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-
BiGg CIRCL
Corps activities on Okinawa and in the region. The
contents of Big Circle are not necessarily official views
L\ of, or endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government
E or Department of Defense. It is published quarterly by
‘ the Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps

T}

Base Camp Butler. Big Circle is on the Web at
http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle.

FALL 20 11 E-mail subscriptions to this publication are avail-
able online by visiting http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/Big-
Circle. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the latest

issue has been posted on the Web. The publication can be
viewed in .pdf format online or downloaded.

TABLE OF CONTENTS REGFEIE KEBIBERAIDOHKEEE

T EAKREBEBOEENCEEODD S

TTDIEEEE IR BHERRE. T DD
HEEPEANDERIBHREZBENE LTHRIT
EThEY, REGHRONBIE, 47 LEBE
B KEBAT. KEFHREDRRERET
HBEFRVE A HSHEBIFEEF T
NEZ— BEBEMHESIRERT (CPAO)
H3-BTEITRITLTVE T, KEGHR
D77 KLAIE : http://www.kanji.
okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle.
LRI T T RECHELDA G, £
DI THA M BA—IVT FLAICEF &
UVIARTLIEEW, BLRAAEAIG. VT 7k
ICHRINMBEEND & BIA—IVERET
B&INEHEOTVEY, YT THRlE PDFZE
T AVEZ—xy FCH%, £fadddr>ro—
RBTENTEET,

COMMANDING GENERAL
Maj. Gen. Peter J. Talleri

PUBLIC AFFAIRS DIRECTOR
Lt. Col. David M. Griesmer

MANAGING EDITOR

Master Gunnery Sgt.
Charles F. Albrecht
EDITOR
Playing in Harmony pq.4 ke T
ying Y »o.

Asuka Kikuta, a student from Oshima Island, says goodbye to her host family after spending four days together EDITORIAL SUPPORT
on the home-stay program hosted by Marine Corps volunteer families for 25 students and four chaperones Megumi Tamaki
from Oshima Island Aug. 6-9. 8H9H [CHF TiThhick—ARTA 7055 LADEEB. 4BEZHIC Sayuri Toyoda

BIULERRMZ7 IV —ICHNESIFRABOEFROFHBETE A, BEBDKRS V71 THERR
FZ77=U—IZ/Eo7=.  Photo by Hiroko Tamaki

International phone number
011-81-98-970-9403

International fax

6 | TOMODACHI FRIENDSHIP 12 | LEARNING ABOUT CORPS 17 | AMERICAFEST 011-81-98-970-3803
Oshima Island students visit Japanese and American Kadena shares America’s
Okinawa for home-stay students tour Camp Foster birthday with local community U“fﬁctB;;’Sa
FPO AP 96373-5001
8 | LEARNING EXPERIENCE 12 | JARHEAD JARGON 19 | EVENT CALENDAR =:
Marine Corps starts one-year (098) 970-9403
internship program 14 | GLIMPSE OF HISTORY 20 | LETTER OF APPRECIATION FAX
(098) 970-3803
MCCS takes SOFA members
10 | STUDY ABROAD ON BASE to memorable landmarks 21 | CIRCLE OF FRIENDS i
High school students learn =901-2300
English in summer course 16 | ELBOW GREASE AT R AR e B

Bldg. 1, CPAO (UNIT 35001)
RE738 wER
email :
okinawa.mcbb.fct@usmc.mil

Marines help home for
disabled with cleaning

22« KEIZH - 20115 #S www.kanji.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle/BigCircle.html



THAEBERHEICTS NAMOBRE A

(550 IRE20E) X, <0
FHEIBIZ TERAR DBIE A - T
(/1 ELTHIBNAT = A AV
BV R E A A a— L
FL77,

WAEE AN ZBENL
E3Ep

T4 70 ZINIS—L e XA
DHE T, WHEBKICIZ19%D
RS ABR L E LTz, & KRS 75
DARFRFR T HRATER TG - iF
FTHtELTCWET, AV a—
2— ORI REGEEDT
— 2 ERTR&Z L, S
W hDTIA DR, TTHhHH
ML E TORMEMNE 5 5B st
LLEHSTZ0OBMMEE T,

12O Tz L THES
EBNZOMN, EENTHIDTD
U, BIEDOHIIIH>T,
EWRCEIZ o TF v T RED
ST AT, DB, Z5%

Balloon

This edition’s interview is with
Sgt. Chase V. Morrison, or as many
children know him, Tino The Bal-
loon Man.

