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Lance Cpl. Alex Sokolowski collects
litter from an Okinawan child April 20
during the cleanup of the Nature Mirai
Kan Park Area as part of an event
celebrating Earth Day. 45208, *
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Friendly competition

Marines and sailors of Camps Foster and Hansen.
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Kenji Ginoza, a member of the Kin Town Table Tennis Club, rallies with Lt. John Potter, Navy chaplain,
at the Kin Town Education Center Gym Feb. 15 during the friendly tournament between the club and
2B158ICE RIS > 2—KBETIThN
SHEISREFREF ¥ T TR EZ—&F v T\ DBEBKENEBEEREDRE T REEWEID
T3y Ry Z—KRICEL > CEREHT IR T BEEEERE A, Proto by Pfc. Donald T. Peterson

15 | e
BRD T LB
E P BT H ATREIC

17| s il
FrrTN\EVE
SHETRAREEAN
KEITRBZD

15| VR RFRE
SRETSREHFSE
RiFEE

21| A5~

2« SPRING 2014 « Bic CircLE » www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle/BigCircle.html

www.okinawa.marines.mil/News/BigCircle.aspx « A =758 « 20144F HS -




Marines receive awards for
emergency response to fatal
accident on Okinawa highway

Lance Cpl. Diamond N. Peden
Hiroko Tamaki

Kojin Chibana, chief of the
Okinawa Police Station, presented
letters of appreciation Feb. 26 to six
Marines who assisted emergency
personnel during a fatal accident on
Highway 330.

The chief presented the awards
to the Marines for their immediate
response to the Jan. 13 wreck that
occurred in Zukeran, Kitanakagusuku
Village. 'The accident happened when
a flatbed semitrailer unhitched then
collided with two passenger vehicles.
The incident resulted in the death
of three Japanese motorists and the
injury of three.

Lance Cpl. Steven Danisi, an ac-
cident investigator, happened to be
driving behind the (flatbed semitrail-
er) and saw the accident, according to
Moriyoshi Teruya, an assistant police
inspector with the traffic investigation
section, Okinawa Police Station.

“He pulled over and immediately
worked on rescuing victims, and
sent a radio notification to his of-
fice,” said Teruya. “The five Marines
came to the scene, and together they
responded to the accident (until) the
Japanese police arrived.”

Once the Marines were on site,
they were able to assist many of the
victims while waiting for Okinawa
police officers, according to Danisi.

“The Camp Foster military police
arrived and helped get people out,”
said Danisi. “(Marine Corps Fire
and Emergency Services personnel)
showed up on scene to get the people
that were trapped in the vehicles out.
The local police arrived minutes lat-
er. We all tried our best to help them
out and get the individuals out of
the cars, so they could get the proper
medical attention they needed. We
did all we could.”

'The three departments had not trained
together before, but this did not impede
anyone from aiding those involved.

Six Marines who received letters of appreciation stand in front of the Okinawa Police Station with other
members of the Provost Marshal’s Office, as well as the representatives of the police station Feb.26. The
letters of appreciation were awarded for the assistance the Marines provided to Japanese emergency
personnel when a trailer accident occurred in Kitanakagusuku Jan. 13. 2326 H SHfEZE2Z 01|56 20D
BEKELEEHKDOMOKESIUHHBEREDEE, 6 Ald. 1 B138ICILHRHNT L —5—BHHREL
TRIC RIS CRADER ZSELILELTRENRZE RS TN, Photos by Lance Cpl. Diamond N. Peden
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“I guess if you were outside look-
ing in, it was really impressive to see
everyone — people who have never
spoken to each other, don’t even speak
the same language, and have never
trained together — working efliciently
side-by-side,” said Staff Sgt. Michael
S. Rice, a military policeman and pa-
trol supervisor. “That’s the purpose of
our job. It doesn’t matter who you are,
I have a job to do and that’s what I'm
going to do. That’s the way the local
police department looks at it too.”

'The accident was devastating, draw-
ing the attention of nationwide media.
However, Chibana attributes the
Marines’ training and calm in the face
of a stressful situation to the quick, ef-
fective response they provided.

“That accident set unprecedented
severity (for this kind of trailer ac-
cident). Any untrained person would
have had no idea what to do,” said
Chibana. “Because they were trained
Marines, they could save lives and
preserved the scene.”
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Kojin Chibana, chief of the Okinawa Police Station, right, applauds Lance Cpl. Steven T. Danisi, left, during an awards ceremony Feb. 26
at the Okinawa Police Station in Okinawa City. Danisi was one of six Marines to receive awards for their immediate response to the Jan. 13
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They used pieces of clothing to Marine Corps leadership

brace the victim’s head and neck, traits, according to Capt.

-
-

according to Kuykendall, a quality
control chief with Amphibious As-
sault Co. They used a backpack to help
brace his back and, when he began to
shiver, a sweater was used to keep the
victim warm.

