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activities on Okinawa and in the region. The
contents of Big Circle are not necessarily
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tion can be viewed in .pdf format online or
downloaded.
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Specialist bridges gap between Camp Hansen and community

The first edition of 2013
introduces Camp Hansen commu-
nity relations specialist Tukayuki
Kayo to its readers.

Editor: Please tell me about
your job.

Kayo: I serve as a bridge be-
tween the local community and
Marines and sailors assigned to
Camp Hansen. I coordinate and
execute community relations
and volunteer activities, and ac-
company the camp commander
as an interpreter when he par-
ticipates in local community
events and meetings.

Editor: What are the most
rewarding aspects of your job?

Kayo: The best thing about
this job is that both local citizens
and Marines and sailors who
participate in the events are very

appreciative of what I do.
Camp Hansen engages in
seven or more community rela-
tions and volunteer activities
each month. These activities
include spending time with
children at local kindergartens
and child care centers during
their English-learning programs
and cultural events. We also as-
sist residents of welfare facilities
when they go out for a walk,
and perform landscaping and
grounds maintenance at nursing
homes. Marines look forward to
the opportunities to volunteer to
help their Okinawan neighbors.
The residents of the local com-
munities and children also enjoy
interacting with Marines. It is
my great pleasure to help them
deepen the friendship through

various events.

Editor: Is there any particu-
lar event that is special to you?

Kayo: I have done numerous
community relations activities,
and all of them are very impor-
tant and need to be continued.
If T were to choose one, it would
be the Halloween event held in
late October at the United Ser-
vices Organization. This year,
more than 100 children from
four preschools came, and about
100 Marines and sailors from
Camp Hansen volunteered at the
event. In addition, more than 20
students from a local vocational
school who are learning English
volunteered to support the com-
munication between American
and Japanese participants. This
event made it possible for the
Marines, sailors and Japanese
students of the same generation,
as well as the children, to interact

on a personal level, regardless of
nationality, race and military,
civilian or political boundaries.
Children, who were nervous at
first, soon started playing games
and taking photos with Marines
and sailors, enjoying being with
their American older brothers
and sisters. The children might
have reminded Marines and
sailors of their own families
back home as they were smiling
throughout the event.

Editor: How do you spend
your weekends?

Kayo: I usually spend week-
ends with my family. Children
grow quickly, so it is important
for me to share time together
with them on weekends. I look
forward to taking them camping
and on trips when they get older.
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CDC combines fulfilling career,
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language-learning opportunities

caregivers) have been
with our program
many years, and

they know a lot,” said Rachel
O’Connell, director of Ashibina. “They are
role models for the new staft members.”

According to O’Connell, Ameri-
can caregivers are mostly spouses of
Marines who are here only for a limited
time. Japanese caregivers provide
stability while American staff members
have to come and go based on assign-
ment orders.

Among the 48 caregivers work-
ing at Ashibina, 11 are locally hired
Japanese personnel.

For a Japanese person who has a pas-
sion for working with children and acquir-
ing English language skills, the CDC
provides an ideal working-environment.

“I had a chance to visit the Foster
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Megumi Saito(right) looks after a child with other
teachers at the Ashibina Child Development
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skills can be combined.”

Working at an American CDC can
be challenging for Japanese caregivers as
they have to complete learning mod-
ules written in English and overcome
language barriers when communicating
with children, parents and other care-
givers, but that ultimately helps them
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“In South Carolina where we will go
next, there will be a small Asian popu-
lation,” said Bulatao. “It is good for
him to get exposed to a multicultural
environment while he is here.”
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Circumstance leads to opportunity

Lance Cpl. Donald T. Peterson
Hiroko Tamaki

The crowd of students from the
Ryukyu Rehabilitation Academy sat mes-
merized as Marines demonstrated several
self-defense techniques in an intense dis-
play of proficiency. Soon, they would have
the opportunity to try out the techniques
themselves with the Marines’ assistance.

Marines from Camp Hansen came
out to perform and share self-defense
techniques at a school festival held Nov. 4
at Ryukyu Rehabilitation Academy. The
academy teaches physical therapy tech-
niques, which helps those with disabilities

restore and maintain their physical abilities.

“We are out here sharing a little bit of
our martial arts techniques with the local
community,” said Col. Stephen B. Lewal-
len, the Camp Hansen commander. “As

gize for vandalism that took place earlier
in the year. After the apology, Gima told
the two what he had been thinking.

“I told them about my ideas,” said
Gima. “The Marine Corps immedi-
ately responded.”

Camp Hansen invited students
from the school to meet their physical
therapists, and the relationship grew
from there.

“To deepen the interaction, we coordi-
nated with the Marine Corps to have two
Marines chosen and trained through the
academy for a local kickboxing competi-
tion,” said Gima. “Students from our
school provided them (any required physi-
cal therapy) along the way.”

“We wanted to do something that
benefited both sides, so we established a
body maintenance team (for the kickbox-
ing competition) in which students and

Marines worked together toward a com-
mon goal,” said Kaori Carr, the physical
therapy instructor of the school and head
of the project.

The goal was met, and the Marines
exhibited the best of their abilities in the
competition. The students who provided
physical therapy, as well as those who
have become friends to the Marines, came
to give moral support.

What happened between Camp
Hansen and the school turned an un-
fortunate circumstance into a blessing,
according to Shigeru Fujiwara, presi-
dent of the academy.