Editor: Please tell me about
yourself.

Tino: I am from Palm Bay,
Florida. I joined Marine Corps
when I was 19. I am a meteoro-
logical and oceanographic fore-
caster with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron at Marine
Corps Air Station Futenma. We
look at charts, satellite images and
other data on computer and put
them all together to make weather
predictions. We tell pilots before
their flight what the weather is
going to be like in detail from here
to their destination.
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Man makes children smile

My first job was as a clown at
12 years old. I stood in front of a
store and made balloon animals
for tips. That’s how I made extra
money growing up as a kid. I have
been making balloons since then,
and I now perform at events and
parties for my business. I decorated
my own wedding held in Naha
with balloon flowers and vases,
which I put on all the tables.

Editor: What triggered your
interest in making objects with
balloons?

Tino: A guy was sitting down
in a chair in a mall making bal-
loon animals. I thought it would
be great if T could learn how to do
it, so I went to a store. The store
manager gave me a bag of balloons

and video and said if T could learn
how to do all these, he would
give me a job. I worked hard that
weekend, watched the video, and
learned how to make 25 balloon
animals.

Editor: What is the best thing
about creating balloon objects?

Tino: The best part is to see
how excited children get. Chil-
dren would ask for something
like Cookie Monster, Elmo or
a mermaid, and when I make it
their eyes light up. I can make just
about anything. I can make Am-
panman, a well-known cartoon
character in Japan, for Japanese
children when I go in town. I
volunteer off base at least twice a
month at places such as schools,

day-care centers and homes for
disabled children. Anytime I see a
volunteer announcement that says
there will be children, I try to go. I
like seeing kids smile and making
them happy.

Editor: Do you have children
of your own?

Tino: Yes, a three-year-old girl
and two-year-old boy. They love
balloons, but my son is scared of
clowns. When I come home in a
clown costume, he cries. Then my
daughter tells him, “It’s OK, that’s
daddy.” Sometimes I start practic-
ing and they start taking balloons
and playing with them.

One of the things I like about
the Marine Corps is that it takes
very good care of families.

www.kanji.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle/BigCircle.html
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When the disaster struck March 11th, we were completely isolated
from the mainland. At one point, we almost lost hope for tomorrow.
However, because of all of you who came to Oshima by Operation “To-
modachi,” we were able to hang on to the hope for reconstruction.

At that time, we were lacking in food and fuels. Damage of lifelines
and a mountain of rubble took away our means to contact our families and
friends. Meanwhile, all of you came into the rescue operation; starting
from silent prayer in Uranohama to removing rubble and reopening roads.
You provided not just food but a sense of safety and security. Moreover,
you carefully collected unbroken roof tiles and tableware that we used
daily and kept them for us. Our great appreciation towards all of these
heart-warming support efforts is totally beyond our ability to express.

In August, the time we have passed the most desperate situation, you
invited our kids in Oshima to your place in Okinawa. I'm sure you've seen
their smiles all over their faces.

We, and future generations, will always remember what you have done
for us.

‘We will overcome whatever difficulties we face in the future.

'Thank you once again for your kindness.

Best Regards,
Hironobu Sugawara

Member of Kesennuma City Assembly
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Editor’s note: Hironobu Sugawara headed the deligation for the home-stay program that took place Aug. 6-9. Please read the story on pages 3-6.
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E-MAIL: okinawa.mcbb.fct@usmc.mil
TELEPHONE: (098) 970-9403
FAX: (098) 970-3803
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Kadena thanks local community

through Americalest

by Senior Airman Sara Csurilla
18th Wing Public Affairs

work together for the mutual defense of the

AmericaFest concluded with a huge fire-

Pacific region.”

works display on Kadena’s flight line
July 2, after two days of celebrating
America’s 235th birthday.

Despite the hot weather and
sporadic rainstorms, about 35,000
people came July 1-2 to enjoy the
food consessions, game booths,
live entertainment, a playland for
children and static aircraft displays
from the Air Force, Marine Corps,
Army, Navy and Japan Air Self-
Defense Force.

