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Marine thanked for saving life of a high school girl

Lance Cpl. Tyler Giguiere

A 15-year-old student at
a local high school and her
mother visited Camp Kinser
July 10 to personally thank
1st Sgt. Andre S. Guay after
he administered lifesaving aid
following an accident on Route
58, Okinawa, Japan.

While driving, Guay noticed
the high school girl lying in the
road June 16, and used his own
vehicle to block traffic before
moving to her side to provide
assistance and first aid.

“When I first saw her laying
on the ground, I was in disbe-
lief that nobody had stopped
yet; she was just lying in the
road,” said Guay, the company
first sergeant for Food Service
Company, Combat Logistics
Regiment 37. “The first thing
to do is stop traffic, so I pulled

my car in and blocked the
lane, and then I ran out to her
to assess the situation. When
I saw that she had a gash in
the forehead, the only thing

I could do was apply pressure
to try to stop the bleeding. I
was thinking, ‘T wish there was
more I could do.’T just felt
kind of helpless because there
was nothing more I could do
except wait for the ambulance
to show up. I was just hoping
she would make it; that was
my main concern.”

A liaison with the Okinawa
Prefectural Police contacted
Guay’s commanding officer,
Capt. Rebecca L. Wilkinson,
on behalf of the high school
girl and her mother to set up
an opportunity to come and
thank Guay in person. He did
not want anything in return for
his actions.

Hopetully this experience
further demonstrates that Ma-
rines care about the community
and are eager to help Okinawa
residents during a time of need,
according to Guay.

“We, as Marines, are here
to help the society, be good
neighbors, and do the right
thing,” said Guay. “The main
thing is that the little girl is
alive and well. All weekend 1
was thinking about her and
hoping she would recover.

It made me feel great to see
her walking about, no broken
bones or anything; she made
a full recovery. I'm happy and
ecstatic about that.”

'The mother and daughter
came out to thank Guay in
person. They brought gifts
for Guay, as well as tokens of
appreciation for everyone in
attendance. The daughter also

received a gift from Guay’s unit.
“I was very fortunate Guay
helped me and saved my life,”
said the high school girl “Be-
cause of him, I survived and
didn’t lose my life, and I have
so much appreciation for that.
All'T can say is thank you. I
can’t find any other words; his
actions were indescribable.”
“For them to come out
and thank me personally was
more than I ever expected,”
said Guay. “I am very grateful
for how much respect they
have; it was somewhat of a
shock. It shows how much
they care, how much it meant
to them. A simple thank you
would have been more than
enough for me, but for them
to actually come here and
thank me personally, both
the mother and the daughter,
means a lot.”
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Osprey capabilities showcased

to senior military leadership

Sgt. Adam B. Miller

U.S. and Japan senior military leaders met with Oga-
sawara Village officials July 28 on Chichi Jima, Japan,
to discuss the benefits of the MV-22B Osprey tiltrotor
aircraft for the people of Japan.

The minister of defense for Japan, members of his
staff and U.S. Marine Lt. Gen. John Wissler, along
with Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force officials, ar-
rived on the remote island via Osprey to demonstrate
the far-reaching and quick response capabilities of the
aircraft in the event of humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief efforts.

“We were welcomed with a large banner that said
‘Ospreys, welcome to Chichi Jima’ once we arrived,”
said U.S. Marine Maj. Benjamin J. Debardeleben, the
executive officer of Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron
265, Marine Aircraft Group 36, 1st Marine Aircraft
Wing, I1I Marine Expeditionary Force. “They were
very excited to see the reach the (Ospreys) provide.
They can give them assistance in the case (of) a tsu-
nami, typhoon or any type of emergency.”

The Osprey has been designed with the most strin-
gent safety, reliability, readiness, all-weather opera-
tions, survivability, crash worthiness, and performance
requirements of any rotary-wing aircraft ever built,
according to the V-22 Osprey Guidebook. Its large pay-
load capacity over long distances positions it to support
numerous missions worldwide.

“The Ogasawara Islands actually do not have any
airports or runways,” said Itsunori Onodera, the minis-
ter of defense. “If we try to transfer patients by ship, it
will take 25 hours. (However), if we can use something
like the Osprey, which I flew in today, for transporting
emergency patients, we can transfer them within two to
three hours from the Ogasawara Islands to the helipads
at the hospitals on mainland Japan.”

The Osprey’s mission radius is 600 nautical miles,
fully loaded. Its maximum cruise speed is 443 kilome-
ters per hour, and the aircraft is capable of travelling
from Okinawa to Tokyo, approximately 1,500 kilome-
ters apart, in 3 hours and 45 minutes.

“This means we can save more lives,” said Onodera.
“We believe that this is important to have such equipment
for life-saving purposes and in the event of a disaster.”

The aircraft received praise and admiration for its
unique design and unlimited potential from dignitaries
with both nations.