The assistance they provided was
greatly appreciated, according to Capt.
Yoshimitsu Ginoza, a chief paramedic
with the Onna Detachment, Kin Dis-
trict Fire Station.

“There are no street lights at the
site of the accident while traffic load
is high. The Marines took action
swiftly and controlled traffic, which

Tyrel L. Campbell, the
executive officer of Am-
phibious Assault Co.
“Those Marines lending a hand to a
person in need exemplifies our warrior
ethos and promulgates an environment
of trust for our entire branch of ser-
vice,” said Campbell. “Regardless of
what nationality, ethnic background
or religious preference, Marines serve
others wherever they are. The globe in
our coveted emblem represents world-
wide service — it is what Marines do.”

Lt. Gen. John Wissler (second from left)
congratulates Staff Sgts. Jon Joyce (left) and
Anthony J. Sanders (second from right) and
Sgt. Joshua K. Kuykendall for their quick
action to help an injured man on Route 58
Feb. 18. 2818RICEESSSHRCEBLTHE
e TWeBEAEITELT. Y3 -Dr
AZ7—HF (L5 2 AB) ILZ5N5Y 3
VDA R ZEEYE () TV )Y

H—A_EBE HEMS2AB) . TV3va7 K-

DA IV=5FEE. Courtesy photo by
Staff Sgt. Anthony J. Sanders
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' Students of Nago City and Marines perform a skit of their own sequel to the play

“Snow White” during an English program at the Nago City Youth Center Feb. 22.
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with Okinawa community members

Lance Cpl. Cedric R. Haller II

While language is an important ele-
ment of communication and cultural iden-
tity, it is only a small part of what makes a
culture unique.

Fifteen Marines, along with some of
their family members, volunteered to share
a small part of their culture by teaching
English to Okinawa children Feb. 22 at
the Nago City Youth Center as part of a
Nago City Board of Education program.

“The Nago City Board of Education has
various programs for promoting English
education, and this (event) is one of them,”
said Miyuki Aragaki, a supervisor with
the board of education.

The volunteers taught the participants
how to speak conversational English using
a variety of phrases.

“We are here to make sure that

pants introduced themselves and played
some games in the morning. In the
afternoon, they watched a performance
of the play “Snow White” by the Marine
volunteers and parents. Then they split
into teams and were challenged to for-
mulate a sequel to the play in which they
had to include certain English phrases,
and the U.S. volunteers had to use certain
Japanese phrases.

The event allowed both U.S. service
members and Okinawa citizens to interact
outside of work or business, according
to Lt. Col. Devin O. Licklider, an event
participant and pilot with IIT Marine
Expeditionary Force.

“It’s firsthand interaction, not just being
in the same place (with little) interacting
at all,” said Licklider. “We actually got to
talk and find out what they enjoy.”

Interaction between the two groups was

“I was worried if I couldn’t commu-
nicate (with the volunteers),” said Kise.
“Listening to English was difficult at first,
but when I didn’t give up and instead
focused on listening, I could understand
what was said.”

The Marines found that spending
time to give back to the community was
rewarding as well as enjoyable, according
to Brown.

“I think seeing smiles on the kids’ faces,
knowing that you impacted their day, is
what motivates a lot of Marines to come
out here,” said Brown. “When the kids
are actually engaged and laughing, (that)
motivates me.”

For the participants, the event was
also a pleasant and a valuable experience,
according to Shuko Miyagi, a student at
Nago Middle School.

“I had fun,” said Miyagi. “I enjoyed
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Lt. Col. Devin O. Licklider and
middle school students from
Nago City work together to come
up with a skit of their own sequel
to “Snow White” Feb. 22 during
an English program at the Nago
City Youth Center. 2 522HI(c#
EFVEORTITONIEHEY
072 LD T, TAEE] DR
EEZBTEY 074 E—
PR LETORESE,

Photo by Lance Cpl. Cedric R. Haller 11

Camp Schwab volunteers and Nago City middle school students

play a game together during an English program at the Nago City
Youth Center Feb. 22. 2H22B|CZEFVEDR TIThNcHET
OIS LT II—=TERhNTT —L%ETEF v T1T—T DR
SUTAT ERETDOREE,

Courtesy photo by Tetsuya Kamiya

(Okinawa children) are comfortable

speaking (English),” said Cpl. Curtis K.
Brown, an event participant and ammu-
nition technician with Combat Logistics
Regiment 35. During the event, partici-

listening and speaking to the Ameri-
cans in English. I learned that I could
communicate with them (despite my

limited) English.”

initially limited by the inability to fluently
speak each other’s languages, but as the
event continued communication became
easier, according to Minami Kise, a stu-

dent at Haneji Middle School.

