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12th Marine Regiment displays equipment

~

Representatives of
the municipalities
adjacent to the Japan
Ground Self Defense
Force's Hijudai
Maneuver Area in
Oita Prefecture,
mainland Japan,
visited 12th Marine
Regiment on Camp
Hansen Nov. 4 to
see the equipment
Marines use at the
training site during
the joint exercise. See
story on page 10.
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Big Circle is an authorized publication of the
United States Marine Corps. It is published to inform
Okinawan community leaders, educators and con-
cerned organizations and persons about U.S. Marine
Corps activities on Okinawa and in the region. The
contents of Big Circle are not necessarily official views
of, or endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government
or Department of Defense. It is published quarterly by
the Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler. Big Circle is on the Web at
http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle.

E-mail subscriptions to this publication are avail-
able online by visiting http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/Big-
Circle. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the latest
issue has been posted on the Web. The publication can be
viewed in .pdf format online or downloaded.
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Kadena Olympics Marine coordinator

The Big Circle highlights one
Marine in each edition, to acquaint
readers with the Marines stationed
on Okinawa. In this edition, I inter-
viewed Sgt. Anthony W. Foster who
works at Marine Corps Base Camp
Butler Facilities Engineer Division.

What do you do?

As a calibrations control chief,
I inspect various base gear, for
example, gear for checking electric-
ity, and ensuring it works properly.
As avehicle dispatcher, I issue trip
tickets for Japanese maintenance
workers. As an assistant safety of-
ficer, I inspect buildings for safety;
ensuring chemical materials are
stored or office equipment is laid
out in a way that poses no risk or
harm.

So you wear three hats?
Yes, and I like it that way. The

more hats I wear, the more I learn.
I like the jobs also because I get
to work with Japanese employees.
Growing up, I was always fasci-
nated by the Japanese culture. I
played a lot of video games, and
they were mostly made by Japanese
manufactures and software design-
ers. I also love Japanese anime.

What activities do you enjoy
while onliberty?

There is so much to do and see
here. I go to festivals on the Koku-
sai street, I went to the tug-o-war
last year and this year, I have been
to the Naha Haari dragon boat
race and Shuri Castle. I was very
excited to see the castle because it
was something I saw on TV and in
video games.

T also spend my time involved in
the local community. I started off
teaching English, then did land-

scaping work for an orphanage and
visited a children’s hospital.

For the 2010 Kadena Special
Olympics, I was a coordinator on
the Marine Corps side. I sent out
messages, arranged transportation
for those without a car and put
together Marine volunteers. We
raised funds and awareness for the
Olympics at the on-base golf course
by assisting golfers and collecting
donations. I was also involved in
off-base fundraising events in-
cluding an art exhibit by disabled
people in Uruma City and bowl-
ing competition in Mihama. The
preparation continued from May
to November. The Marine imprint
is so large on this small island, that
we must have a good impact on the
local communities.

I spend time with my children,
too. I take my son to American
football practices and also give him

some advice on football

Do your children like living in
Japan?

Very much. My daughter has
been a big fan of Pokemon and my
son likes Naruto. So when they
heard they were going to Japan,
they got very excited. In Japan, they
can get the anime products before
they are sold in the U.S.

Where would you like to go after
Japan?

I want to stay here.

I like the lifestyle, and this is a
safe environment for my children.

The Japanese people are very
nice and take their job, whatever
that is, very seriously. If you ask a
shop clerk for something, he tries
his best to help you. It’s also an
easier environment to teach my
children to be nice and helpful in.
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I have been studying English every week since April 2002 with the
help of Marine volunteers at Camp Schwab. There are two classes now;
the beginner’s class and intermediate class. I am in the intermediate
class.

Obur class has been using the Big Circle as a text every week since
June and we read it page by page. We finished reading all the pages of
the 2010 summer edition Oct. 4.

The English classes we had at school taught us grammar only. Read-
ing the magazine really helps us because we learn practical English
expressions that are not taught in the grammar-oriented classes.

Our class will continue to learn practical English using the Big
Circle as a textbook.

Koichi Nakamasu
Nogo City
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‘There are many different opinions concerning the Marine Corps
Air Station Futenma issue in Okinawa. The issue is too complicated
for me to fully understand but I recognize the Marine Corps on
Okinawa plays a significant role for the security of Japan and its neigh-
boring countries.