'The first day was open to all

S i

status of forces agreement ID card

also share the common values of freedom,
family, friendship and equality for all as we

est,” said Airman 1st Class Steven Wong,
18th Communications Squadron, network
applications technician. “It was nice to at-
tend an event with fellow service members
and members of the local com-

munity.”

Along with country music
artist Jessie James and hard rock
band 12 Stones, local bands
including Storm Watch and Kluso
also performed during the event.

In between live music perfor-
mances, there were presentations
from local performers including
the Taiko Drummers, Shi Shi
Mai and Ryujin Mabuyer, a group
of children’s action heroes.

s Wing leadership said this was

holders, and the second day was
open to all SOFA ID card holders
and Japanese citizens.

“We host AmericaFest for two
specific reasons: to say “Thank you’

MICRSHMTOFHIES.

to our Japanese hosts who graciously allow
us to live in Okinawa and to celebrate and
share America’s birthday,” said Gen. Matt
Molloy, 18th Wing commander. “We

www.kanji.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle/BigCircle.html

Children from the local community have fun on American
amusement park rides during AmericaFest July 2 at Kadena Air
Base. 7 A2H. EFMEMDT AV H T xR FTHEEMOREY

Photo by Senior Airman Sara Csurilla

AmericaFest was about bringing Ameri-
cans and Japanese together in the spirit of
friendship, and for some it did just that.

such a great opportunity for Air-
men and their families to meet
with the local community and to
strengthen our ever-growing alli-
ance with Japan.
“It’s also a great opportunity to provide
a slice of America with hamburgers, funnel

cakes and fireworks,” said Molloy.

“I had a really great time at AmericaF-

FALL 2011 17



Mgrines with Headquarters and H;dqua { . Squadron,

Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, wipe d windows
alongside residents from Okinawa Chuo-lkusei-En in :
Haebaru Town July 25. 7 B25H. ﬁlﬂim@ﬁlﬂ!’* i
BRETERE 27 5BRBEXEE *EBE‘%?,!; it
BtDBERKR/ 5. Photo by Lance Cpl. Hic S. Brooks

Marines develop trust, friendship
at Okinawan home for disabled

Lance Cpl. Erik S. Brooks Jr.

Marines with Headquarters and Head-
quarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion Futenma, volunteered to provide a little
extra “elbow grease,” when they assisted
the residents of Okinawa Chouo-Tkusei-En
home for the disabled with grounds mainte-
nance and cleaning July 25.

Okinawa Chuo-Ikusei-En is a home for
Okinawan community members with intel-

lectual disabilities, both children and adults.

During the visit, the Marines washed
walls, cleaned windows and performed yard
maintenance.

The Marines all volunteered for the
cleanup, said Lt. Cmdr. Kobena K. Ar-
thur, the command chaplain for MCAS
Futenma.

“This is a great opportunity for the
Marines to get off base and help out the

local community,” said Arthur. “They are
doing something that makes a difference.
This kind of work shows the other side of
Marines.”

When the Marines first arrived, the
residents were hesitant around the group of
new faces, but it did not take long for them
to warm up.

“The people here are very thankful of
the help from the Marines,” said Ritsuko
Higa, the office manager for Chuo-Tkusei-
En. “The interaction between the Marines
and residents is really appreciated.”

As the Marines cleaned, residents started
opening up to them. They even started to
lend a hand.

The community members were not the
only ones to benefit from the event, the
Marines did too.

“It feels great to help out the people
from the home,” said Cpl. Mario Morales,

16 « KE3Hs - 20114 #B www.kanji.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle/BigCircle.html

a weather forecaster with H&HS. “Play-
ing with the kids while cleaning was just a
bonus.”

This was the first time that Marines
came to the home, according to Elena
Takaho, a community relations specialist
with MCAS Futenma.

“This is the start of a better relationship
with the home,” said Takaho. “We will
continue to come out here and help them.”

”This work for the community is very
important for the Marines,” said Col. James
G. Flynn, commanding officer of MCAS
Futenma.

“Developing trust and friendship with
the community is always a good thing,”
said Flynn. “We as Marines operate around
the community and if cleaning buildings is
what it takes to build a better relationship,
then we will continue to do it.”
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and weeds from the grounds at Okinawa
Chuo-lkusei-En home for the disabled in
DBEMELS.