own sequel to the play “Snow White” during an English program at the

Nago City Youth Center Feb. 22. 28220 &ESVEDRTIThNTE
KRBTV S LT BATB TCEAIBEIEIDHREZECDBETOH
FhLBERKE, Courtesy photo by Tetsuya Kamiya

8 « SPRING 2014 « Bic CircLe « www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle/BigCircle.html www.okinawa.marines.mil/News/BigCircle.aspx * A & /5% « 2014F &S - 7



s e T i AR o il

2 : s e "~
3 A g e
ity vy~ W T T o o g

Abigail L. Dahlkemper (center) prepares to kic

k a soccer ball March 23 while competing in the

Family Mart Dream Match at the Okinawa Comprehensive Athletic Park in Awase, Okinawa.
The game was played between the International Athletic Club Kobe Leonessa and the
University of California, Los Angeles Bruins. 35 23H T HHEM /@A & EB) A E CirhtLic
INACHHE LA 2w &N 74 IV ZT7RZOY Y EIVAR T IV—A Y ADEAE T A—IVEF v
L&ESETBH7ET AV L -2 — U )\—EF (FHR) . Photos by Lance Cpl. Diamond N. Peden

IIT MEF Band performs at
exhibition soccer match

Lance Cpl. Diamond N. Peden

'The III Marine Expeditionary Force
Band stepped onto the track surround-
ing the soccer field with sharp uniforms
and crisp drill movements, facing a
stadium full of expectant fans.

'The band performed at the Fam-
ily Mart Dream Match, an exhibition
game between two well-known women
soccer teams, March 23 at the Okinawa
Comprehensive Athletic Park in
Awase, Okinawa.

The match was between the Inter-
national Athletic Club Kobe Leonessa,
winners of the Mobcast Cup Interna-
tional Women’s Club Championship in
2013, and the University of California,
Los Angeles Bruins, the U.S. college
team that won the National Collegiate
Athletic Association Division I Cham-
pionship in 2013.

'The III MEF Band traditionally plays
concerts for the community at military-
oriented functions. But, when Okinawa
soccer club FC Ryukyu invited it to
perform at the match, the band took the
opportunity to perform at a new venue
for a new audience.

“(The soccer game) was the first time
for many of the Japanese audience to see
(the band), and they were curious,” said
Mari Matsumoto, a public relations of-
ficer with FC Ryukyu. “It was fantastic,
and I was impressed because we usually
don’t get to see their performance at soc-
cer games. The musicians and four color
guards were professional, coordinating
each and every move well, and it was fun
to watch. The music was very good, too.”

For many members of the UCLA
team, this was their first time traveling
to Okinawa, and their first experience
with the III MEF Band.

“It’s amazing getting to travel across
the Pacific to Japan,” said Abigail L.
Dahlkemper, a defensive player for
the Bruins. “I think seeing the skills
that these players bring, being able to
play here, and getting to experience
the culture together as a team is defi-
nitely going to help us (bond). The band
performed the (U.S. and Japan) national
anthems and our school song.”

Band members were excited to
perform for a unique event and crowd,
according to Lance Cpl. John M. Rosal,

a percussionist with the band.
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“Everybody gets into (the perfor-
mance),” said Rosal. “It was a differ-
ent dynamic for the band in that we
are actually performing for a nonmili-
tary audience.”

Both teams enjoyed the experience,
and they appreciated the opportunity
to play against each other in Okinawa,
according to Dahlkemper.

“It was a really good experience
playing against some of the best players
in the world and one of the best club-
teams in the world,” said Dahlkemper.
“It was so enjoyable, and we’re honored
to be here.”

'The fast-paced and exciting game
resulted in a 3-2 win for INAC Kobe
Leonessa over their U.S. competitor.

The III MEF Band also entertained
the audience, according to Matsumoto,
encouraging FC Ryukyu and the band
to collaborate on future events.

“They were very impressed,” said
Matsumoto. “Some of them were taking
pictures or watching with rapt atten-
tion. We are very glad that we requested
(for the band to play at the game). We
definitely want them to perform again in

the future at FC Ryukyu’s games.”
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The Ill MEF Band performs at the opening of the Family Mart Dream Match March 23 at the
Okinawa Comprehensive Athletic Park in Awase, Okinawa. The game was played between the
International Athletic Club Kobe Leonessa and the University of California, Los Angeles Bruins.
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Event Highlights
Tastering [friendship

~ Commander Col. Stephen B. Lewallen Jr. (front) and
) ) o / EB ) 913 Sgt. Maj. Howard L. Kreamer plant a ceremonial
Members of the Marine Corps participated Ia { 7I§ Christmas tree on Camp Hansen Jan. 30. The tree
in the motorcycle safety awareness

o ) L was planted as a symbol of friendship between the
campaign initiated by the Ishikawa District local community of Kin Town and Camp Hansen. 15

