearing
about his final order from him,
my mother, who was pregnant
with me at that time, traveled
from Tokyo to the base in Kyushu
to bid him farewell and returned
to Tokyo one day before the war’s
end. The day the war ended was
the day my father was slated to
go on the mission. My uncle used
to laughingly tell me that if the
war had lasted another day, I
would have become a fatherless
child. When my father listened
to Emperor Hirohito’s radio
broadcast announcement that
Japan surrendered, he stabbed
his eyes with his fingers, swearing
that he would never fly aircraft
again. It was fortunate that he
didn’t become entirely blind.

Anyway, I just wanted to send
you a quick thank-you note for
the article that made me feel so
relieved. Sincerely.

Shigeaki Kawai
Ishigaki City
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ello. I enjoyed reading
the Big Circle magazine
for the first time when I

obtained a copy at Camp Hansen
the other day.

I was born and raised in main-
land Japan and moved to Okinawa
two and a half years ago to settle
down here.

I found the magazine very
easy to read because it is written
both in Japanese and English. I
thought the articles about mili-
tary friendship and interaction
with local communities, which I
didn’t know about before, were
very interesting.

When I lived in Tokyo, I never
had a chance to go to any open-gate
event on Yokota Air Base. There
are many bases on Okinawa. I'd
like to take advantage of opportu-
nities to get on base whenever they
are open to the public.

If many more people get a
chance to read this magazine, they
can learn about military activities
from different angles.

Ryutaro Taya
Motobu Town
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“Though he wore chevrons at
that time, we recognized him for
his service to the community,” said
Shimabukuro, referring back to the
community’s decision to honor Ep-
person before his retirement.

After retiring from the Marine
Corps, Epperson became an em-
ployee of a bank on Camp Schwab,
where he’s now the branch manager.
Although busy with his full-time job,
and recently having dealt with health
issues, Epperson continues to find
time to help his adopted community,
both by acting as a liaison between
the village and the base and by as-
sisting local residents and business
associations.

Katsuko remembers when she
and Epperson were asked to teach
English to the Nago Chamber of
Commerce as the members prepared
themselves for the Okinawa G-8
Summit held in 2000.

“We were so busy with the task.
There were times we just didn’t have
time to see each other at home back
then,” she said. “He was a Marine.
Volunteering to help others was
something he pursued in earnest
while he was in the Corps.”

Fumio Iha, Camp Schwab’s com-
munity relations specialist since
1993, calls Epperson an indispens-
able resource because of his experi-
ence and knowledge as a Marine and
Henoko resident.

“He must have endured more
burdens than I can imagine, said
Iha. “He is so generous to others, but
strict to himself. He is the Marine of
the Marines.”

“Once a Marine, always a Marine,”
Epperson responded. ‘I believe in Ma-
rines looking sharp, being sharp, acting
sharp and taking care of each other.”

Epperson’s display of these
simple life principles have endeared
him to his community over the years.

Shimabukuro once considered
Epperson as a foreigner, but now
says he is “Henokese.”

‘His generosity, morale and willing-
ness to help neighbors have never
changed,” Shimabukuro said.

Epperson, meanwhile, has always
been impressed and inspired by the
generosity of his Henoko neighbors,
whom he refers to as his “brothers.”

With his second retirement
nearing, Epperson said he is looking
forward to many things, including
cycling, kayaking, skin diving, golf-
ing, farming, teaching English and
learning Japanese.

“T'l tell myself, ‘Ok, Sam, you're
retired. Go ride your bicycle, play
your golf, go sea kayaking, be a
house husband and help out He-
noko,” said Epperson.

Getting older with his wife Katsu-
ko, along with his Okinawan brothers,
Epperson said his ultimate plan was
to build an Okinawan style tomb, to
make Henoko his eternal resting place.
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Interaction beneﬁts base, Okinawan communities

Elena Takaho

ello to readers of Big
Circle. Seven years have
flown by since I started

working as the Community
Relations Specialist at Marine
Corps Air Station Futenma.
Shortly after taking the posi-
tion, the G8 Summit was held
on Okinawa and I recall media
from various countries visited
the air station. Since then,
MCAS Futenma has con-
tinuously gotten attention from
various angles,
and it is not an

COMMUNITY

RELATIONS overstatement

PERSPECTIVE t© s thag a
day doesn’t go

by without the

air station being mentioned in
the newspapers.

Most of my time at work
is consumed in preparing and
executing official visits. Visitors
come to the air station not only
from Okinawa or mainland
Japan but also from various
other countries such as United
States, Australia, China and
Korea. Visitors range from cen-
tral government dignitaries and
congress members to assembly
members from local municipali-
ties and to university students

and journalists. Along with the
commanding officer, Futenma
personnel provide command
briefs and windshield tours.

Another equally important
job I have is to support interac-
tion between MCAS Futenma
and local communities. I seek
every opportunity to foster
good relationships with local
communities to deepen mutual
understanding and friendship.
It is my goal to be a bridge be-
tween the air station and local
communities.

The Volunteer English
Teaching Assistant Program
is now in its seventh year and
has pretty much permeated

those concerned. In the past
years, I have had opportuni-
ties to recruit MCAS Futenma
personnel and taught English
with them at several Ginowan
City elementary schools such
as Shimashi, Kakazu, Oyama,
Futenma Daini, Ojana and
Ginowan. Though not per-
fect teachers, I hope that our
endeavors through this program
serve as a step for students to
build their interest in English.
A school teacher once told

me, “Ms. Elena, usually the
students are elated when the
school closes due to typhoons,
but if the day happens to have
your English class scheduled,
they get so disappointed!”
These words of encouragement
make our volunteer efforts well
worth it.

Last year, we participated
in the Ginowan Hagoromo
Festival Kachashi Contest
for the first time as a cul-
tural exchange program. With
the help of local instructors
who volunteered to teach the
MCAS Futenma team, we
received a “Chibarisho,” an
award given to the team for the
most spirited performance. We
participated again this year as
the only foreign team compet-

ing. Unfortunately, our “Inter-
national Uchinanchu” did not
receive an award this time, but
according to the judges, it was
an extremely close competition
and our team was requested

to perform an encore dance.
While dancing with the team
members, I was moved by the
support and cheers we re-
ceived from event hosts, music
performers, festival committee
members, spectators and other
teams. Marines and sailors also
seemed to have a great time

at the festival. Some service
members coincidentally ran into
elementary school students to
whom we taught English.

“I have never given so many
high-fives in my life. This is
great!”

“This is the best festival I
have ever been to. I want to join
the team again next year!”

These are comments from
service members who were once
hesitant to participate in the
festival but are now enthusiastic
about next year’s competition.

I truly believe that my work
as the community relations
specialist of Marine Corps Air
Station Futenma is equally
beneficial to both the base and
local communities.
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Ichino Kuba
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Elena Takaho
636-2022
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Hiroko Tomimura
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Ichiro Umehara
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Chiyoko Kochi

623-4509
chiyoko.kochi.ja@usmc.mil
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Fumio lha
625-2544
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Kiyomi Tajima

643-7294
TajimaK@oki10.med.navy.mil
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