'The Big Circle has taught me that there are interactions not only on
a national level but also on an individual level between Marine Corps
families and the citizens of Okinawa through English teaching or
hobbies like Ikeabana (flower arrangement). I also learned the Ma-
rines are trying to become a part of the community by participating
in local festivals and clean-up activities. I think such initiatives must
continue, so we better understand each other.

Sueko Yonamine
Uruma City
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Okinawa sailors help local team

Cpl. Justin R. Wheeler / Hiroko Tamaki

Sailors from the U.S. Naval Hospital
Okinawa, part of Marine Corps Bases
Japan, have volunteered since 2009 to help
the professional soccer team Football Club
Ryukyu to foster a better relationship with
the local community.

During their off-duty hours, the volun-
teers meet with FC Ryukyu personnel to
help put up sponsor boards and goal posts
to prepare the soccer field when the team
plays in Okinawa.

“This puts the Naval hospital in the
spotlight,” said Petty Officer 2nd Class
Chris White, transportation director for
the hospital. “It helps develop better com-
munity relations.”

“As FC Ryukyu is Okinawa’s only
professional soccer team, helping the team
means helping Okinawa,” said David Cau-
pos, FC Ryukyu’s coordinator for interna-
tional relations and the general manager’s
assistant.

According to Caupos, the relationship
with FC Ryukyu began when a number of
the team’s supporters were unable to help
and the preparation work put strain on the
team.

“I often see American families come to
see the games, and I wanted to find ways to
connect them to Okinawa,” said Caupos.
“I know that volunteering is a part of many
American’s lives, so I asked a Navy com-
mander for help through my friend. A few
months later, volunteers started coming.”

Seaman Rashaud Peete volunteered to
help with an FC Ryukyu game in 2009
and decided to do it again in 2010.

“I enjoy getting to interact with people I
don’t normally see,” said Peete.

Peete said he especially enjoys fostering
a relationship with his off-base community.
After helping the local citizens, Peete felt
even more comfortable with the English-
Japanese language barrier.

The efforts of the volunteers
are much appreciated, said their -
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Japanese counterparts.

“The sailors are a great help for us,” said
Yoshio Kurachi, a business planner with
FC Ryukyu. “Without their help, it is very
hard work for us.”

“We start preparation works the day
before a game. Just setting up the spon-
sor boards took three to four people about
one-and-a-half hours,” said Koji Hibino,
FC Ryukyu sales manager. “But it is now
done very quickly with the service mem-
bers’ help.”

After their efforts, the volunteers
watched a game between FC Ryukyu and a
mainland Japan team.

“It’s a change of pace and scenery from
the typical routine at the hospital,” said
White. “I encourage more people to take
on these opportunities in the future.”

The next game season will start in
March. If you want to volunteer for the

team, contact Caupos at

david@ubon.jp.
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At around noon, a Marine in
my office said to me, “I'm going for
chow.” My reaction was, “going ...
where?” He taught me it meant he
was going for lunch.

According to the Genius English
dictionary (a major English-Japa-
nese dictionary), chow is “slang that
means food, meal or meal time.”

There are at least two theories for
the origin of the word. Chinese rail-
way construction workers in the West
started using it because the Chinese
word for pan-frying is
pronounced chao. The
other theory, also from
the Chinese language,
is that pickles are called
chow-chow.

Wikipedia in English states “a
cafeteria in a U.S. military instal-
lation is known as a chow hall, a
mess hall, a gallery, mess deck, or
more formally, a dining facility.” The
word “chow” is more commonly used
among U.S. service members.

I asked several Marines if they
used the word in high school or
before they joined the Marine Corps.
They said they had never used it
before starting their military career.
One Marine said when he told his
mom, “I am going to have chow,” she
had an unsure look on her face so he
had to explain what chow meant.

The word can also be used as a
verb. “Let’s chow down,” means,
“Let’s eat.”

Other slangs for food are: grub
for food, java or joe for coffee and
rabbit food for vegetables - especially
lettuce.

Well, I should finish now because

it’s chow time!

