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Okinawan community leaders, educators and con-
cerned organizations and persons about U.S. Marine
Corps activities on Okinawa and in the region. The
contents of Big Circle are not necessarily official views
of, or endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government
or Department of Defense. It is published quarterly by
the Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler. Big Circle is on the Web at
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E-mail subscriptions to this publication are avail-
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Interns life at the United States Naval Hospital

Norii Tatsuya

In my first article, I described the case
of fictitious patient John Doe who is carried
to the U.S. Naval Hospital after feeling ill
on the golf course. Due to Doe’s symptoms
the hospital staff decided to send Doe to an
Okinawan hospital. So I called the local hos-
pital and heard the emergency room doctor’s
surprising words.

“Sounds like the patient suffers myocardial
infarction. How long will it take you to get
here? We will start preparing for PCI (Percu-
taneous Coronary Intervention),” said the ER
doctor as soon as I explained Doe’s condition
and even before I requested his transfer to the
local hospital. Let me tell you this. Transfer-
ring a patient from one hospital to another
is no easy task. The consent of the receiving
hospital is essential and sometimes difficult.
Such a case often involves a highly technical
diagnosis or treatment and can be a challenge
to the accepting hospital and doctor.

However, the doctor at the local hospital
agreed to accept Doe without hesitation. This

reflects the hospital’s pride as a world class
medical institution and the wholehearted-
ness toward medical services. It also comes
from the trust interns have built with them
over the years.

The ambulance carrying Doe left the na-
val hospital. It rushed to the local hospital,
lights flashing and siren blaring, carefully
threading through the evening downtown
traffic on congested Route 58. As a famous
cardiovascular doctor once described “time

INTERN'S bt s .
DIARY Mea.nwhile, the
— preparation for the PCI
is underway in the ex-
amination room of the local hospital. At the
same time, intravenous dripping, electrocar-
diogram and ultrasound equipment is readied
at the emergency room. As nurses, interns and
doctors wait, the ambulance finally arrives.
The monitor and intravenous equipment
are checked. After briefing Doe’s condition
to the cardiovascular doctor, I go back to
Doe and tell him about the cardiovascular
catheter examination he needs, the risk of

the examination and treatment, and the risk
of not receiving treatment. I ask if he has
any questions. When he is satisfied with my
explanation, we go to the catheter examina-
tion room.

The examination discovers one of the three
major vessels that pumps blood to the heart is
blocked 99 percent at its root, which caused
the symptoms he suffers.

The treatment is completed, and in a few
days he feels better and heads home.

Three months later, I receive a report from
the local hospital’s doctor informing us about
the post treatment check-up to confirm Doe’s
condition remains stable. As I make a phone
call to Doe, I recall the day (end of the ficti-
tious case).

The naval hospital saw about 50 transfers
between April 2008 and March 2009. The
number was even greater including transfers
of children and newborns. Japanese interns
deal with all those cases.

However, in addition to such duties on the
front line, interns work behind the scenes and
that will be the subject of part three.

www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle
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'The earnest look on the face of Cole Chin who appeared on the
spring edition’s cover page impressed me very much. It was like I
could feel his passion coming from the page.

'The cute thank you card from a kindergarten student that was on
the cover page of the summer edition made me smile.

When I read the inside stories, I was surprised to lean how much
U.S. military personnel contribute to the society through volunteer
activities and interactions with local citizens through sports or
Okinawa’s traditional art.

I knew nothing about such contributions. The media focuses on
the negative aspect of the U.S. military and it is unfortunate that the
contributions to the local community by military personnel are rarely
reported. In this sense, Big Circle plays a significant role. I hope the
magazine will continue to serve as a bridge or “big circle” that con-
nects the United States and Japan.

Hiroshi Toma
Uruma City
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Big Circle is full of the enriched essence of English study.
The topics and layout are impressive and the stories stimulate
motivation to learn. I am glad that I found the magazine.

I am looking forward to the future editions.

Akira Sugiura
Funabashi City, Chiba
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Book captures
Okinawa’s scenes

Hiroko Tamaki

Many visitors to Okinawa are enchanted
by the scenery of traditional villages with
sugarcane fields and the shimmering
blue-green water surrounding the island.
To capture these scenes some take photos,
others buy post cards, but not Kelly Garcia
who expressed her love for Okinawa in an
extraordinary way.

She decided to write a children’s
book, while strolling the back roads of
Yomitan with her husband who worked
for the United States military. Her book
coupled with illustrations would “capture
the neat Okinawan scenes you see around
you everyday — school kids with their big
red backpacks, vistas of ocean, sugarcane
fields, and vending machines,” according
to her web site.

Her excitement grew at the idea of
writing a book about a Shisa who lived in
a little village much like the one she lived
in and had adopted as her hometown on
Okinawa. However, she had to put her
project on hold due to her busy schedule,
and then she became pregnant.