“It can fly farther, it can fly faster, and it can carry
said U.S. Marine Maj. Giuseppe A. Stavale, a
Japan foreign area officer and law enforcement inte-
gration and antiterrorism force protection officer with
Marine Wing Headquarters Squadron 1, 1st MAW, 111
MEF. “When you look at the Japan archipelago, you
can see that it has many islands that are a part of the
four main islands of Japan. Those smaller islands may
not have the resources or the level of care that Japan has
on the mainland, so those levels of resources, or those
gaps in the resources, are exacerbated when a storm
happens or some other kind of natural disaster.”

Much of the Japanese island populace is dependent
on the abilities of the Japan Self-Defense Force to assist
during evacuations or bring aid during times of distress,
according to Stavale. New defense program guidelines
announced by the government of Japan note that they
will purchase the Osprey aircraft and base them in the
Saga prefecture. This new capability will dramatically
change the reaction time for [SDF personnel when
responding to HADR events.

“We as the Ministry of Defense, would like to plan
to include the purchase of Ospreys in our next year’s
budget,” said Onodera. “We haven’t come to our final
decision on the models yet and we will consider the
number of aircraft to purchase by the end of next month
because we have to estimate our budget by then.”

»
more,

From left to right, Lt. Gen. John W|ssler Kazuo Morishita and
Itsunori Onodera pose for a photo July 28 on Chichi Jima, Japan.
Onodera and Wissler arrived to the remote island via an MV-22B
Osprey tiltrotor aircraft to demonstrate the long-range and quick
response capabilities of the aircraft in the event of humanitarian

assistance and disaster relief efforts. (EAhHH) a4 R
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Marines volunteer time, help those

IN heed

Cpl. Drew Tech

Marines and sailors with 1st
Marine Aircraft Wing, I1I Marine
Expeditionary Force, along with
their families, took part in a com-
munity service event Aug. 30 at Yogi
Park in Naha, Okinawa.

The service members assisted a
group of local churches who work
together to provide outreach to
people in need from the Naha area.
The day began with a short religious
service led by the local church lead-
ers as Marines and sailors prepared
food. Once the service was finished,
the Marines and sailors served the
attendees food and helped distribute
groceries for them to take home.

“It’s phenomenal,” said Lt. Todd
Trumble, a chaplain with 1st MAW.
“Just coming out here and hanging
out with Okinawans to serve the
needy is just huge from both a faith
and a military perspective.”

The event organizers come to
Yogi Park every Saturday to serve
anyone looking for a meal and a
little help with additional grocer-
ies, according to Petty Officer 2nd
Class Kory Hill, a religious program
specialist with Marine Wing Sup-
port Squadron 172, 1st MAW, 111
MEF. Each week a different Marine
unit sends out a group of volunteers
to help.

“It makes me feel good to help out,”
said Hill. “The (attendees) are get-
ting food that they’ll be able to eat for
hopefully the rest of the week. Also,
knowing that there will be people out
here next week to help out feels good.”

The event was a chance to give back
to the community, and also served as
a learning opportunity for the service
members to reflect on how fortunate
they are, according to Trumble.

“We always talk about trying to give
Marines and sailors a positive outlet,”
said Trumble. “Whenever you work
with the (less fortunate), you begin to
understand how good you have it, and
how challenging it is for people who
have no place to go and call home. I'm
hoping that some of this translates over
to our Marines and sailors and they get
to realize just how blessed and fortunate
we really are.”

The event is the highlight of the
week for the attendees, according to
Masayoshi Yamauchi, the pastor at
Okinawa Bethania Church and an
event leader.

“The (attendees) look forward to
meeting with the service members
each week,” said Yamauchi. “They
appreciate them very much for the
food and the love.”
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Lance Cpl. Craig M. Claxton, right, distributes water and juice
Aug. 30 at Yogi Park in Naha, Okinawa. Marines and sailors
assisted a group of local churches who work together to
provide outreach to the less fortunate. 8 A30H ., MFHiD 5
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A Marine prepares a meal Aug. 30 at Yogi Park in Naha,
Okinawa. Marines and sailors gathered to help the less
fortunate while supporting a group of local churches that work
together to provide outreach to the Naha community. 8 730
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Kyra Powell, age 6, helps prepare hot dogs Aug. 30 at Yogi Park in Naha. Marines and
sailors with 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, along with their families
and local volunteers assisted a group of local churches that provide outreach to the less
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Ray Welch, center, Camp Courtney'camp director, welcomes
students participating in the Summer English Program Aug. 18 on
Camp Courtney. 8818 A, ¥+ > Fa— r=—TiThHN-EFH
FEIOYSLT, £EERLTIRF YU TRIEREOLS -V
ILFBITISE. Photos by Lance Cpl. David N. Hersey

Camp Courtney hosts 14th

annual summer English program

Lance Cpl. David N. Hersey

Excited chatter filled the room as high school
students took their seats, eagerly awaiting the oppor-
tunity to practice their English-speaking skills.