Chow
TV

Jarhead

Jargon

IETCA, BiEomEBRAIC [FyY

(chow) IZf7oTL %] EEbNE L,
B [+« - ETUToT? EBEZS
&L BBZEDITEVIEMIZE B A
TLhEL,

D=7 AHRIEEHUCIE, chowld T (
) B, BV BHEOKM] LHE
ER

FEIRICIZ R B 2 DD H B KD
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WZHEAD, REAED [5-v 4 () |
EVIFEEESTOZENIED, Z

LTES—DDFHLRIEHh
EHFED5K2E DT, HiEH
F7z [F% 7 F v (chow-
chow) | EFEATV G &
SEDTI,

T4 FRT T HEERRIC RN D
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NI EAZ VT T 7V T —EMHEN
) EENMNTVBOERTE DD EE
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fibNTVET,
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BHildEl bbb o7z E NI EZIHES
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IEBEEN, ESVIEMEDFIIAL L
TVl EVET,

COSHER, HFAL LTSI L TEE
9, Bl ZIE, “Let’s chow down" &5 & T
B BNRES ] EVIEKRICEDE T,

ZFOMDOBARYNCEET BT 71X,
grub=8"\Y). javagzldjoe=a—k—,
rabbit food (7Y FDENY)) =#3E (kf
IKLER) RERBHVET,

Fok, TOUTHEDDICLIL XD,
It's chow time! (B&IFETY 1)
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OPP presents

Cpl. Justin R. Wheeler

Okinwa Prefectural Police officers Sachiko
Shimada and Akira Tokashiki received cer-
tificates of appreciation after working with the
Marine Corps Base Installation Safety Office to
provide information for more than 8,000 Ma-
rines, Department of Defense-employed civilians
and their spouses during the 2010 Critical Days
of Summer briefings.

In May, Shimada and Tokashiki assisted
the safety office in 19 safety presentations for
Marines from all major camps by explaining the
differences between driving regulations in Japan
and the U.S.

“The idea [of the seminar] came up when
the superintendent of the Okinawa Prefectural
Police and top U.S. military officials had discus-
sions,” said Hideyuki Kitagawa, director of the
Traffic Department, Okinawa Prefectural Police
Headquarters. “It is our great pleasure that we
could give the seminar to 8,000 service mem-
bers.”

This was the first year Okinawa police partici-
pated in the critical days of summer campaign,
said Shawn M. Curtis, deputy safety director for
Marine Corps Bases Japan.

“It’s always appreciated when we have an
opportunity to work hand-in-hand with local
agencies,” said Curtis.

During the seminar, the Okinawa Prefectural
Police Headquarters provided Marines with
information about alcohol checkpoints and the
procedures that must be completed after being
stopped, according to Curtis.

The officers also provided Marines insight on
their obligations if they are involved in driving
accidents.

“We emphasized that in case of an accident,
notification to the police is obligatory even when
no one is injured,” said Kitagawa. “If someone is
injured, rescuing the injured is obligatory.”

Shimada said she believed the presentation
was well received overall.

In a survey of 300 Marines who attended the
seminar, 90 percent answered that it was useful,
Shimada said.

Cpl. William Welch, air traffic controller
specialist for Marine Corps Bases Japan, said he
was especially impressed by the seminar.

“It was really informative,” said Welch. “It
was really nice to have the Japanese police talk to
the Marines. It was good to hear their point of
view.”

Okinawa Prefectural Police Headquarters
personnel said they intend to continue their
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Halloween shines bright for

children of Rainbow Heights

Story by Patricia Sloss
CFAO Public Affairs Officer

Families from the Rainbow Heights
women’s shelter in Okinawa City were
invited to participate in the Halloween fes-
tivities on Kadena Air Base Oct. 30. Fifteen
children between ages 3 and 18 and their
mothers had an opportunity to experience
trick-or-treating on base with Sailors from
Commander, Fleet Activities, Okinawa and
its tenant commands.

For most children, it was their first expe-
rience trick-or-treating on base. Although
the Halloween festivities on base were
unfamiliar to them, when the time came to
trick-or-treat, their excitement transcended
any language barriers. “Trick-or-treat,” the
children yelled when asked what they needed
to say prior to receiving candy.

“This is a great opportunity for our
Sailors to foster a relationship with the local

community, and it gives the local children
an opportunity to experience the American
culture,” said Hiroe Shiroma, community
relations specialist at CFAO.

The children and the Sailors were split
into small groups and set off to various hous-
ing areas on the base.

Yuka Oshiro, 12, was amazed to see
people in various costumes and the spooky
Halloween decorations at the houses.

“I've never seen anything like this in
Japan,” she said.

After two hours of trick-or-treating, the
children’s faces were full of smiles and their
bags full of candy. Despite the scares they
encountered at some houses, many children
said they had great fun.

“I went to over 50 houses. My feet hurt
from a lot of walking, but I had lots of fun.
T'd like to come back again next year,” said
Hikaru Nohara, 8-years-old.

The fun was not only for the children.