But the spark of excitement returned
after the birth of her son Gabriel, as she
took him for walks in his stroller. During
these walks local people often approached
and talked to her. She was amazed at how
much people of all generations loved babies
and how friendly they were. “This is a place
filed with love,” she said.

Her affection for Okinawa grew even
stronger. Her desire to capture these mo-
ments, especially for her son, in the form
of a children’s book was rekindled.

Soin 2008, Garcia wrote the story about
Takako and her brother, a pair of shisas.
“When I saw the shisa on my walks, I
would imagine stories for them. For the
book, I liked the idea of making them
characters kids could relate to — a young
brother and sister who squabbled, but
ultimately helped each other.” The little
girl shisa became her main character and

all that was left was a cute name
easy to pronounce for Americans,
and she chose Takako.

Although she aspired to not
only write but also illustrate her
book, she soon realized she needed
to hire a professional illustrator for
the story. After meeting with a few
illustrators on the island, she met Car-
men Daniel whose illustration was the best
fit for her book. Daniel, who is married
to a U.S. service member, walked around
and surfed internet Web sites looking at
many different kinds of shisas, trying to
decide which one would look best as the
character Takako. She drew sketches and
showed them to Garcia, and upon hearing
her opinions made a few changes.

Erin Blunt, also an illustrator and
graphic designer, joined the team early this
year to work on the book’s layout. Garcia
comments on the website, “She offered me
more layout and typography options than
I knew existed.” Blunt said she enjoyed
putting the illustrations and story together.
“Deciding which areas of the page had the

least important elements to place text over

i

was a challenge,” Blunt explained.

Garcia’s book, a labor of love for her son
and the people of Okinawa, was published
earlier this year in English. A Japanese
edition is being prepared for market in
2010.

Before she left Okinawa with her family
in July, Garcia presented a copy of the book
to the mayor of Yomitan village, the village
that inspired her to write the book.

“I hope in some way the book can help
Americans living here to be excited about
Okinawa or their children to be interested
in Okinawa,” said Garcia the day before
she left the island. “I hope Okinawan’s
are interested in the story written from an
American’s point of view.”

If you want to know more about the
book, please go to www.shisastory.com.

Kelly Garcia visited the mayor of Yomitan village, her adopted hometown in Okinawa, with her husband and
child to present her book before leaving Okinawa with her family in July.
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(Left) The bachelor officer's quarters room has a kitchen larger than most Japanese apartments offer so Dr. Miyaji takes advantage of it and cooks more often. (Right) Dr.
Miyaji has been playing the piano since she was five. She brought the piano from the apartment in Haebaru Town where she previously lived.
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Citizen of Chatan, living on base

Hiroko Tamaki

The Big Circle is featuring Dr. Mai Mi-
yaji, one of six Japanese interns, participat-
ing in the 2009 internship program at the
United States Naval Hospital from its start
in April to its completion in March 2010.
The first story appeared in the summer edi-
tion and focused on the intern’s duties at the
Nawval Hospital. This second story offers a
glimpse into her private life as a Japanese
citizen living on a U.S. military base.

Before joining the program, Dr. Miyaji
lived in Haebaru Town in Okinawa and
worked for the Nambu Medical Center.
Upon her selection as an intern at the
Naval Hospital, she was invited to live in
the bachelor officer’s quarters on Camp
Lester where the hospital is located. This
is very unusual since the living facilities
on base are for Department of Defense
employees and family members. Japanese
employees working on base are hired by
the Japanese government and are not
DOD employees, so they do not reside on
base unless they are married to a SOFA
status personnel.

“I am in one category sometimes and

the other some other times,” said Dr. Mi-
yaji. “Regarding the contract and payroll
scheme, I am treated the same as other
Japanese employees. But as for the hous-
ing and access to certain areas, I have the
same privilege as officers on this base.”

In her day-to-day life, she is in limbo
between Japanese society and the mili-
tary community. Although she lives on
base, she can not shop at the commissary
or exchange since she is Japanese and
not a dependant of a U.S. service mem-
ber. Therefore, she has to go to a nearby
supermarket off base to do her grocery
shopping. When she went to one of the
public recreation facilities in Chatan
town, which surrounds Camp Lester, she
was not recognized as a Chatan resident
because she lives on base. People who
live on base usually do not pay tax to a
Japanese city or town, but in fact the Jap-
anese interns pay regional tax to Chatan
Town. Letters and packages to her
can not be delivered to the door by the
Japanese post office because post office
personnel do not have base entry permis-
sion. “I sometimes feel that I belong to
neither side,” Dr. Miyaji said.

Her BOQ_room is much bigger than

16 - A =7458 - 20094 #E www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle

the average Japanese one bedroom apart-
ment. Lately, she enjoys cooking in a
larger kitchen than most Japanese apart-
ments offer. The only complaint she has
is the air conditioning keeps the room too
cold for her.

She also devotes her free time to study-
ing for the United States Medical Licens-
ing Examination. For her, the USNH
program is the gateway to her career as a
pediatrician in the United States.