Camp Courtney hosted its 14th annual Summer
English Program Aug. 18 in the common area of
Legends Officers’ Club for Okinawa high school
students from Uruma City.

Over a six-day period, the students had conversa-
tions in English with service member volunteers to
improve and practice their verbal communication.

Someone may know how to read and understand
English, but they could have trouble verbally com-
municating, according to Ray Welch, the camp
director of Camp Courtney.

“A large part of the world speaks English as a
second language,” said Welch. “The students here
(in the program) have most likely learned to read
and understand English already, but speaking and
reading are two very different things. Children learn
to speak long before they even think of picking up
a book, so we’re going with the same principle and
teaching them how to verbally communicate.”

The program began in the summer of 2000 with
a great success that has carried it to what it is today,
according to Ichiro Umehara, community relations
specialist, Camp Courtney.

“I got the idea for this program from a mother in
Uruma City,” said Umehara. “She asked why we don’t
have a program to help the children learn English.

I brought the idea to the command and they were
happy to give it a try. 14 years later and we’re still
doing it.”

The day began with a welcoming from Welch, fol-
lowed by a speech from Toshio Shimabuku, the Uruma
City mayor. Both men expressed the importance of the
class and why the students should learn English.

“Having English as a second language opens up a
lot of opportunities for these students,” said Welch.
“Should they desire to travel abroad for education or
job opportunities, they will have a second language
already prepared to assist in communicating with the
people around them.”

After the speeches, the 29 students were divided
into groups led by one of the service members. In
the groups, the students asked the service members
questions in English. The questions were simple, such
as what their favorite music is and what their hobbies
are. The service members would offer a response to the
students’ questions and then would discuss the topics
with their group.

In the afternoon, the students were taken on a
tour of some of the facilities at Camp Courtney. The
students went to the Child Development Center, the
library and the Courtney Ironworks Fitness Center.
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Below: Ray Welch, center, the Camp Courtney camp director,

welcomes students participating in the Summer English

Program Aug. 18 on Camp Courtney. () 8418 H, ¥x 7

2— b =TT L EH

Tns T LT, EEEEET S

"N
=]

H¥ v TREIFAEOLA « v LFRIEIRE (FR) .

Above: U.S. Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Amanda
Braly, center, answers questions from high school
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Seaman Johnathon Caulson greets local preschoolers with candy bags
Oct. 31 during the United Service Organization’s Halloween Party on Camp
Hansen. The party consisted of candy, games and a bounce house. 104 31

H, ¥¥ o7 - "ot Tiibhiz gy 2o 8—F 4T, FXxorTA4D
Ao T2 RaFF oML ER L2 EAT 5 a S - h oy » Bk,

Sgt. Justin Stewart, center, tries to catch a fish with local preschoolers Oct. 31
during the United Service Organization’s Halloween Party at Camp Hansen.
10H31H, ¥¥ o7 - ey Tiibhioay g 8 —7 4 T, HtRE
FEREAEHEZDD Y AT 42« AF 2 U— b =FHE,
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Photos by Lance Cpl. Rebecca Elmy

Seaman Recruit Jacob Birtola hands out candy to
local preschool students Oct. 31 during the
United Service Organization’s Halloween
Party at Camp Hansen. % > 7" -
N TI0A 3L HIC T DAL
0y =7 T, etk
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Capt. John Shattuck greets local
preschool students with Halloween
candy Oct. 31 during the United Service
Organization’s Halloween Party at Camp Hansen.
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Gunnery Sgt. Erwin Jumawan makes a hoop with his arms for students at the Himawari

Gakudo Day Care Center, Nago City, Okinawa, to throw a ball through Aug. 23 during a

community outreach visit from Marines and sailors stationed at Camp Schwab. 8 H23H |
Fy 7 v a U7 OWERKRE SRRSO — R CAETICH DO FEDY FiE
ZAf L, Ty Vav U EREERWFETHEIEY . OO TITIRERR
— IV EFIF T D & Z A, Photo by Lance Cpl. David N. Hersey

From left to right, Capt. Zachary Passini, Mitsuru Namazue, Maj. Benjamin DeBardeleban,
and Shigeo Ichiki pose in front of an MV-22B Osprey tiltrotor aircraft Sept. 29 at Marine Corps
Air Station Futenma. DeBardeleban and Passini flew to Chichi Jima to demonstrate the far-

reaching capabilities of the Osprey aircraft July 28, 2014. 9 H29 H | K i FEHZ TMV-22BA4
AT VA DEITCEERZIIIG LD (EhD) FhY — « S =REH I/ s
BliBR., N Uy IV TNA=T LN —REFNEREMESERR,