Laurie Lewis, left, hands out treats to the trick-

or-treaters at Kadena Air Base Family Housing.
EFNZ=EEMT7IV-NDPUIT
rfYy -7 - bU—F1 29 5F#
ELBICBEFEHITFEO-U— - LA RE
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Petty Officer 2nd Class James Rogers, from
CFAO Air Operations, who escorted four
children, said he also enjoyed the event.

“They seemed thrilled to be on base, ex-
periencing trick-or-treating. They were very
enthusiastic, and I truly enjoyed it,” he said.

“What a night for the children of Rain-
bow Heights and CFAO. We had super
heroes, witches and a grim reaper as escorts
ensuring the children had a good night of
trick-or-treating. CFAO truly reached out
and provided the families with a safe Hal-
loween night experience,” said Senior Chief
Petty Officer Brian Jenkins, from the CFAO
Security Department, who participated with
his 11-year-old son Justin.

CFAO has had a long relationship with
Rainbow Heights and has hosted various
activities for the families there. The CFAO
Junior Petty Officers’ Association delivered
Thanksgiving turkey dinner Nov. 23, accord-
ing to Shiroma.

Volunteer Mike Walker escorts Ryuki Akahira, 6.
They gathered candy together. 7=FEHE (
6F) ERNT BRI VTAT7DIA40 -9
F—h—2h,. _A—RICBEEFEED/.
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U. S. Air Force

Kadena Airman saves life of Okinawan boy

Airman 1st Class Maeson L. Elleman
18th Wing Public Affairs

It was a typical afternoon at the beach for
Senior Airman Richard Howell and his fam-
ily until he heard a yell from the water nearby.
At first, Howell dismissed the Japanese voice
as outside conversation, but then realized his
family was the only one still at the beach near
Torii Station in Yomitan Village, Okinawa.

As he got closer, Howell noticed a man
waving one arm for help while holding a boy
in the other. The senior airman knew then
the two were in trouble and quickly swam out
to help. When Howell reached the man, he
saw how grave the boy’s condition was.

“The boy’s body was limp, and he had
white foam around his mouth,” explained the
senior airman from the 961st Airborne Air
Control Squadron, 18th Operations Group,
18th Wing. “The whole time the father was
pounding his fist into the boy’s back, scream-
ing what I can only imagine was ‘Don’t die!”

Howell and the boy’s father together
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carried the boy back to shore. That’s when
Howell’s self-aid and buddy care training
kicked in.

“When we got to shore, I put the boy
on his back and immediately started ABC
- Airway, Breathing and Circulation - but he
was completely unresponsive,” said the Allen
Park, Mich. native.

When Howell put his ear to the boy’s
chest, he noticed the boy was breathing, but
it was extremely shallow. Though the Senior
Airman had no real medical training, he de-
cided his last chance was to perform cardio-
pulmonary resuscitation.

After a few breaths, Howell determined
the boy was breathing more normally and
put him in the recovery position. While the
boy never spit up any water from his lungs, he
began to blink as he slowly regained con-
sciousness.

Not long after, local paramedics arrived
on-scene and escorted the boy to an ambu-
lance. Before leaving with his boy, the father
came back to talk to Howell.

“The father came to me, put his hand on
my shoulder and said, “Thank you,” Howell
recounted. “After they left, I sat out on a rock
in the water for a few minutes, holding back
tears thinking about what just happened.”

Not long after the incident, the boy, Ta-
tsuki, sent a thank you letter to Howell, as
did his grandmother, who wrote:

“Dear our hero, thank you for your great sup-
port. Without your rescue, Tutsuki would not be
here today. He is very lucky, and we are grateful
for everything you have done for us. Please enjoy
your life here in Okinawa, and please keep in

touch with us.”

For his heroic actions, Howell was pre-
sented a certificate of appreciation from Higa
Tomomitsu, Kadena Town’s chief of police,
during a formal ceremony at the town’s police
station Nov. 1.

“Im glad I was able to help someone when
they needed it most,” said Howell. “It’s some-

thing I'll never forget.”
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(above) Col. Keil Gentry describes different types
of artillery shells that are fired from the M777A2
howitzer to the mayor of Kusu Town, center, and other
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representatives from the municipalities that host the | o

Hijudai Maneuver Area. (right) Sgt Bachicha describes
how the weather data is read in preparation for firing
the M777A2 howitzer. (L) KGIRDRIEKEIR (F
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Representatives from mainland Japan

view 12th Marines artillery display

Cpl. Brandon L. Saunders / Hiroko Tamaki

The representatives of the municipalities
adjacent to the Japan Ground Self-Defense
Force’s Hijudai Maneuver Area in Oita Prefec-
ture, mainland Japan, paid a visit to the 12th
Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, III
Marine Expeditionary Force, on Camp Hansen
to observe a static display of artillery Nov. 4.