“Technologies in the medical field are
advanced both in Japan and in the United
States, and there is not much difference.
However, the American training system
is better developed,” she says. “I also feel
that for women, it is easier to maintain
a good work-life balance in the United
States than in Japan.

However, she intends to come back to
Japan eventually. “After working in the
Unites States, I want to bring back what I
learn to Japan.”

Dr. Miyaji is planning to take the
examination before the program ends and
hopefully venture to a medical institution
in Hawaii or California.
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U. S. Air Force

Tacit farmers return to
their roots at air base

Tech. Sgt. Rey Ramon
18th Wing Public Affairs

Life in Okinawa was difficult in the after-
math of World War II. For one Okinawan,
recalling a single good memory from his
childhood is a challenge.

At the age of 13, Chosei Hamamoto was
a boy with the skills of a soldier and little
knowledge of books; in school, he learned
to disable tanks. His father went to the war,
leaving behind his life as a farmer, a wife and
eight children with little income for support.

As an adult, Mr. Hamamoto worked for
the Base Exchange at Kadena Air Base.
When his father passed away, he and his
wife, Tsuiko, made a change that they say
has been for the best: they returned to their
roots, to what’s considered the essence of life
in Okinawa — they went back to farming, this
time on Kadena Air Base itself.

At Kadena and several other military
bases on Okinawa, U.S. military officials and
local town mayors permit farmers to grow
crops on land leased from local landown-
ers by the Government of Japan for use by
the U.S. military, an arrangement known as
“tacit farming.”

Kadena’s munitions storage area is host to
nearly 700 tacit farmers from Kadena Town,
Chatan Town and Yomitan. They work 90
acres of land surrounded by hills and a cap-
tivating view of a well-preserved past. Some
of the products grown on the installation
include limes, tangerines, mangos, papayas,
goya, togan and hechima vegetables, pota-
toes, green tea, pineapples and sugarcane.
As it happens, Kadena is the third largest
producer of sugarcane in Okinawa.

Mr. Hamamoto and his wife began farm-
ing in 1971; he was 40 and she a few years
younger. They remember Kadena’s muni-
tions area without fences. Though guarded
by military police, crops still disappeared
from time to time. Things have changed in
the intervening years. The munitions area
is now fenced-in and well-guarded. Today,
the Hamamotos need a pass to be allowed to
farm on the land, and they prefer it this way.

“I like the strict security measures to
prevent any opportunity to steal our crops,”
said Mrs. Hamamoto. They both agreed that
it makes them feel safe to work there.

14 KE45E - 20094 #+2 www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle

One might be surprised by the existence of
this harmonious relationship between farm-
ers and an overseas military base, but it just
seems to work at Kadena.

“Most of the farmers here are given per-
mission by private landowners to grow their
crops and profit from it,” said Floyd Higa,
18th Munitions Squadron chief of master
labor contract. In some cases, landowners
farm portions of their own land; others sublet
to a tacit farmer, thereby earning additional
income from the property.

“We provide them access to the muni-
tions storage area by using Gate 26 (Farmers’
Gate) for a few days and up to six months,
depending on what they need to do out here,”
said Tech. Sgt. Jerry Torrez, 18th Munitions
Squadron security manager. “We also have
a local operational instruction for farmers to
comply with when working in the area.”

To the tacit farmer laboring in the muni-
tions area, this kind of work not only brings
a livable income, but encourages a healthy
lifestyle. For one farmer, Kyoshi Miyata,
farming provides a sense of well-being. Re-
tired from the 400th Munitions Maintenance
Squadron — now known as the 18th Muni-
tions Squadron — after 40 years, Mr. Miyata
has been farming in the munitions storage
area in the 20 years
since his retirement.

“After retirement
I took up farming
as an employment
opportunity to work
my way to a healthy
lifestyle,” Mr. Miyata
said. “That’s one of the
benefits I see for the
older generation.”

Like Mr. Miyata
and Mr. Hamamoto,
most tacit farmers
are from an older
generation, one that’s
experienced hardship
and social disruptions
in the past. They use
simple machinery
and “kamas,” sickles
used for reaping. The
summer brings hot
winds and the farm-

ers clothes are stained with sweat and the
red earth. Their faces are dark from constant
exposure to the sun, but full of vigor from
their labor in the fields. They work and
work, seemingly oblivious to the sounds of
military aircraft flying overhead or the sight
of those in military uniform passing by from
time to time.

When the sun begins to set, their work
ceases and they begin their familiar drive
home past the towering fence line that
divides two worlds. For the farmers that
live beyond the fence, their minds can rest
knowing that their crops are secured on
Kadena. Tomorrow they’ll begin where they
left off, devoting themselves to the cultiva-
tion of their crops, perhaps the reason for
their own vitality.