Haebaru Town July 25. 7 A25H.
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Futenma, to express appreciation for
4 the help provided by H&HS July 25.

gives potted flowers to Col. James G.
Flynn, commanding officer of MCAS
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Lance Cpl. Alyssa N. Hoffacker

'The first human remains discovered on
Okinawa are assumed to.be 32,000 years
old. Communities started toform around
5,000 years ago, and the first king re-
corded in a history book took throne in the
12th century. Since that time, there have
“/. been numerous castles that have stood on
Okinawa.

j Shuri Castle in Naha is one such fully-
© . restored castle. It sits at the top of the hill
in Naha City, dating back to the 15th
century and was home to 19 Ryukyuan
kings, according to Mark A. Waycaster, a
tour guide for Marine Corps Community

Services Tours+.

'The castle was destroyed during World
Wiar I, and restoration began in the
1980s.

'This is just one example of the rich his-
tory that Okinawa has to offer, and MCCS
has a multitude of tours to help service
members and their families get the full
experience.

MCCS Tours+ took a group to visit

~ Military community members
experience history of Okinawa

Shuri Castle recently to get a closer look at
ancient Okinawan culture.

'The tour group departed Camp Foster
early that morning and spent two hours at
the castle before visiting Kokusai Street, a
street lined with shops selling Okinawan
delicacies and wares, for lunch.

The tour boasted an informative and
humorous tour guide, shuttle bus transpor-
tation and a day of sightseeing.

“The tour guide was hilarious and very
knowledgeable,” said Raymond A. Lafleur,
a tour participant. “He was able to trans-
late history, which is sometimes boring,
into funny anecdotes.”

Wiaycaster said he has devoted a lot
of time to learning the real history of
Okinawa.

“You have to be willing to pull infor-
mation from more than one source,” said
Wiaycaster. “I often double check my infor-
mation with about four different sources.”

MCCS conducts approximately 370
tours for more than 5,500 customers every
year, according to Randolph Otha, MCCS

Tours+ manager.
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“Qur mission is to show service mem-
bers and their families the places they
don’t know and let them learn about many
things while having fun,” said Otha.

Some examples include the Tunnel
Rats Tour, Sweet and Salty Tour, Yanbaru
Mangrove Kayak-

ing, Farm and Fish

\\
Market and Japanese —r\_ | O
Tea Ceremony, just to - lt A d
name a few.

More Marines
should take advantage
of tours like these in
the future, according
to Lafleur.

“Anyone can sit in
the barracks and play
(video games) all day,”
said Lafleur. “But
for such a small price
you get a chance of a

Mark A. Waycaster, a tour guid
Tours+, explains the history of
many historical and cultural tou
ESE [CD\THEIBAT SRkt
ATSADI—Y - Dz 4+ v
NBEEXLYT7—ZFTo>TL

lifetime to be culturally
well-rounded. It’s trips
like these that you can
bring home.”
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Do you know what the signs above
mean? They identify restrooms. I won-
dered why the word “head” means “rest-
room,” so I did some research.

The origin of the term
“head” can be traced back to
ancient sailing vessels. In the
old days, sailing ships did not
have restrooms and the ship’s
crew relieved themselves in a
designated area under the deck
near the bow or “head” of the sailing ves-
sel. They chose this area so odors would
not reach the other parts of the vessel.
Also, the constant splash of ocean water
against the bow kept it clean.

The term is still commonly used by
Marines, sailors and Coast Guardsmen
even though now modern indoor plumb-
ing and sewage systems are installed in
naval vessels, making regular restrooms
available on ships. Japan Maritime Self-
Defense Force members also use the term
“head,” according to the JSDF Kagoshima
Cooperation Office Headquarters website.

The common expression of the term
“I’m going to hit the head,” means go-
ing to the restroom. The jargon used by
airmen and soldiers in reference to a
restroom is the word “latrine.”
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University
students
visit Marine
Corps camp

Hiroko Tamaki

Participants of the 63rd Japan-America Stu-
dent Conference visited Camp Foster Aug. 12 to
learn about the U.S. Marine Corps in Okinawa
and its significance to the U.S.-Japan alliance.