The 12th Marine Regiment set up various
displays that encompass the unit’s mission and
included exhibits about meteorology, surveying,
the M777A2 howitzer and other crew-served
weapons.

“We set up this static display with pieces of
our artillery to show the government officials
what we do,” said Staff Sgt. Shane A. Eckert, a
radar chief with 12th Marine Regiment. Eckert

assisted in organizing the static display of the
radar system and presented additional informa-
tion to the Oita Prefecture representatives.

Conducting artillery training in the Hijudai
Maneuver Area strengthens our bilateral ties
with the Japan Ground Defense Force, said Col.
Keil Gentry, the commanding officer of 12th
Marine Regiment. The Hijudai Maneuver Area
is one of the training sites the Marine Corp’s
live-fire artillery training is conducted on after
being relocated from Okinawa in 1997.

After the static presentation, Kohei Asakura,
the mayor of Kusu Town and chairman of the
Hujudai Maneuver Area Surrounding Facilities
Management Association, said he was able to
confirm the accuracy and effectiveness of 12th
Marine Regiment’s training.

“I've come to learn about the equipment and
training because I need to ensure the safety of
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the citizens,” said Asakura, who was elected as
mayor in January 2010. “I am assured that the
training maintains high accuracy. I want to tell
the citizens of my town the training equipment
can ensure their safety.”

By establishing good rapport with the lo-
cal community around the training area, and
hosting a static display, the unit provides local
nationals with an opportunity to better under-
stand the different exercises hosted there.

“l am impressed by the well-prepared
briefing, which was beyond my expectation,”
said Toshihiko Matumoto, director of Plan-
ning Department of Kyushu Defense Bureau,
Ministry of Defense.

“I thank (the Marines Corps) for the clear
and detailed brief, and for their hospitality,”
Asakura said. “T encourage (the Marines) to visit
Kusu-town for a cultural exchange.”
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Fun festival fosters
sense of community

Lance Cpl. Jovane M. Holland

Uruma City residents celebrated com-
munity and friendship with their 5th An-
nual Uruma City Festival Oct. 16 and 17.

The relatively-
new Uruma City was
established in 2004
after the joining of
two cities, Gushikawa
and Ishikawa, and two
towns, Katsuren and
Yonashiro.

The fall festival,
which boasted a
turnout of more than 90,000 people in
two days, featured singing performances
by teen group Kimutaka no Awamari and
several other local bands, Ryujin Densetsu
dragon dances, a yukata competition,
recitals by Okinawan dancers, Japanese
cuisine and more, culminating with a
fireworks show each night.

“Each district has a different style of

dance and culture, so it’s a great time when

they come together through the festival
and have fun,” said Umehara.
Many Status of Forces Agreement per-
sonnel attended the festival as well.
“Coming out to these events gives
Marines like me a chance to get out of
the barracks and be good ambassadors to
our host country,” said Lance Cpl. Seth
Bowers, a Marine Air Ground Task Force
specialist with Force Deployment, G-3,
3rd Marine Division, I1I Marine Expedi-
tionary Force. “In the U.S., service mem-
bers don’t hesitate to go outside the base
to enjoy themselves and make friends with
civilians. It should be no different here.”
Bowers participated and won first place
in the festival’s first-ever yukata contest.
The competition featured more than a
dozen contestants showcasing their favor-
ite yukata. Participants were judged on
overall appearance, personality and origi-
nality by seven pre-selected judges. Male
and female first and second were awarded

“On Okinawa, festivals are
used not only as a means to
eat, drink and be merry, but
also to promote togetberness
and foster a sense of commu-
nity among residents.”

along with three judge’s special prizes.

“Each judge gave one to five points to
each participant, and the one who got the
highest points in total became the winner,”
said Shinako Inafuku, tourism and local
products promo-
tion officer, Uruma
City Chamber of
Commerce.

“The compe-
tition was my
favorite part
of the night,”
said Bowers. “I
love experienc-
ing Okinawan culture and wearing the

traditional clothing. Plus, I won. It’s been
a great experience.”

“We will welcome Marines next year,
too, because we want non-Japanese people
to try on yukata,” said Inafuku.

Attending and participating in the
festival is a great way to show Okinawans
that Marines and their families are part of
the community, Umehara said.

“It’s also a great opportunity to show
them that Marines are friendly and inter-
ested in Okinawan culture,” said Umehara.