One might be surprised by the
existence of the harmonious
relationship between farmers
and the U.S. military base, but it
just seems to work at Kadena.
Most tacit farmers are from the
generation that has experienced
hardship and social disruptions
in the past.
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Filling boot firemen’s labor of love

Special submission by Charles Steitz
Senior Advisor, Special Olympics, Okinawa

Editor’s Note: Charles Steitz helped establish
the Special Olympics program on Okinawa 10
years ago. Prior to volunteering bis time here
he worked with the St Paul, Minn., Special
Olympics in 1979.

Each year the Kadena fire fighters hold
a two-day fund raiser for the local Spe-
cial Olympics. More than 30 fire fighters
volunteered to raise money for the Special
Olympics program on Okinawa in front of
the Commissary and Base Exchange on
Kadena Air Base.

This year they dedicated the program
to Eunice Shriver, founder and honorary
chairperson of Special Olympics. Shriver
was a leader in the worldwide struggle to
improve and enhance the lives of individu-
als with special needs for more than three

decades.
Asking for donations is a hard task to

begin with, but given the temperature was
above 90 degrees and the humidity was
60 percent plus, their commitment and
dedication to the Special Olympics move-
ment was unquestioned. Last year in two
days they raised $10,400. This year the
Kadena Fire Fighters raised $10,500 the
first day and another $7,000 on the second
day for a total of $17,500. The generosity
of the soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines,
their families, and Japanese and American
citizens is amazing.

The spirit of Special Olympics and the
local program remains an inspiration to
many and yes, miracles do happen each
and every day. It is part of the vision Eu-
nice Shriver gave the world and part of
compassion and kindness in helping others
understand the importance of celebrating
the successes and achievements of individu-
als with special needs.

This year Special Olympics on Okinawa
is celebrating its 10th Anniversary. Over

1,300 special needs athletes and artists
will participate representing 77 schools
on island. The involvement from service
members, representing the Air Force, Army,
Navy and Marine Corps as well as civilians
from both on base and off base communi-
ties continues to grow annually with close
to 2,000 volunteers on game day. Their
participation with Special Olympics has
helped develop a deeper understanding of
the abilities of people with special needs
by creating a close-knit community on
Okinawa that continues to exist long after
the games have ended.

Special Olympics has become much
more than just a sports day on Okinawa.
Special Olympics challenges the world to
join in celebrating the talents and gifts of
their athletes while helping create a world
of inclusion and acceptance for all.

For more information or to volunteer for
the Kadena Special Olympics, Nov. 14, go

to www.kadenaspecialolympics.com.

Children and family members of the fire fighters also helped
the fund raising activity for the Kadena Special Olympics.

Jostacia Thomas is one of them.

HALTDFHRIEBPRED. BFRARIYILFUEY
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Kadena fire fighters conducted a fund raiser on Kadena Air
Base even though the temperature was above 90 degrees

and the humidity was 60 percent plus.
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Kadena fire fighters held a two-day fund raiser for the local Special Olympics. More than 30 fire fighters volunteered and raised $17,500 in total. This year,

the event is going to be held November 14 on Kadena Air Base.
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CFAO Security lends a

helping hand to homeless

Petty Officer 2nd Class Rex Nelson
CFAOQ Public Affairs

Commander, Fleet Activities,
Okinawa, Security Department, recently
assembled a team of volunteers that
helped put a smile on some commu-
nity members’ faces at a local homeless
shelter.

Chief Petty Officer Tammy Dowdell
and Petty Officer 1st Class Christine
Wise, both avid community relations
volunteers, wanted a chance for security
department, CFAOQ, to solely show their
contributions to the community. With
this in mind, they contacted Kasumi
Sakaida, CFAO Community Relations
Specialist, and got the ball rolling.

“Security has never went out and done
a solo volunteer project ,” said Dowdell.
“Wise and I went to Sakaida and ex-
plained we as security wanted to do
something for the community.”

“We wanted to do something differ-
ent than the typical COMREL project,”
said Wise.
a local homeless shelter and make the
necessary arrangements to hold a COM-
REL there.”

Sakaida made some inquiries and
located the Eden House Homeless
Shelter in Naha which has roughly 100
residents. Wise said they brainstormed
on what they could do for the shelter to
best help the people staying there and

“Sakaida was able to locate

came up with the idea to serve the Eden
House residents lunch.

“We sat down and talked about what
we wanted to do for the people at the
homeless shelter and came up with the
idea to serve them taco rice,” said Wise.

They began seeking resources for
their COMREL by asking for donations
of food or monetary donations which be-
gan with the donation of $100 from the
First Class Association. After getting
all necessary things in order it was time
for Wise to find some volunteers so she
sent out an e-mail requesting volunteers

10+ KE73E - 2009F M=

to attend.

“We only needed 15 people because
that’s all we could fit in the bus, but as
soon as I sent out the e-mail there were
so many volunteers. People just started
swarming on the opportunity,” said
Wise.