JASC is an educational and cultural exchange
program for university students from Japan and
the United States, providing them with oppor-
tunities to discuss various issues, experience local
cultures, and foster friendship while traveling
together. The host of the time-honored program,
which began in 1934, alternates yearly between
Japan and the U.S. The participants of this year’s
program, 36 each from the two counties, toured
Niigata, Kyoto, Okinawa and Tokyo between
July 28 and Aug. 21.

At Camp Foster, the group was welcomed
with a short DVD clip on the Marine Corps’
recent community relations project that invited
children from Oshima Island, one of the areas
heavily damaged by the March 11 tsunami, to
visit Okinawa.

'The students received a briefing from Dr. Rob-
ert D. Eldridge, the assistant chief of staft of G-7
Government and External Affairs office, Marine
Corps Installations Pacific, about the role of the

Lt.Col. James E. Howard, political-military officer with
Government and External Affairs office, explains the
details of the facilities on Camp Foster to participants
of the 63rd Japan-America Student Conference Aug. 12.
8A12H. %H63EAXRFESHRDOTINE ICEMAD
ERZHATIHBEA BB GESTHEENO x—
AR -E-NT—Repig,



Marine Corps, especially I1I Marine Expedition-
ary Force and what was then at the time Marine
Corps Bases Japan (currently Marine Corps
Installations Pacific), and its importance in the
Asia-Pacific region. Eldridge also talked about
how the U.S. military contributes to Okinawa
through community relations events.

After the briefing, the students asked many
questions, such as how the U.S. military and Ja-
pan Self-Defense Forces work together, what the
specific benefits are of Marines on Okinawa, and
how humanitarian relief efforts, such as Opera-
tion Tomodachi, are budgeted.

The visit was concluded with a driving tour of
the camp. Lt.Col. James E. Howard, political-
military officer with G-7, boarded the bus and
explained the details of the facilities and daily
routines on base.

Students were amazed to see the camp, which
is a complete community equipped with clinics,
restaurants, schools and military headquarters
and offices.

“I often hear views from those who oppose
the military presence via media, but I never knew
what the military bases were actually like. Now
I can see people lead a life no different from
ours,” said Nodoka Sugiyama, a sophomore at
Musashino Art University. “I've learned that the
Marine Corps supports Okinawa’s economy and
assists in education. I also learned Marines work
with pride.”

During their weeklong stay on Okinawa, the
students also visited places such as Peace Memo-
rial Park and met local residents and leaders,
including the Nago City mayor.

“We want to hear various opinions,” said Hi-
roya Ozaki, a junior student from Keio Univer-
sity. “We will respect different views and shape
our own ideas.”
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Students had a study-abroad exper er
L activities. 8 15-19A [CiTbh = F

ZTOME. ERYT—. §

otos by Hiroko Tamaki

Camp Courtney offers study-
abroad-like experience

Hiroko Tamaki/Lance Cpl. Tyler C. Vernaza

Japanese high school students from
Uruma City enjoyed studying English with
Marines at Camp Courtney Aug. 15-19,
helping to advance their bilingual skills.

The camp’s annual summer English
course is aimed at helping students improve
their English skills and exposing them
to American culture. This year’s course
included classroom sessions and tours to a
child development center, library and sports
gym on Camp Courtney. The students also
took a day-trip to Camp Foster where they
visited the American Forces Network televi-
sion and radio station.

Marine volunteers tutored the students
throughout the class and accompanied them
on some of the base tours.

“On the first day I could neither express
myself nor understand what Marines said,
but now I can even tell jokes,” said Miyabi
Tengan, from Gushikawa High School, at
the end of the third day. “When I have two
or three (IMarines) around me, I feel like I
am studying abroad.”

Camp Courtney launched the course in

2001 upon requests from local parents for
on-base English classes for students. Uruma
City supports the initiative by publicizing
the course and providing the students bus
transportation. The course has provided the
stage for students to use English for real
communication in a real environment.

“Unlike the English classes at school,
this class focuses mainly on conversation,
so the students seem to enjoy it more,” said
Tomoko Yamauchi with the Secretariat and
Public Relations Section of the city.

“Some of past students got jobs that
require English skills, and many of them
said they had not been interested in English
until they joined this course,” said Ichiro
Umehara, community relations specialist for
Camp Courtney.

In order to be eligible, students must live
or go to school in Uruma City, according
to Yamauchi. This year, 23 students took
advantage of the opportunity.

"The course offered a great opportunity
for both Marines and students to interact
with each other.