“On Okinawa, festivals are used not

only as a means to eat, drink and be merry,
but also to promote togetherness and foster
a sense of community among residents.”
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Lance Cpl. Seth Bowers is announced as the first place
winner of the Yukata Contest during the 5th Annual
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Lance Cpl. Seth Bowers has a good time interacting with local residents at the 5th
Annual Uruma City Festival Oct. 16. 108 16 B ME55[E 5 5 52 T, #hTD A=
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On behalf of the
Marines, sailors,
soldiers, airmen, de-
pendants, and civilian
workers here at Camp
Foster and Camp Les-
ter, allow me to wish all
of our friends the most
happy and prosperous
New Year. I wish you all joy and success in
your future endeavors.

This past year was another important time
of progress for cultural understanding and
mutual respect. Several important cultural and
charitable exchanges between the bases and our
honorable host communities continued to in-
crease the atmosphere of respect and apprecia-
tion among all of our people. Those of us who
are assigned to the island paradise of Okinawa
will be eternally grateful for the interaction
and friendship of our hosts who share their

CoL. DALE M. SMITH

“Shin-nen Akemashite Omedeto Go-
zaimasu” (Happy New Year) on behalf of all
Marines, sailors, U.S. and Japanese civilian
employees of MCAS Futenma.

MCAS Futenma remains mindful of its re-
sponsibilities as an active partner of Ginowan,
as well as its responsibilities to vigilantly
prepare in helping defend the great nation
of Japan if required. This past year afforded
numerous opportunities to participate in many
wonderful cultural events and activities, high-
lighted by our team Kachashi Dance participa-
tion in Ginowan’s Hagoromo Festival.

All aboard MCAS Futenma take pride in
the partnerships we’ve developed throughout
our many years of service, and remain strong
in our desire to strengthen relationships
even more so. Reinvigorating and bolster-
ing outreach programs such as the Volunteer
English Teaching Assistant Program and an-
nual Flightline Fair, will undoubtedly help us

achieve these goals.

As 1 reflect on the
past year, I am grateful
for the strong relation-
ship that Camp Kinser
enjoys with local leaders
and the people of Ura-
soe City and the sur-
rounding community.

Mayor Gima as well
as leaders in the city government, the Police
Department, the Fire Department, the Rotary
Club and the Chamber of Commerce have all
contributed significantly to a positive rela-
tionship between Camp Kinser and the local
community. This relationship has been further
cemented through a number of events including
the annual Tedako walk, a joint cleanup of the
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) /| CoL. NicHOLASE NANNA

MARINE CORPS AIR STATION FUTENMA COMMANDER

CoL. ScorT E. ERDELATZ

sacred island with us.

In the coming year there will be additional
opportunities to expand and build upon this
friendship, and I hope that everyone will take
full advantage of every occasion to meet and
exchange cultural, professional, and personal
ideas. We firmly face the uncertain future
together united in the hope for better times for
ourselves, our friends, and our children.

My wife Joanne and I personally wish each
of you a Happy New Year.
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A personal congratulations to Mayor Elect
Asato with his recent campaign victory. I look
forward to working closely with him in build-
ing a better, more bright future for us all. We
sincerely thank our local community and its
numerous leaders for their continued support
of the Marine Corps mission. I wish everyone

a healthy and prosperous New Year of 2011!
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Aja river, Kinserfest, and a series of exchanges
with the Japanese Self Defense Force.

This year has also witnessed remarkable
progress in the West Coast Development Proj-
ect being constructed adjacent to Camp Kinser.
This project, which will provide an important
transportation artery in southern Okinawa,
is testament to the ingenuity and will of the
Okinawan people to strengthen their economy
and improve their quality of life.

As we look forward to 2011 together, I
would like to wish all of the people of Okinawa
good health and a very happy New Year.
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¥ __.-"': I wish to extend my
* ~— AW wishes for a happy new
* 4 /B8N year to alll Over the
o o past year, we reaffirmed
. 'f:;" % "l the bonds of trust and
iy o _" . friendship with our
y R . .
e friends and neighbors
R ‘. I'| throughout Okinawa,

especially in the Henoko
District and Nago City.

As I have been the camp commander for
Camp Schwab for the last six months, my family
and I have been fortunate to witness the local
culture and tradition. The Hare Dragon Boat
Races highlighted our involvement in many of
Henoko’s events to include the Okinawan Sumo
Wirestling Tournament. In addition, we were
honored to be included in the triennial Mura-
Odori traditional dance and music performance
as part of Henoko’s cultural heritage.