Due to limited parking at the shelter,
many volunteers were unable to actually
go to the shelter but were encouraged to
show up the morning of the COMREL
project to load a van or help prepare the
food. Food preparations were arranged
by Petty Officer 1st Class Charles
Rowland who reserved a kitchen for the
volunteers to use at the Navy Gateway
Inns and Suites, Habu Hilton.

After filling the stomachs of some
very hungry people and putting smiles
on their faces, sailors took some time to
meet and interact with the people they
came to assist.

“We stayed after we served lunch and
interacted with some of the residents liv-
ing there,” said Wise.

Security Department plans to con-
tinue their work with Sakaida in an at-
tempt to make this community relations
project a quarterly event.

(From left) Chief Petty Officer Tammy Dowdell, Petty Offi
serve food to residents of the homeless shelter. H— A
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JARHEAD | Kindergartners
JARGON! | practice English

with Marines

It may be universal to all militaries EDFERICE >TE FERISIER Lance Cpl. Abigail M. Wharton
that ranks are important, and the United WCEETL &9, KiELEKEHFINT
States Marine Corps is no exception. There  1&&H D FE A, MHIEKO N LB

are nine ranks for enlisted Marines, E-1 E-15E-9X TO9EREIC T HhNT GINOZA VILLAGE, OKINAWA, Japan

through E-9, and 10 ranks for officers from 0. 1HEIZ0-17050-1001 0E& — Marines from various units within the III

O-1 to O-10. Each rank corresponds to FEIT 3 DN TVE S, fl[E DB Marine Expeditionary Force and military family

the title as shown below. Please note other ZeH W EE T EMOEKITITIRE D members spent the day with kindergartners in

militaries or services have different titles for [EHRDHOET DT, KT LERL Ginoza village, Aug. 4.

these ranks. TRHOEEA, “The purpose of this event is to continue build-
In Japanese companies, Director Miyagi HAD 2T, HIIAIXER B ing good relations within the community and

is never called Mr. Miyagi by his subordi- HEZ MEHE A LIPS LIdR to allow the Japanese children to show off their

nates, but his peers, bosses, or people from KTE., EAIPHAMDOAE LLIFH: English skills,” said Kaori Tanahara, Camp Han-

other companies may call him by Mister. In = S DA EA] TSR LEH BT sen community relations specialist.

the Marine Corps, however, service mem- L&o, LM LIEBEER TR, EAZ During the visit, volunteers played with the

bers are never called by Mr. or Ms. WhenI MrPMsTH-SC EEHOF LA, kindergarteners during their outdoor playtime

started working for the Marine Corps, I had A% iESEBRICEIE 2 K51CE5 before heading to the pool for a swim party.

a hard time listening to ranks simply because 7zi& 0 DEHIE. FERICHIR A D Marines and spouses seemed to have as much fun

I was not familiar with them. But with time /M >7z7zICEEHNT HIHLEL as the children as they played tag and built sand

I have become familiar with them and would 7z, &RIT°> LENTEZDT, & castles inside one of the school’s sandboxes.

like to pass that on to my readers. TAREBIEALELL I, “I love it,” said Lance Cpl. Rebecca Ortego,

combat engineer, 9th Engineer Supply Battalion,

MARINE CORPS RANKS 3rd Marine Logistics Group. “This is way too
N y much fun for a workday.”
{ﬁﬁ%@ B%%& After playing in the sand, the volunteers and

children changed into swimwear and took a dip

Officer  O-10 General KFF ) ; .
+TE 0-9 Lieutenant General ':F”l?‘ g)l ;}Iljyssv}:l(t):i Zfr?lzls-'TheY taught the children how
O-8 Major General ki “My favorite part today was playing in the
O-7 Brigadier General HEFRF pool,” said Neo Oshiro a 5-year-old kindergarten
0-6 Colonel KAk student. “They gave me a ride on their back in the
0O-5 Lieutenant Colonel ik pool and I thought it was cool.”
O-4 Major fe 'The event provided the teachers with an op-
. g portunity to gain insight on how Marines deal
O3 Captain KR with children.
02 First Lieutenant Hals “This gave the children positive stimulus,” said
O-1 Second Lieutenant DR Momoko Nakama one of the kindergarten teach-
ers. “Seeing Marines interact with kids gave us a
Enlisted E-9 Sergeant Major () FEE fresh look on how Marines deal with kids.”
E Master Gunnery Sergeant FEE Other Marines and family members are en-
. - couraged to come back in the future, she said.
E-8 First Sergeant Ceft) Wi To wrap up the day, the group returned in-
Master Sergeant R doors to sing songs and play games. The children
E-7 Gunnery Sergeant —HHY showed off their English skills by introducing
E-6 Staff Sergeant TEEEE themselves to the volunteers and explaining the
Es5 Sergeant st parts of the body. In the end, the group satin a
E-4 Corporal HE circle and ate candy together.
E “Volunteering is a great way to give back to
E3 Lance Corporal LA the community and have fun at the same time,”
E2 Private First Class 5 Ortego said. “I want to see other Marines get the
_ E1 Private —FR Y, chance to do what I'm doing.”