Traffic Safety Association and Ishikawa 308l & RBIEF v TN\ VeV ORIFOS#MELT

Police Station March 2. 352H. &)l [#1X3z B+ THRICTYRTAY ) —EHE2 AERAIS T
ERETHRY
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Marines pick up litter on Araha Beach March 28 as part of a
camaraderie-building event. The Marines were divided into
groups to cover different areas where they could clean up
trash. 3H28H. FLELHIMEREZRDDHTI/\E—FT
EREEETW Y IV—TICahNTdZ 5B T,

Photo by Lance Cpl. David N. Hersey

BREPREREREN LI _@HE E) . Fv TN\ VESEATF—T LT
FEHPALE/ L — RIS TERRBEBRD AN Kotk (FRgR) NI — F\'L';'J—I—J—?—ZEEEEC
—&£ENLTz. Photo by Hiroko Tamaki Photo by Cpl. Anne K. Henry

U.S. Marine Capt. Andrew Bohn breaks away
from a tackle March 29 during a rugby match
between the Japan Self-Defense Force Naha
Rugby Football Club and the Camp Hansen
team Kaiju on Camp Hansen. 3H29H(cF
v\ TIThh iz, BEED SHEB TN
BB E—TYNR—ILISTTEFv T
N DTy R—IVF—LBEEDRE
.'u | C.RvoIVELDT YR a1— RV KE.
a2 —_ .l Photo by Lance Cpl. Pete Sanders

Maj. Andrew A. Merz (first row third from left)
poses for a photograph with several other
award recipients during an event held at the
Ishikawa Police (Station) Feb. 20. The letter of
appreciation was awarded to Camp Hansen in
recognition of the ongoing relationship between
the base and surrounding communities. 2 A
20BICRIBEREBTITONREA T MDRZ
BELHEICGEERREIISCED7 VR )a—A X
IV DM, D & e 75 B R MR LT LY
BTEERL F v TNV ISR EES
MNize Photo by Lance Cpl. Joey S. Holeman Jr.

Japan Ground Self-Defense Force officer candidate
Sgt. Maj. Satoshi Igeta (left) tries a Marine Corps
disarming technique on U.S. Marine Cpl. Dajon Snead

i K = - . i s e

Etxcr? n:]p Sc;r:warb ;ebs 27r§lgmmg thse \rl;lpabn Ozb )%ezr;/%r Ryuta Arashiro runs toward the finish line during a friendly competition

L_;:yg;;:/g%a_;_éé b naf'— %?’fﬁ%\i ; (Dé/\ﬁ[g*bjxj between firefighters of the Ginowan City Fire Department and Marine aircraft

I:]L/j\_[A—Z:\ 25332 _T_ MELEL%I TLT%;;E%%L‘ rescue and firefighting specialists with Headquarters and Headquarters

ﬂﬂgéﬁf\%ﬁ;fﬁ*t E?’éﬂ%‘@?%ﬂ%%ﬂi%#?ﬁj ﬁy; Squadron and Marine Wing Support Squadron 172 Jan. 31 at Marine Corps
N |\ oll == =] =]

Air Station Futenma.  1331HICEEBE REEM CITbN It BEEZTHER
REBEAEREDEABS LU EN72/BEMEZEREORIF BRI R T
ERAEZERALTO—IUNEEZFIHEEA T Ao Photo by Lance Cpl. Stephen D. Himes

{=o Photo by Lance Cpl. David N. Hersey
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Japanese physicians complete
internship at U.S. Naval Hospital

Hiroko Tamaki

Six Japanese physician interns proudly
stood as the U.S. and Japan national
anthems marked the opening of a gradua-
tion ceremony at the United States Naval
Hospital Okinawa March 21.

'The interns, having just spent a year filled
with valuable experience, learned about and
were each a part of the Western-style medi-
cine and care provided through the hospital.

The interns rotated between 12 medical
specialties at the hospital and further honed
their practice patterns by undergoing an ev-
idence-based medicine curriculum, accord-
ing to Lt. Cmdr. Jenny P. Chen, program
director. The interns also served as medical
translators for Japanese spouses who seek
care at the hospital. 'The interns also served

as liaisons between the Naval Hospitaland ~ the results to the hospital doctor. Then we coordinated activities for the Okinawan- E H BOEE S Y Ic A & n DAHTF B®m o % L < 3