CAMP SCHWAB COMMANDER
Iy 2T - aU—TENE

Throughout the year, we conducted multiple
educational programs to help teach English
to 505 children at 14 kindergartens in Nago
City and to 60 adults in the weekly class on the
camp. We also were pleased to invite and share
Christmas joy with nearly 150 children from
Henoko as part of our 29th Camp Schwab/
USO Christmas Children’s Day.

As we take great pride in being the 11th
residential section of Henoko, we wish all of
you a prosperous new year filled with great joy
and happiness.
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CoL. ROBERT C. CLEMENTS

The Marines and sailors of Camp Courtney
and Camp McTureous would like to take this
opportunity to wish you all a happy and pros-
perous New Year.

Uruma City citizens continue to be the most
gracious of hosts and we've continued to share
our cultures in a variety of settings. Mutual
outreach programs strengthen our camaraderie
as reflected in events such as the Drive Safe
Campaign, Uruma City Festival, Tengan River
Clean-up, Courtney Holiday Festival and our
successful English Language Program.

I wish to extend a special thanks to Mayor
Shimabuku for all of the support he and his
staft have provided over the past year as we've

Akemashite Omedeto
Gozaimasu.

On behalf of the
Marines, sailors, and
Civilian employees of
Camp Hansen I wish
everyone a peaceful and
prosperous New Year.

This past year, Marines and sailors from
Camp Hansen remained active in the local
community volunteering their time to com-
munity relations projects. The camp also held
several cultural events designed to educate Ma-
rines and sailors on Okinawa’s special history
and culture. In July, the Camp hosted Hansen
Fest to promote interaction with the local com-
munity and showcase Marine capabilities.

Much is often made of the differences
between our two cultures, but we have much in
common. Both of our countries cherish democ-
racy, value economic prosperity, and wish to be

CoL. Davib P OLszowy

CAaMPS COURTNEY & MCTUREOUS COMMANDER
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strived to enhance the relationships between
our communities.

We look forward to another fantastic year as
we continue to strengthen our alliance. Again,
we wish you health, prosperity, and a Happy
New Year.

FyoS - A—b=—&F¥ T IFMUTR
OWEKEBICHERLD, HRICHEAL THFED
BEVEHL EIFET,

I EHROBRICIIWICZO E<HICILT
WEEE, ARG THEVWOXLEXUVH>TEE
L7z, BlEEFY R—2, DHFEHED, KB
NTOHEE, I—b=—--FUF—+ Tz
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good stewards of the environment. But most
importantly, we all want to live in a peaceful,
safe and secure world. I'm mindful our friend-
ship contributes significantly to achieving these
goals and promoting stability and tranquility in
the region.

One of my primary goals is to ensure the
Marines and sailors of Camp Hansen live and
work in harmony with the local community.

I hope we will continue to look for ways to
promote mutual understanding and respect
between our peoples.
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On the occasion of the opening of Year 2011, I am delighted
to share a bright dawn of the New Year with U.S. military per-
sonnel and their families, as well as the “Big Circle” readers.

In 2010, we celebrated the 50th anniversary of the Treaty of
Mutual Cooperation and Security between Japan and the U.S.
During the last half century, the Japan-U.S. alliance has been
not only serving as the cornerstone of Japan’s security, but also
significantly contributing to the peace and prosperity of the
Asia-Pacific region. On Jan. 19, 2010, the 50th commemora-
tive day of the signing of the treaty, then Prime Minister Yukio
Hatoyama and President Barack Obama issued statements
respectively. Our leaders highly evaluated the achievements
the alliance has accomplished over the last five decades. In
the meeting held on Nov. 13, 2010, Prime Minister Naoto Kan
and President Obama confirmed to continue cooperation for
deepening our relationship. As we look at the coming 50 years,
I believe the Japan-U.S. relationship will be strengthened
through the process of deepening the relationship to what is
more applicable to the 21st century.

The presence of the U.S. Forces in Japan, including the Ma-
rine Corps on Okinawa, contributes to the defense of Japan and
to the stability and prosperity in this region. In addition, many
Marines volunteer to participate in communituy services at
nursing homes, beach clean-up activities and English-teaching
programs. I would like to express my deep respect and grati-
tude to those volunteers. Such activities are very important in
strengthning our ties with local citizens in Okinawa. I strongly
hope these programs will be continued in the future.