8 - KRELEH - 2009 #k=  www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle



’ - |
SN

i
(]

Lance Cpl. Rebecca Ortego, a combat engineer with 9th

RE R S 3440
EHRMABKEUER DD

BRI EHINER L EooeE v $ERQEE
BN ERENQKER comwm’ Wi
ZOREREQNEH A —mEN ) ON°

FEAN NV N QERKIRZ M
ORECHEYR HEZUIFILQXZRE
REV 1IN NEE T Q RV E e
SR LPAIR 1) AV o | AJE A

KEEWREONEBERSHRINNRY NH
B N—RUQEN o MHEH VIR
QW BHEEMQEHENS 2210 JNo
HORRURDQLENLE N oo MEH
AEIVOSEOLL 51004605 0 42°

R 1R HHEE E H B R K SRR H EX R
KBEQEEHEHAY DR « /2K TIHEHH "
O VELQSR) KW’ KMvad
$5Q HE D00 5 10 | R 4°

REO RO FHINNINYT N HEH
PENIITEIR VN — R W EH IR hE
PR EIN— GBI O W D°

KEQLRNE L (ny) 87 T4 KO

2 on
SEE pE
532 WH
g 85 08
=S I% &
2E2 K
8y <
ﬂgh U
225 Sy
£3§ IH
56 0§
aalme E#T
S 0 me
SE€% wawy
S<T HiE
SEy thuH
ESE2 euwy
CTE8 HETN
§32 ®ilh
£gc JHK=R
FEE CHE
g EJoEE
25 DM R
— D
D= T o il D
S=SsmEyY

KONQT DN—RPUELNIA XQEW
R IV LUNORIETR N4 | AUFEONC
SHEQCRER Ryt BUEEMEN-E
#1100 Eo 0 © RIVIRN 1) AR U L°
SERHRHAB” MHERHLIAO VL LER
N30 ° BHRMRNKAVESOOENN
WY RO MEH IS O RWHE T &
ORI AR UM | AUFE D 2°
EERABHY SRABHRIMR e
KIWEO LSRN
NOOIQER VvV HIKRFIHIKD
MEYELS R oON° MhEE T #ET
POMESYRONS TQUERSIEWY
MO LoD KEEN R ON IERIEN
B0 DT B8 K QBN Y ¢ 4°
RR2ORTIHENE R THRNNIRYT NEER
QT FEURN ON O ROEE IR
HDE ORI FQEHERMI D" WKL
IO IRV O S | AUREONC
(X NAURYR = D=L D))

RM»>T

-

S8 >

= : .

8 &2 H
E-B N

v T D -
=2 £ 5 —_-=
.mﬂM. IN R
T8s =xs¢
gy RN~
202 Uwx |
Si3 &R
S > Iz »
mmw SiNw
3EE TR
22 XP2

72~ <

SES HEWS
=38 ﬁﬁ.ﬁm
i°5° HRE
N2 g e =
M.Wg mzmm_.._AIl
.Mam meV s
S55 SeVRE
oL BEENW
PRSI
MPGMﬁu_\th
Sse=MEIZ

-7

FALL 2009 - Bic CrcLE

www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle



Decades of Change

Hiroko Tamaki

Residents of the Gusukuma district of
Urasoe City visited Camp Kinser Aug. 10
to learn about the place their village stood
before 1945. The district, which is now on
the east side of the route 58, was on the
west side of the road until the land was
expropriated.

'The Gusukuma Volunteer Group started
organizing the annual visit in 2001 to give
the elderly residents they take care of a
chance to see where they used to live. The
tour was cancelled in 2002 and 2003, due
to the heightened security after the ter-
rorist attacks on September 11, 2001, but
resumed in 2004.

Until last year, the group had a bus win-
dow tour followed by lunch at an on-base
restaurant, according to Tetsuya Inae, Chair
of Gusukuma Residents’ Association. This
year, the annual event evolved with a new
phase that includes short on-site lectures

provided by Yasuhiro Shimoji, the director
of the Culture Department of Urasoe Board
of Education.

The small buses loaded with approxi-
mately 70 people first stopped near Gate
3, where most of the houses stood in the
Gusukuma hamlet. The participants got
oft the buses and heard Shimoji explain
that Gusukuma’s utaki, or the sacred place,
existed on this land. Utaki is considered a
place where ancestor’s spirit or the guard-
ian of the village resides. In old days, it was
the most important site in an Okinawan
community where the main religion was the
ancestor worship.

The group then moved to the commis-
sary parking lot which is on a hill overlook-
ing the East China Sea.

According to Shimoji, historical evi-
dence was discovered on Camp Kinser indi-
cating people dwelled there about 800 years
ago and a crop field existed there approxi-
mately 400 years ago. When the apartment

towers at the bottom of the hill on Camp
Kinser were constructed, an archeological
find, a shell mound comprised mainly of
shells from around 2,000 years ago, was ex-
cavated. In addition, tombs from about 300
years ago were also found along the coast.