“The incident created a chance to
learn from each other about how physical
therapy and occupational therapy are done
at our academy and in the U.S. Forces,”
said Fujiwara.

Chief Warrant Officer
John W. Crandall, Camp
Hansen operations
officer, teaches
students of the Ryukyu
Rehabilitation Academy
how to perform self-
defense techniques

Nov. 4 at the academy.
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guests in their country, positive engage-
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Residents of Ginowan City
and Chatan Town participate
in a humanitarian assistance

evacuation drill at Camp

Foster Nov. 5. The residents
walked the southern tsunami
evacuation route of Camp
Foster’s two evacuation routes
following the signing of the local
implementation agreement,
which offers access to the routes
in the event of a natural disaster.
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Ginowan City Mayor Atsushi
Sakima, left, Maj. Gen.

Peter J. Talleri, center,

and Chatan Town Mayor
Masaharu Noguni proudly
display the newly signed local
implementation agreement
on Camp Foster Nov. 5.

The agreement allows

local residents access to
evacuation routes through
Marine Corps Air Station
Futenma and Camp Foster
in the event of a natural
disaster. 11H5H. F+> 77
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Host communities, US sign
disaster evacuation plan
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Marines learn about Battle of Okinawa

Pfc. Kasey Peacock

Machine guns sounded and artillery fire
echoed as Marines watched footage from the
Battle of Okinawa.

Although it has been more than 65 years
since one of the largest air, land and sea
battles ended, more than 40 Marines from
Marine Corps Air Station Futenma relived
the Battle of Okinawa Nov. 13 through the
eyes of Setsuko Inafuku, a survivor of the
battle and tour guide for 18th Force Support
Squadron at Kadena Air Base.

The Marines visited the Okinawa Prefec-
tural Peace Memorial Museum, the Former
Japanese Navy Underground Headquarters,
Hacksaw Ridge and Sugar Loaf Hill.

“The most important thing to take away
from this tour in my opinion is knowledge,”
said Lance Cpl. Carl G. Slack, an aircraft
electrical systems technician with Marine
Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron 152,
Marine Aircraft Group 36, 1st Marine
Aircraft Wing, III Marine Expeditionary
Force. “If we can learn about what happened,

not only can we grow as people, but we can
learn from our past conflicts and look toward
the future.”

Inafuku, who was an infant when U.S.
service members rescued her and her family
from a cave during the battle, offered her
family’s experiences and knowledge to the
Marines. Inafuku has been giving tours since
1986 and advocates sharing the truth about
what happened during the war.

“My son would come up to me as a young
boy and ask me about the war because he
wasn’t learning about it in school,” said
Inafuku. “When he passed away, I wanted to
(honor) his memory by spreading knowledge
about the Battle of Okinawa.”

As the Marines traveled via bus to the dif-
ferent locations on the tour, Inafuku showed
videos and spoke about the historical context
of the war, the history of the battle and the
mentality of both Japanese and Okinawa
citizens leading up to, during and after the
battle.

The battle, which began in March 1945,
consisted of 82 days of brutal fighting that

killed more than 90,000 Japanese soldiers,
12,000 allied service members and tens of
thousands of civilians.

Throughout the tour, the Marines re-
flected on the lives lost by both nations and
appreciated learning new things about the
war.

“I learned more in one day on this tour
than I have learned in the past two years,”
said Sgt. Joshua M. Petellar, a data network
specialist with Headquarters and Headquar-
ters Squadron, MCAS Futenma. “Having
Inafuku as our tour guide really allowed us
to connect with what she was saying because
her family was there during the battle.”

Inafuku, who has spent countless hours
speaking with veterans about the battle,
leaves an impression on nearly every tour
guest.

“I'have spent so many years around veter-
ans from both sides that I learn as much from
them as they do from me,” said Inafuku. “I
teel as though it is my duty to inform people
on the battle, and that’s what I'm going to
continue to do.”

G

Park in Itoman C|ty Nov. 13. The names of those who lost their lives it ul
Okinawa are engraved on the Cornerstone of Peace, regardless of ‘

or civilian status. 118138, A& ICH SRR LABEADFF DR E

VG- ATy EEL FHIDBEICIE, ﬁﬁﬁ?t(&vt]\@% MNE

DRFELLENTLS,

%
8
SR
%
% fz
JANE A
A &
1A
Yo%
%L
B fe
55
i
=
rny
A
|
Y
4
%
i=4

G

Mo+ )) Toetriadt A
AT O GFTITIMN AW NG

AN

=SRCAUAC IR e o)

s

N 7T
ARt EEC MO LIRSS

N N

N
)
G

S
/|

N THRFTAHHORE . FOo

1 Setsuko Inafuku educates Marines on the Battle of

| Okinawa at the Okinawa Peace Memorial Museum in
ltoman City during a battle sites tour Nov. 13. Inafuku
led more than 40 service members to different
locations significant to the Battle of Okinawa. Inafuku
is a survivor of the battle and tour guide for the 18th
Force Support Squadron at Kadena Air Base. 11513
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Setsuko Inafuku explains different operations that took place
during the Battle of Okinawa while leading a battle sites tour
Nov. 13 at the site of the Former Japanese Navy Underground
Headquarters. 115 13H. |HEESEEICEEIHREZZAL.
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