I conclude my New Year’s greeting by wishing all of you a
brilliant year full of hope, and asking for your cooperation to
further promote the Japan-U.S. relationship.
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I would like to wish our Okinawan friends a joyful and prosper-
ous new year. It’s been over a year since my wife, Cathe, and I came
to Okinawa, and our experience has been absolutely wonderful.
For the Marines and sailors of IIT Marine Expeditionary Forces,
the new year will bring new challenges and opportunities as we
continue to do our part to ensure peace and stability throughout
the Asia-Pacific region.

Last year, Marine Corps units under my command sup-
ported more than 70 exercises, operations and engagements with
countries throughout the Asia Pacific region, including bi-lateral
training and exercises with our Japan Self-Defense Force partners.
Our presence and strong ties with our allies reaffirm our commit-
ment to security in the region. Another important role we play is
quickly responding to requests for assistance that result from nat-
ural disasters. This past October, our 3rd Marine Expeditionary
Brigade led U.S. military relief efforts to assist victims of Typhoon
Juan that struck the Republic of the Philippines. Our Marines and
sailors provided assistance, including moving food and water, to
those most affected by the typhoon.

The Marine Corps has a tradition of involvement with local
communities which was demonstrated during this past year. In
2010, Marines on Okinawa initiated or participated in community
relations events and activities each month, which totaled up to
more than 1,000 events throughout the year. The Big Circle con-
tinues to highlight examples of events, such as Marines interacting
with local children to Marines participating in community events
such as marathon races, festivals and beach clean-ups. In 2011, we
will continue that tradition of community involvement and look
for opportunities to strengthen our unique and special friendship
with the local community.

I look forward to another successful year for our service
members and their families here in Okinawa. On behalf of all the
Marines and sailors on Okinawa, I wish you a happy new year.
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New Year’s greetings from Big Circle

Happy New Year from the Big Circle!

I hope the upcoming year will be filled
with joy and happiness.

This year’s winter issue features once again
holiday greetings. Sumio Tarui, ambassador
in charge of Okinawan affairs of the Japa-
nese Ministry of Foreign Affairs Okinawa
Office, has kindly offered his greeting for the
Big Circle magazine. And Lt. Gen. Terry
Robling, commanding general III Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force and commander,
Marine Corps Bases Japan, also includes his
holiday greetings.

'The overwhelming response from our

readers on last year’s holiday greetings
expressed that they wanted to see the base
commanders’ greetings in both English and
Japanese.

Some of our readers may wonder why
there are so many commanders.

Each camp has a camp commander and
each major subordinate command to III
Marine Expeditionary Force, such as 1st
Marine Aircraft Wing and 3rd Marine
Logistic Group, has its own commanding
general. Then each unit under those com-
mands has a commander. Therefore, there are
many commanders in Okinawa, more than

one would think, and Lt. Gen. Robling is the
top Marine commander in Okinawa, and if
a crisis occurs he becomes the Okinawa Area
Coordinator over all the U.S. Armed Services
on Okinawa.

There are many things people in the
civilian world don’t know about the Marine
Corps and I am still discovering new facts
each and every day. As we welcome the New
Year, I am looking forward to sharing my
discoveries with the Big Circle readers.

Note: Lt. Gen. Robling relinquished com-
mand of III MEF and MCBJ to Lt. Gen. Ken-
neth J. Glueck Jr. Jan. 7, 2011.
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Helping hand to soccer team

Sailors from the U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa help the professional soccer team, Football Club Ryukyu, during their
off-duty hours. They meet with the FC Ryukyu personnel and help put up sponsor boards and goal posts to prepare the
soccer field before a game. See story on page 18. 7K BEFFEDBEELIT, 20095 LIk, FFEEFEICFCHER
DAYy 7 EHIC, HEAFICERCT-INRRMDOHREZITOTIVS, HLLRB1TR—JDRRBEEDHE,

Photo by Hiroko Tamaki

3-6 | BiED TS
A TR &
LKA ED S
HHEDTHE

7 |m&arysAr
MERRE, 5 5% 0
WY TANTEI

9 | BRI 2 e s
HB SRS O
JATRT D v T
AV 2w k-

11| mOBA
ZE T, WHBONET
WED RIS

13| FUvZ %7 I—F
Hco it 7=Bh
NNy —2 %
GNY

15 | Sl il
PRI E, HEILBRAIC
HAD2Z @B 7% i

16 | v —\y k- Tr—dv

17| 9y h—F—L%z ik
W T, FCHiEkZ
YR—F

19 | ANV MLV X —

20 | ok

21 | K& ki

www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle
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