Today land reclamation is underway
along the coast of Camp Kinser and the
landscape is ever changing. Sachiko Matay-
oshi, a member of the Urasoe City Assem-
bly, said the main purpose of this year’s visit
was for the residents to see how their old
community is changing, and for them to en-
grave it in their memory. “Please remember
the scenery so, when the base is returned,
you can tell your children or grandchildren
what it was like before,” she said to the
participants of the tour.

Furuko Ogimi, 67, said she learned a lot
from the tour. “I was too little to remember
how the village was during the war and I
can only imagine how it looked before the
war. Today’s tour was very informative.”

This year's tour included the on-site lecture given by Yasuhiro Shimoji, director of the Culture Department of Urasoe Board

SEDQF v 7 - F Y -FHEICI. HRTHEEZE2OTHRIEXLERICE SR TORHAD

of Education.
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Residents of the Gusukuma district of Urasoe City look down on the landscape of Camp Kinser from the commissary

parking lot. They visited the base to learn about the place their village stood before 1945.
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The visitors from Gusukuma
district had lunch at the Surf
Side club on Camp Kinser after
touring the base and learning
about the place their village
stood before 1945.
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Future nurses learn En
from Marines and sailors

structor to help the students learn
English in the classes. The 28
students were divided into groups

g
<
g
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Camp Courtney recently pro-
vided a rare opportunity to future

with one or two service members

assigned to each group. As the

Japanese nurses. For five days, lo-

cal nursing students were intensely

instructors explain the English

vocabulary list on the hand-out,

immersed in the English language

the students tried very hard to
understand their lesson by asking

with native English speakers.

The students of the Gushikawa

Nursing School enjoyed the an-

questions, looking words up in the

dictionary, and for some simply

nual Summer English Course at

Camp Courtney Aug. 10 through  guessing.

14. Each day, they came to the

This is a lot better than lis-
tening to a lecture, because here

camp in a school bus for their

the students can communicate in

English classes, camp tours, bowl-

English with the English speakers

ing, and more.

The first three days were com-
prised of morning English classes

personally, according to Tomomi

Miyaguni, an instructor for the

nursing school students.

at the Courtney Education Center

Students who visited the Camp Courtney commissary were surprised by the
difference in packaging and prices shown by Daniel L. Smith, manager.

“Although I don’t speak Eng-
lish very well, I enjoy the lessons

and the afternoons where dedi-

Marines and sailors put their

cated to tours on the camp.

=T

ASAHDRAT BERD/NY T—OPEERICES £,

Fvr7 - A—bZ—DR—N—3—Fy bEHN. TRX—T+—0DF

VLR

as 1 try to communicate using

duties aside for three days as they  gestures. Everyone is so kind and

caring here.” said Ikumi Takaesu,

assumed the job of English in-

www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle
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Ayano Inamine (left) and Ikumi Takaesu learn vocabulary on the e
Affairs, Il Marine Expeditionary Force. 553/ R IEEREB L0
FPOREFELZZATEEXDNE A LEITHEES A.

PR |
. i - T'm.
men.“h‘. F i

(left) Students of the Gushikawa Nursing Schoool were divided into groups with service members assigned to each group. (Right) Lance Cpl. Deranda Alexis Gomes, Camp
Services Coordinator, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, explains the meaning of an English word. (%) EFEJIEEZOEELBEIN-TI2ahh,. V-7 I1CE
BEBE KREBHEVETONE, (A) BEOEKRZEZRPIIE=ZBREUEEF v 7 - Y—ERXR - AT X—9—-DF50¥ - FUVILR - TARLESE
£, Photos by Hiroko Tamaki

who entered the nursing school
in April, the beginning of the
Japanese school year.

Ayano Inamine, another stu-
dent, said, “The classes have
helped me realize that there are
so many variations in English
expressions.”

Inamine said she thinks Amer-
icans do not hesitate trying to
communicate in another language
compared to Japanese. “Thanks
to their help, words come out of
my mouth more smoothly than the

first day. They also taught me Eng-
lish pronunciation and that has
improved my listening skills.”
To someone like Lance Cpl.
Michael Chhour, administrative
clerk for ITI Marine Expedition-
ary Force Staff Secretary, he
volunteered to teach the Japanese
students hoping to learn about
their culture, and come away
with a good learning experi-
ence through the interaction.
Japanese students taught the
Marines and sailors how to play

Janken, or stone-paper-scissors,
in Japanese.

In addition to the personal
motivation, Chhour explained
his philosophical reason. “I want
to show the Japanese people that
not all Americans go to bars and
get drunk.”

With the day’s studies com-
pleted, the students went on
afternoon tours; visiting places
such as the camp library, sports
gym, commissary and exchange.
The service members escorted the

www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle

students, so all had time to enjoy
conversations outside of a class
environment.