“It’s amazing to me to carry on a con-
versation with someone from a different

10« KE/3H - 201149 #k2 www.kanji.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle/BigCircle.html

culture,” said Pfc. Rachael Wilson, a radio
technician at Radio Platoon, Headquarters
Battalion, who learned Japanese words from
one of the students during lunch time.

All of the students in this year’s course
evaluated it as “enjoyable” in the survey
conducted at the end, and the most fre-
quently indicated reason is that they enjoyed
communication with the Americans. Many
positive comments were offered, such as “It
completely changed my image of the mili-
tary and service members” and “time passed
too fast. I wish it had lasted for one year.”

Hosting the class has another benefit,
it allows Courtney-based Marines to give
back to their local community, said Col.
Michael L. Kuhn, Camp Courtney com-
mander.

“This class gives Marines a good oppor-
tunity to build relationships with the local
community,” Kuhn said.

Kuhn spoke with the students the final
day of their class and personally handed out
certificates of completion to each student.
Afterward, the students enjoyed a celebra-
tory beach party and barbecue on Camp
Courtney.
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MCB Camp S.D. Butler
welcomes Japanese intern

Lance Cpl. Michael Iams

Since April, Fumiya Sato, an under-
graduate student from Waseda University in
Tokyo, Japan, has been working as the first
intern in the G-7 Government and External
Affairs office at Marine Corps Installations
Pacific in Okinawa.

'The internship program was established
in July 2010 by MCIPAC to provide valuable
on-the-job training and experience to quali-
fied students from Okinawa and mainland
Japan.

“When I came to G-7 from my posi-
tion at Osaka University three years ago, 1
saw that there was a great opportunity to
create an internship here,” said Dr. Robert
D. Eldridge, G-7 deputy assistant chief of
staff, who proposed the internship and helps
administer it. “Across the whole command,
people understood the value of having an
internship program.”

To qualify for the internship, applicants
are required to be a Japanese citizen enrolled
in an undergraduate or graduate program,

J 10D

have good writing and speaking skills in
both Japanese and English, be able to con-
duct quality research in both languages, be
knowledgeable about political-military and
alliance issues, show maturity and responsi-
bility, possess good interpersonal skills, and
be committed to improving U.S.-Japan-Oki-
nawan relations, according to the internship
announcement.

Sato, who relocated to Okinawa from
Tokyo for the program, said he was inter-
ested in the Marines and what their role is in
the region.

“I saw stories about the Marines in
Okinawa, but I also saw that there were
some people opposing the Marine presence,”
Sato said. “This made me want to know
more about what’s happening on Okinawa.”

Sato found an article about the program
and contacted the G-7 to learn more about

1t.

“I was reading a newspaper one day in
Tokyo and came across an article introduc-
ing this internship program,” said Sato. “I
was intrigued by it and sent an e-mail to Dr.

Fumiya Sato, the first Japanese intern for the G-7 Government and External Affairs office, Marine Corps
Installations Pacific, prepares for a briefing with Aya Urasaki, community relations specialist with G-7, and 2nd
Lt. Jeanscott Dodd, plans officer with the Consolidated Public Affairs Office, for the student conference held at

Camp Foster Aug. 12. 8 12BICITONEZERBD/=HICT Y —7 1 >V J DEFE T HEFHINREBHD

A9 —VEBEXEE AL, REOFEEESA, MEROS -y k- Fy FOR.
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Eldridge asking about it.”

Sato is majoring in security studies and
submitted a recommendation letter from his
academic advisor along with his application.
He has taken a one-year leave of absence to
participate in the internship.

'The program has allowed Sato to gain
learning experiences through assisting the
G-7 staff with community relations, out-
reach events, base visits and other programs.

“I try to give him as much opportunity as
possible to learn and experience what we do,”
said Aya Urasaki, G-7 community relations
specialist. “When I escort a group for a base
tour, he comes with me. He also observes the
meetings we have with community leaders.”

Sato is impressed by the important roles
Japanese employees play at the military
installations.

“I did not know there are so many Japa-
nese citizens working on base,” said Sato.
“Japanese employees take positions such as
translators, police officers, firefighters and
office administrators. The U.S. bases can’t
operate without the Japanese personnel.”