Japanese hospitals on Okinawa. discussed what the best treatment would be.  American Physician Society.” 5 — 417 BIE S LA 5 y I EANBI /&R = 7z & i D

nur‘;l'Ie};Oe J?ernzr};::rel coo‘rdinated t'ry.msfers of Ithinl‘< that lzlelped me i{IlProve my English.” 'The interns are appreciative of all the % % ; ? ;i% Z % ;(' % ﬁ z %3_ g:) ; }_E EE § g - ‘; % % \I/ % g 5: %‘ g

patients requiring care This year’s group of interns faced some  support they received and proud to have ST 1 ERUSE “HIEREA |- DDEETRERE 5 55 &= s

at Okinawan hospitals for services not avail-  extra challenges starting with a typhoon been part of the Naval Hospital. Ty CCALPBLIC Frvre B®LwoD - Lpx Y Ny = K S

able at our facility, such as pediatric intensive  that struck on their scheduled interview “Looking back, this one year definitely L LoD 3&\ ? Do AETH l’: ﬁ 2 D F Ex L E Tl Tz ) 7 ThRFETN

care, cardiac catheterization, and certain day to the hospital’s relocation from Camp  exceeded my expectation,” said Hiroyuki . T’% e =l jj: %D W f L \l - r L %= 2 [ B ] ? 7 = [} %
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subspecialized surgical procedures,” sai Lester to Camp Foster, according to Lt. Suzuki, chief intern. “The experience Z T NFE & > < TRrEY S L% 3% %5 B = = - 4 A ¥ .

Chen. “By building bridges with Okinawan ~ Cmdr. Evan Williamson, assistant pro- here has further enhanced our career and <% A ;5( lc W LT rYY Y N AE TLH|F % BT =2 el =B 6

physicians, they have ensured that our pa- gram director. our lives.” 7 £ 7z A’ 75: 7T % 7: E 7 M Et Z % T oh & * = | ERR %

tients receive the very b ilable.” « ir i i 15 S 2 S A EIE TS thhHdhss A WD o R & D
Ty Dest care available. The day of their interviews (we were Z & < T q #1) mg 5 - — 7 - >y - i -
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springboard for those who want to study or
practice medicine in the U.S., according to
Reiichiro Obata, one of the interns.

“This is a very attractive program, which
has helped interns to go to the United States
after graduation for more than 20 years,”
said Obata. “The medical culture in Japan
and America are somewhat different, and
the medical practice I want to do is closer to
that of the States.”

While practicing the Western-style of
medicine in the English-speaking environ-
ment of U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa, the
interns vastly improved their language skills.

“The language barrier was the toughest
challenge, but now I understand much bet-
ter and I can carry discussions in English,”
said Keiji Akamine, another graduating
intern. “I examined patients and reported

to delay one day for safety reasons,” said
Williamson. “Then there were challenges,
of course, when we moved (to the new
facility). With every challenge, they were
very patient, very professional.”

With their demonstrated professionalism,
the interns contributed to building direct
relationships between medical providers at
the Naval Hospital and their Japanese coun-
terparts on Okinawa, according to Chen.

“They provided over 800 medical transla-
tions for patients and staff and completed
several important translation projects over
the course of the year,” said Chen. “They
provided basic life support training to over
100 American and Japanese health care
providers. They hosted approximately 50
Japanese medical students and physicians
during our summer externship program, and

physician internship program listen
to a congratulatory message by

| I
(Above) Dr. Soeno Shoko shakes hands with the U.S.
Ambassador to Japan Caroline Kennedy at the U.S. Naval
Hospital Okinawa Feb. 13. (Right) Dr. Reiichiro Obata conducts
triage of the simulate victims of a natural disaster during
Exercise Constant Vigilance Oct. 23. () 23 13HICIEHKEE
R EsANTcF v T - r R T BEERELIEF I HREFHET
EERf, () 10823BIThNICEBE IV ARV M EISVRT,
BRAKEOHEERICT—Y (BEDOEBLRIBRE) 2175
/AL —EREEET, Photos courtesy of U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa

Japanese interns perform
Okinawa’s traditional
dance with the U.S. Naval
Hospital staff during the
welcome party held for
them at the new hospital
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Mayor Tetsuji Matsumoto and Maj. Gen. Charles L. Hudson sign a local |mplementat|on agreement Jan. 17 at Camp Kinser. Matsumoto is the
mayor of Urasoe City. Hudson is the commanding general of Marine Corps Installations Pacific and Marine Corps Base Camp Smedley D. Butler.
1AV7B. Fv > T+ —CIRMEBIREICEBR T ANAT R BT REATFEEBEMBIUBEREF v TN\ S—DRSEFv—IU
ZeLe/\NFY 2/, Photo by Lance Cpl. Elizabeth Case

Chatan Town, Camp Foster agree
on detailed operating procedure

e Eﬂc‘:tat’rﬂ%ﬁd)“i IFIBICERE

Urasoe City, Marine Corps
officials sign agreement

Lance Cpl. Elizabeth Case

Mayor Tetsuji Matsumoto of
Urasoe City and Maj. Gen. Charles
L. Hudson, commanding general of
Marine Corps Installations Pacific
and Marine Corps Base Camp Smed-
ley D. Butler, signed a local imple-
mentation agreement Jan. 17 at Camp
Kinser specifying procedures for
the evacuation of Okinawa residents
through the installation in the event
of a natural disaster.