The fourth day was devoted
to an extended tour to the Naval
Hospital on Camp Lester and to
American Forces Network studio
on Plaza housing, Camp Foster.

The last day, they had a clos-
ing ceremony where Col. Robert
C. Clements, Courtney Camp
Commander, presented comple-
tion certificates, followed by a
party at Courtney Beach.

FALL 2009 - Bic CirCLE - 3



editors note

OKINAWA.MCBB.FCT@USMC.MIL

4 N

22 i DB = 2 1 k9 5 {ig S BX

Kk, FoDttaLiR

He e AN LTz Tl b o
FHA, HilEttEEZITFD
AR EDFROFEZ RYNICL T
F£9, ZFDiz EEBRIKT,
BRUZDORKGEHHIHDTT <

R ST20 . MO 4
MEHAEFRILIZD T 5%
L LT TVET,

ZDX IR N filid S h
NIMCEZ L BOETH, ZD
IBDIFAD—EEBILA N
LET,

Fyr S FoP—d, BED
FELHATERIC B> TR X
EEE DT REZFDBIMEEET
BRI VTATOITRICPIF %
EELZ,

AR T Nustey 1= S =

LB AR OELRED 5 HIY
HFTUCHR RGN, P
BHEREL B NTBH 5 HiGE
PUFELE,
FxoTenbEFr T
a7 OMFEHEEIKES
KUZDORMET. HEFELHE
[ TR DOEHER D F it s
EHUWVEEZ BT LE L,
Flo, SHEICAST FKERTR
T, BERGLO 1 ERICH
BAVBE—yTTOTTI,
ZHO L, B ENIH LD
MAEIROE LTz, (A2 2—
Hid) OF23520FbIicLT
WiEHBZWTETLED, E
B~ AR D BR SHREA DY}
ISHHINTNES, F7as
S LD TR S 5 254

&, HEAAA > RZ—2 DT 541
AN— Mo EEREWICE S Y
TTVET,
HOENSDFME. [ K&k
fig | ZEBICHARIETVET,
ZeHIE, PR TIEY Z
BTHERDHFLEFNL,
FIZR—LLANDOTZEIEENIC
SRR e S @AY 3
INhBd TRERE ] &, K
HEPHEDBFREEDTLL
TeDICENRZORIENTT>T
WBEDHAI BT TNE
fenEBVET, HEALET
bz, SUbEOHI G

THEARNZT IR FEVRT
FOBRAVHL LFET,
RIS

onthecover

Lance Cpl. Chris Fitts, Civil Affairs, 11l
Marine Expeditionary Force, helps Saki
lkehara learn English during the Summer
English Course at Camp Courtney Aug. 10
through 14.

Marine Corps offers various
opportunities for interactions

The U.S. Marine Corps is not an isolated
organization distant from the surrounding
Okinawa community. It values its strong tie
with the hosting municipalities and their
people. Thus, the Marine Corps provides
various opportunities for Marines, sailors
and their families to interact with the local
community and for the people of Okinawa to
visit various installations.

'There are many examples of such occa-
sions throughout the local communities and
military bases and in this edition we will
highlight but a handful.

Camp Kinser opened its gate to a group of
elderly residents, and the volunteers who care
for them from the Gusukuma district, which
once existed where the camp stands today.

Camp Courtney invited the students of
the Gushikawa Nursing School to the base
five consecutive days to practice the English
language from native English speakers.

Camps Hansen and Schwab sent volun-
teer Marines, sailors and family members to
Ginoza kindergarten to share a great time
with the children of the village.

And this year the Big Circle launched
a four-part series, following the year-long
hospital internship program. I am sure many
of my readers have been waiting for the next
installment of the intern’s diary. This one
depicts how hospital doctors and nurses
respond to an emergency case. The second
installment on the U.S. Naval Hospital in-
ternship program focuses on the private life

8A10BM 5 14HE TITON/-EHIX
BO—RT., HWREESADEEDOM
BEFEOIVR - 7149V LEER,
Photo by Hiroko Tamaki

\_ J

and thoughts of a Japanese intern.

Contributions from other services also
enrich this issue of the Big Circle. The Air
Force introduces us to the life of local farm-
ers growing crops on Kadena Air Base. And
the Navy’s story is about an outreach activity
to help the homeless.

'The Big Circle will continue to highlight
the efforts of service members and their
families who aim to enhance the relationship
between the military services and our host
nation of Okinawa. Until the next issue,
reach out to someone outside your culture,

help us bridge the gap.

Hiroko Tamaki
Editor
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Play time!

Marines from various units within the Il Marine Expeditionary Force and military family members spent the day with
kindergartners in Ginoza Village Aug. 4. 8 A 4 H. =B8R EEEDHR4ZHBICFAET 5/8EBECERFRED
RIEN., EFEHOMERE/LZSL 1BZBI LK. Phoo by Lance Cpl. Abigail M. Wharton
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