“I'would like Sato-san to come up with
some things he would like to do to help the
Marine Corps,” said Eldridge. “If he sees
gaps in what we are doing or how we are
doing it, he can provide insight from a young
Japanese perspective and prepare suggestions
and ways to implement those ideas.”

Sato plans to use the knowledge and ex-
perience he gains from the internship to help
him achieve his future goals.

“After I graduate from my university, I
plan to apply for the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs or Ministry of Defense,” said Sato. “The
year I spend here will be very helpful for me
when I apply.”

Should he follow that course, Sato would
probably be the first applicant to the Foreign
Ministry or Defense Ministry to have such an
experience, according to Eldridge.

“We believe Sato’s being here will cause
more and more students to take notice of the
internship,” Eldridge added.

For information on the internship, con-
tact the Government and External Affairs

office at (098)970-4220.
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Fumiya Sato, an undergraduate from Waseda University and the first
intern with G-7 talks to Maj. Gen. Peter J. Talleri, commanding general
of Marine Corps Base Camp Butler. Talleri said, “We are going to learn a
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Tomodachi- g

ostered
riendships
continue

Hiroko Tamaki / Pfc. Brianna Turner

Oshima Island, Kesennuma City, Miyagi
Prefecture, is one of the places where the
March 11 tsunami wreaked havoc. When the
island was left without water and electricity,
the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit delivered
food, water and hygiene supplies in conjunc-
tion with the Japan Self-Defense Force as
part of Operation Tomodachi. The MEU
also assisted local government authorities and
personnel in removing debris.
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h (top) Nodoka Onodera, a student from Oshima, and

b Mariah Esskuchen break the language barrier and build

a friendship during the home-stay program, which took

place Aug.6-9. 8R6-9HICITbhEKR—ALARTAT
OJ5AT, SEDREZMZI TREBEREVENES
A MBEPAERVT - TRFa - v ERA.

{ / /| (left) Asuka Kikuta says goodbye to her host family,

| Claire Haas (right) and Anne Haas before the departure

|| after spending four days together Aug. 6-9. 8H6-9H
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Under the blue skies of Okinawa, one
August afternoon, children from Oshima
Island played water games with American
peers and young Marines at Camp Foster’s
25-meter swimming pool. The scene was
a far cry from the horrors the children
experienced in mainland Japan just a few
short months ago.

'The children came to Okinawa for a
four-day home-stay program Aug. 6-9 that
was hosted by Marine Corps volunteer
families. The 25 students and four chaper-
ones from Oshima Island visited Okinawa
to experience temporary relief from a
stressful environment and build a mutual
trust and partnership between the U.S. and
Japan, according to Marine Corps officials.

Participating students ranged from 5th
to 8th grade and were selected based on
an essay contest sponsored by the Disaster
Response Center in Oshima.

“I don’t know if I would have wanted to
try the home-stay if it had been a regular
program,” said Asuka Kikuta, a 13-year-
old student. “I wanted to meet the Marines
who helped Oshima’s recovery.”

Service members who helped the pro-
gram made good impressions on many of
Oshima’s citizens.

“U.S. service members always show a
smile. When they are on duty, I see they
work hard to help others,” said Akira
Kikuta, a middle-school student.

During a pool party held as a part of the
exchange, Maj. Gen. Peter J. Talleri, com-
manding general of Marine Corps Base
Camp Butler and Marine Corps Installa-
tions Pacific, expressed his thanks to the
students, chaperones and host families for
their participation in the program.

“There were numerous families who
volunteered because they wanted to make
the Japanese families a part of their own,
and I wish you could hear the laughter and
joy I have witnessed from them the past
few days,” said Talleri.

The hosts did everything they could to
entertain the students and chaperons.