The procedures allow the installa-
tion to open one or more of its gates,
granting citizens a route for imme-
diate and direct passage to higher
ground or shelter immediately before,
during or following a natural disaster.

“It’s my pleasure to sign the local

implementation agreement for limited
disaster preparedness/response access
to U.S. Forces, Japan facilities and ar-
eas today,” said Matsumoto. “Follow-
ing the Great East Japan Earthquake,
residents highly appreciate this
agreement which offers Minatogawa-
Sakibaru district and Irijima district
the best tsunami response measures,
allowing evacuees immediate access
to higher ground.”

This agreement is the fifth of
its kind between Okinawa officials
and Marine Corps leaders and is an
important way to ensure the mutual
safety of the citizens of Okinawa
and the personnel stationed on U.S.
installations.

“Disaster preparedness is critical
to safeguarding lives and to quickly

16 - SPRING 2014 - Big CircLe » www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle/BigCircle.html

recovering from the impacts of a
natural disaster,” said Hudson. “The
Marine Corps is committed to doing
everything we can to be prepared to
respond in the event of such a crisis.
By treaty we are allies, but by choice
we are partners, friends and neigh-
bors. This agreement serves to rein-
force our commitment to our friends
and neighbors of Urasoe City.”

The signing was also attended by
representatives of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, the Okinawa De-
fense Bureau and U.S. Consul Gen-
eral Al Magleby. It is another step in
preparing the two communities for a
successful, unified response to future
natural disasters.
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Mayor Masaharu Noguni, right, and Col. Katherine J. Estes stand by an evacuation sign at Camp Foster March 11. Noguni and Estes
met to sign an agreement detailing the standard operating procedures for the Local Implementing Agreement. The LIA allows Camp
Foster to open its gates to provide evacuees immediate and direct passage to higher ground or shelter immediately before, during

or after a natural disaster. Prior to the signing, all in attendance observed a moment of silence to remember the victims and reflect
upon the impact of the Great East Japan Earthquake and subsequent tsunami, which struck Japan on this date in 2011. The signing
is a critical step to help safeguard the citizens of local communities and reaffirms the commitment of the U.S. to help its neighbors.
Noguni is the mayor of Chatan, and Estes is the Camp Foster and Lester commander and commanding officer of Headquarters and
Service Battalion, Marine Corps Base Camp Smedley D. Butler. 38118, 4> 774+ X 2—CRHDZRNIROAIICIIOBFEEFILS
E& (B) &EF v T 74 A2—BEHMBREDF v )2 - TR T AKME FEETRE T AT AKME BRI AR E D EAHE A FIED
BEEICEBE LU RHMEREHEIL BRAKERERSLUZORIERIC. Fv T T4+ X2—0 — b EHERUGEER N S E IR TE
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Okinawans, Marines complete
bilateral disaster exercise

Cpl. Matthew Manning preparedness exercise between Camp
Hansen and the Kin Town Office, Kin
Town Fire Department, Ishikawa Police
Station and the Okinawa Prefectural
Police,” said Maj. Andrew A. Merz,
Camp Hansen operations officer. “It was
designed to improve our coordination
and communication with those emer-
gency response entities and create an
environment where we can work together

tural Police completed a bilateral hu-
manitarian assistance and disaster relief
exercise with Marines of Camp Hansen
Jan. 29 to increase disaster preparedness.

The exercise scenario was based on the
aftermath of a devastating earthquake
and tsunami, which could potentially
destroy Kin Town’s designated evacua-
tion routes and locations.

“Today was our first bilateral disaster-

'The whirring blades of the helicopter
cut through the air, as sirens echo through-
out the installation. First-responders sprint
to assist simulated victims in the aftermath
of a disaster scenario.

Members of the Kin Town Office,
Kin Town Fire Department, Ishikawa
Police Station and the Okinawa Prefec-

s

% i T .
~__ Emergency first-responders prepare to transport a ; .
- simulated evacuee to safety by ambulance during a v
i';‘.'-_‘_"i,;.-'bilateral humanitarian assistance and disaster relief _:l - y w ul .
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and where we can bring them onto the
camp and let them use camp facilities and
space in execution of a possible real-world
disaster scenario.”

Kin Town and Camp Hansen share a
close friendship and look to strengthen
that friendship by working together to
prepare for disasters, according to Tsuyo-
shi Gibu, mayor of Kin Town.

“I am very glad to participate in this
exercise with the Okinawa Prefectural
Police and the Marine Corps of Camp
Hansen,” said Gibu. “Since the Great
East Japan Earthquake and subsequent
tsunami in 2011, the people of Kin
Town have paid more attention than be-
fore to disaster preparedness. We always

have to keep in mind to protect ourselves
from danger and are strongly required

to cooperate with each other efficiently,
ensuring the safety of the lives of the
people of Kin Town.”

Although there is not an official
disaster-preparedness agreement between
Kin Town and Camp Hansen yet, the
exercise will help in developing one, ac-
cording to Merz.

“I think today went very well, but it is
just a starting point,” said Merz. “We are
only going to get better from here and be
able to bring in more capabilities. There
will be more things the Marines can do
and more things the local authorities can
offer as well. We will be able to get to a
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more formal agreement in the future.”

During the exercise, simulated evacu-
ees were brought aboard Camp Hansen
by bus, ambulance and an Okinawa
Prefectural Police helicopter.

Upon the evacuees’ arrival, the emer-
gency responders triaged a variety of
simulated casualties and escorted a group
of preschool children to a safe location.

“We never know when a disaster will
strike and it is important that children are
able to listen and follow their teachers, so
they can move to safety during a disaster,”
said Masanori Kinjo, inspector chief of
the security section with the Ishikawa
Police Station.
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Marines face Kin Town club
In pingpong tournament

The sharp tap of a plastic ball hitting the
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“I haven’t been playing table tennis that
long,” said Pfc. Yu Lee, a motor vehicle
operator with CLB-4. “However, I do play
normal tennis which really helps, but playing
with the Kin Town team really showed me
how much more I have to go to improve at
table tennis. Their team is extremely good.”

Following the completion of the practice
matches, the tournament began.

“The tournament started with five round-
robin groups consisting of four players each,”
said Potter. Round-robin is a tournament

the same group. “So everyone was guaranteed
at least three matches in that stage.”

At the conclusion of the round-robin stage,
the competitors enjoyed pizza for lunch.

Then the top three players of each group
advanced to a 15-person single elimination
bracket. These exciting matches waged on
and on, strike after strike, with most of the
U.S. players gradually falling to more ad-
vanced players of the Japanese club. Some
of the long rallies were tiring for the players
but fun for the spectators.

“The Marines and sailors are good for
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of fun playing against them, and I hope to
play with them again in the future.”

It came down to Potter taking on Igei
in the final match. After a long, vigorous
match, Potter was declared the victor, win-
ning three of the five sets against Igei.

“It was a good match,” said Potter. “I play
with the Kin Town team for practice quite
often to help better my skills. This was not
just a victory for me, but for all of us because
we made new friends and that’s what matters
the most.”

pose with members of the
Kin Town Table Tennis
Club Feb. 15 after the table
tennis tournament at the
Kin Town Education Center
Gym. 23 15HICEHEIHE
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of the United States Marine Corps. It is
published to inform Okinawan community
leaders, educators and concerned organiza-
tions and persons about U.S. Marine Corps
activities on Okinawa and in the region. The
contents of Big Circle are not necessarily
official views of, or endorsed by, the Marine
Corps, U.S. Government or Department of
Defense. It is published quarterly by the Con-
solidated Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler. Big Circle is on the Web at
http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle.
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okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle. Subscribers
will receive an e-mail when the latest issue
has been posted on the Web. The publica-
tion can be viewed in .pdf format online or
downloaded.

KREGEHIE KEBEBEED O
T IERKREBEBOEENCREONS 2 H)
TTOIREEZ IR WBERIRE. TDMD
P EANDEREMHEBNE LUTRIT
TNET, KEGBOABIE. 4T LB
ERBCOKEBAT. KEFBEDORRRET
HBHENFRYEB A, HHBERIEF T -
NS — BEBEMFEERER (CPAO)
D37 BTEICEITLTVET, KEEEH
D717 T FLAIE : http://www.kanji.
okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle.

LB I T RECHELDA G, £
VI THA MHBA—IVT FLRICET
BLAATLIEEL, BLRAATEAIR 717
LICHROMBRE NS L BINA—ILERE
TBESITESTVWET, 7T 7HRIE PDFR
R AV2—%y NCHEE, £ld4dvrnO
—RIBTENTEET,

COMMANDING GENERAL
Maj. Gen. C. L. Hudson

PUBLIC AFFAIRS DIRECTOR
Mr. Michael Ard

MANAGING EDITOR
Master Gunnery Sgt.
Charles F. Albrecht

EDITOR
Hiroko Tamaki

EDITORIAL SUPPORT
Megumi Tamaki
Sayuri Toyoda

International phone number
011-81-98-970-9403

International fax
011-81-98-970-3803

MCB PAO
Unit 35001
FPO AP 96373-5001

&5 (098) 970-9403
FAX (098) 970-3803

T901-2300
e a A B B Rt
Bldg. 1, CPAO (UNIT 35001)
KEZR RER

email:
okinawa.mcbb.fct@usmc.mil

BEBKEICERRLLN

SEDA B 2—IF, ARF—/L
(EtMaER) oXFay s, B
FELSATT,

WIEH  AXR—VTIREDLS
WENTWAATIN?