“I asked the students what they wanted
to do and told them I would make their
wish come true,” said Keiko Singerhouse, a
host for two boys from Oshima. “They »
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Hironobu Sugawara, a member of Kesennuma City Assembly and head of the delegation for
the home-stay program, speaks about Oshima's experience during the March 11 tsunami
during his presentation on Camp Foster Aug. 8. Representatives from municipalities on
Okinawa were invited to listen to the presentation and ask questions, in order to improve
their emergency responsiveness. He also talked about the help the residents there received
from the Marine Corps. “On April 1, 177 Marines with equipment landed at Oshima,” said
Sugawara. “We offered transportation but they knew we were short of fuel, so they walked
about 1.7 kilometers carrying heavy items. When the Marines arrived at the site where they
removed debris, the first thing they did was line up and offer a prayer for the victims. | was
truly moved.” 8H8H. ¥+ 7 : 74#RH—T. 3A11HDEETOREDRERZEE
TRIBTRSRETER—LRTA IO S LI REDEREES A. HBERADOTHHE
HEBEEHBMN., SEORSBEHGRICRITHIEHEREADEEMER2LERH
ZLE. BERSARBEE. BEBMSIRIFERBIIOVTHELE. T4A18. 1774
DBEMELEHPABICEELELE, HEHES ERUHELLD. BREDSEN
DEHM> TOWTEVWEMEFTE>T1.7¥O0Z2BVWT<hFELLE, RBICEEBELTTS
ICUZED, BHRENRBEEITSILESDTY, ThZERTEELELE. |

Photo by Pfc. Brianna Turner
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Liesl Beaton (right) talks to Sae Hatakeyama and Ami Komatsu, the &,

students from Oshima Island her family hosted, at the pool party on i

Camp Foster during the home-stay program, which took place Aug. 6-9. ‘
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“My daughter cried last night because she did

not want to leave,” said Onodera.
'Thanks to the home-stay program and the

Marine Corps, the children were afforded a

“We suffered a great loss that day,” said

chance, for a time, to be freed from their worries
Sugawara. “We lost 31 people and some are

about the problems facing them and their par-
ents at home, said Hironobu Sugawara, the head
of the delegation for the program.

still missing. We received a lot of support from
Japan, Okinawa, the self-defense forces, but
most of all from the Marine Corps. I would like
to express my deep gratitude for everything you
have given us both back in Oshima and here

shared with their host family.
with the home-stay program.
www.kanji.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle/BigCircle.html
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“I was anxious because I didn’t know how
hard the language would be for my daughter,
communicate without language,” said Kumiko

but the welcoming smile of our hosts melted
Mina Onodera said she and her daughter

American culture, so I took them to the movies
Some chaperones had concerns about the
Nodoka enjoyed their stay in Okinawa and time

and the aquarium, and we alternated between
Sugawara, whose 11-year-old daughter attended

wanted to experience both Okinawan and
American and Okinawan restaurants to give
language barrier, but it proved not to be a

down the language barrier and I learned we can
the program.

them a variety of experiences here.

problem.
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Marine Corps gives

opportunities to youth

A group of children from Oshima Is-
land, one of the places heavily damaged by
the March 11 tsunami, came to Okinawa for
a home-stay program and spent time with
Marine Corps host families (Please see re-
lated story on pages 3-6).

During the visit, Hironobu Sugawara, a
member of Oshima Assembly and head of
the delegation, said the children may feel
anxiety at home as they hear and witness
their parents’ discussions about the road
ahead after losing homes and jobs. He also
mentioned that one of the children lost his
mother and another her grandfather.

However, what I witnessed at the pool
party on Camp Foster were the smiles and
laughter of the children. I was glad to see
that they had the chance to be released from
worry and stress, even if only temporarily.

It is our obligation as adults to give guid-
ance and advice to children and young peo-
ple, but it is also very important to ensure
that they have places and opportunities to be
themselves, have fun with friends, and ben-
efit and learn from various experiences.

The Marine Corps tries to provide such
opportunities to not only the children of
its Marine families, but also those families

-

onthecover
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Children from Oshima Island play water
games with Marines at a pool party on
Camp Foster during the four-day home-
stay program, which took place Aug. 6-9.
8A6-9AICKREENi=R—ARTA 7O
IS LDHEMYP. FvT - TR —
THEMNET—IVR—T 1+ —TiBEBE
EBESXKEDFHES.

Photo by Pfc. Brianna Turner
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in the local communities. In this edition,
I hope you enjoy reading the stories about
programs aimed at helping the younger gen-
erations from elementary school children to
university students.

/Correction from 2011 Summer editioD
“Doctor Heli” belongs to Urasoe Sogo
Hospital.
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English course pg.9

Lance Cpl. Rachel Yuan, satellite communications technician, shows Meals, Ready-to-Eat, or military rations, to high

school students from Uruma City during the Camp Courtney summer English course held Aug. 15-19.

8A15-19HIC
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