EIBHi - AXR—)VTHINT23
FLBWZED T, I#HICH B R
MOFTIVTHNTWERENS, +
YT T AZ—DRAAF—)VTHH)
SOWETUI, ZD%, FEE
B> TEHBL LT no T
DTTH, BERITTFAZ—DA
AR—IVTCOHRZGE L, &
N>z ATTX,

WA ARV TEKD
MEZST=DTTN?

EIBHi: L EDEMEZ VDT,
WAATIERBEED IR T E B AT,
Bz, BT R —DE>TE
AREAZa—hDHOET, FN

I, TLBIRTH T EB DI
TIRESHD? ) LB &,
THAOHEHTIEb x> 2ES
T THORT 2 &) LBATN
2o EDSHITH LWAZ o — =%
ATVETD,

fefeUl iR LTk 2R o
AZXR—=)VCHEUCAZ a—7Z L
TWVWET, 72 b D COHELER
AT S, R L DA Z 2 —W
PDENTAER AR —RAZ 21—
MELSNTEXT, Blhoy—%2
—EBIFEDTDTT,

BSEH  EARETADEHELL
TIMn?

LB : HEL DL DIE, BE DR
HOENTY, IS LA
WEESTE, 7AUANZHIDT
ENONWEEZZRDNHDET, T
E.HBDIIR—I ¥ —IFHANE
YR=FLTLNZDOTHH>TW

SEx

Jdlinl

F9, AeBb— AU L DI ARIC
LT TNBDT, TEENH
EEELRTVATY, F—LT—7
ZeBEHICE,. 23227 —¥3
YINRYITI A, BT —LT—
IMTETVENSRNMEHENT
ETWVB LAWY, (CTTHT
O BHLTWET, ARR—)LT
& AARAGESE B —A— A DR
Be—#IcHEZTZ2OT, KL
DEFEEAIEVATT X,

BWEEH MASVEFRICKRS A
TIM?

THRi : 1H3BRELTVWET
M EEERREGDETHTE 18
H120400-500NIEKE T, 7272,
R E D HT L <RIBS L
R SRR IC A B RIIC T v
VT ITFAR—ICEDHENDDT,
ZDKHIBO0NICETIZA AT LY
H0E T,

BIEE RPNV EKLZDIRE
AEHTTH?

IR R E DML HE R
%, BROBEITED-{DE
FTHIF WL EHTET, ZCT
EHLWERZHLTHI T, EL
FIRPRAZDONRONNTT,
ERUhole kb E-oTins L
LT 4,

Japanese cook prepares meals for Marines

This edition’s interview is with
Nabuyuki Tamanaha, a cook fore-
man at the Camp Foster mess hall.

Editor: How long have you
been working at the mess hall?

Tamanaha: I have been
working at the mess hall for
about 23 years. Working at the
Camp Foster mess hall was my
dream when I was working as a
cook at a civilian hotel in Naha.
Then I became a master labor
contract employee on the U.S.
military installation and started
working as a security guard, but
1 transferred to the Foster mess
hall a few years later. So my
dream came true.

Editor: Why was your
dream working at the mess hall?

Tamanaha: Mess halls of-

fer so many menu choices and
recipes, I can learn a variety
of dishes. For example, if you
look at potato dishes, there
are so many varieties here.
Also, a recipe can call for one
thing, but if T ask Marines how
they prepare it back in their
hometown, they may tell me
how they might cook it a little
differently where they came
from. I am constantly learning
new dishes.

However, it’s important to
note that mess halls across the
Marine Corps offer the same
menu. Marine Corps head-
quarters in Washington D.C.
sends out an annual plan of
master menus for each season of
the year to ensure standardized
calorie consumption.

Editor: What are the chal-
lenges you face?

Tamanaha: The challenge
is the difference in customs and
ideas. There are times that I may
think it’s better to do something
one way, and Americans may
think it’s better to accomplish
the task another way. But our
manager is very helpful and sup-
portive of Japanese employees.
He talks to each of us in person,
which makes it easy for us to talk
to him. I think communication
is essential for teamwork, and
we are doing a good job because
we are a good team. I am very
appreciative (of being able to
work here). Japanese employees
and Marines are very close at the
mess hall because every one of
us works closely together with

Marines side-by-side.

Editor: How many custom-
ers do you serve?

Tamanaha: We offer three
meals a day and normally serve
400-500 customers at each meal,
including both enlisted and of-
ficers. The number of customers
can increase up to 800 when new
Marines arrive on Okinawa be-
cause they gather on Camp Fos-
ter before they are sent to their
assigned camps or installations.

Editor: What makes your
job rewarding?

Tamanaha: After Marines
finish their work, I want them
to relax when they eat. Serving
the food they enjoy and seeing
their happy faces are the source
of my motivation. It makes me
happy when they tell me the

food was good.
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Urasoe City, Marine
Corps sign emergency
access agreement .