Photo by Sgt. Jose Nava
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KNago City business associates and Japanese media
personnel embark an MV-22B Osprey tiltrotor aircraft
Oct. 16 on Marine Corps Air Station Futenma during a
visit to the air station. 104 16 A, % K [ FH & G4 0 B
(CMV-22BA A 7 L A (THER T DA RF & AR ANDH
JEF%{;(:%LO Photo by Lance Cpl. Brittany A. James

Nakachi Hibiki, left, practices
his pitch with Lance Cpl. James
Owens, right, before a baseball
game between the Marine Corps
Community Services team, the
Cyclones, and the Ginowan City
team, Shimashi Dreams, Sept.
27 on the Camp Foster baseball |
fields. 9H27TH | MEFaI o=
TAYP—EROF—L [H A7
0y R L OBEROREHN,
Vrx—AhRA AT R BT -
F) Ly TF U TOMEET
HHEIETT—2 R4~
AL —RX| OFHIEEE (&)
Photo by Lance Cpl. Brittany A.James
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Shun Nishime, back right, assists a visually impaired student, Moeko Agena, front right, in
examining a radar system Sept. 29 at the Camp Foster fire station. The visit focused on
informing the students about natural disaster preparedness, along with educating them on
the strong relationship between military and Okinawa fire departments. 9H29H ., * ¥ >
T T AL B T L — X A E A EERLS BE T O RRREE R ORFE, ZEA
HFSA B OFMFZ2T5%x 7 - " UFBOMH L, RS A (F12)
o ZOFBMITIE, RKFPEICBAREESRICOWTIHFREIRME L, KE L WHROEE & O
BRVIRIZOWTHI 2 TH B 9 2 LIZESEZEWTZ, Photo by Lance Cpl. Brittany A. James

Service members share a tasty snack with students Aug. 23 at the Himawari Gakudo Day
Care Center, Nago City, Okinawa, Japan, during a community outreach visit. 8 4 23 0, H
BEBRESO—BRTAETOED Y FEORE LER LVBR %2016 5 KKBT b,
Photo by Lance Cpl. David N. Hersey
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Kids from Nagomi splash
at Hansen pool

Lance Cpl. Tyler Ngiraswei

Marines and sailors stationed at
Camp Hansen, along with their
families, swam and played with chil-
dren with Nagomi Nursery Home for
Children and their caretakers Aug. 13
at the Camp Hansen Aquatics Center.

The attendees played with water
toys, waded in the water, and played
catch and basketball in the pool. The
kids hopped onto the Marines’ backs
and participated in good-natured
splash fights using boogie boards as
improvised shields.

“Visiting the Camp Hansen swim-
ming pool is one of the highlights of the
summer for the children of Nagomi,”
said Masanori Ishikawa, the director of
the home. “We have many events that
happen in the local community, but this is
significant to us.”

The nursery is a home and school for
children under the age of 18 who have
been separated from their parents.

Marines with Camps Schwab and
Hansen are familiar faces in the facil-
ity, according to Ishikawa, an Uruma

City, Okinawa, native. The Marines do
a lot of volunteer work with Nagomi,
and they are happily received because
they are part of the community.

“We are told we are ambassadors when
we are walking around (the surrounding
community),” said Navy Lt. Christopher
R. Grady, the chaplain for 3rd Battalion,
12th Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Di-
vision, IIT Marine Expeditionary Force.
“It’s good for the Marines to feel like it.
‘They (Marines) actually have a part in
the local community, and they’re making
a difference with these kinds of events,
especially with the children.”

Events like this will help build
the Marines’ esprit de corps and the
relationship between Marines and the
local community, according to Lance
Cpl. Christopher E. Ortiz, a motor
transportation dispatcher with 3rd Bn.,
12th Marines.

“When these kids grow up, they can
reflect, ‘Hey, I remember when I got
to swim, hang out and play with those
guys” said Ortiz. “They’re going to
remember us being involved with their
community and playing with them in

Petty Officer 3rd Class Cameron K. M.
Bernard lifts a boy from the Nagomi
Nursery Home for Children out of the
water Aug. 13 at the Camp Hansen
Aquatics Center. This was part of a
day of swimming, playing and having
fun among the Marines, sailors, their
families, and the children of the facility.
SHISH, x> 7 - nrkrn”
— VT IREHGRERR 2 50 b D
REZKTNO/HEE EF D50 AR
Voo KM e N—F— NS,
R OFI BT R, EEE
FTOFRED L HIZVRWIZED #EATZ D
LT—HZRLAL,

Photos by Lance Cpl. Tyler Ngiraswei
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their childhood, which will help future
Marines.”

The event was also a chance for
the Marines to spend time with their
families prior to the unit leaving for an
extended training exercise, according
to Grady.

“I believe this was a really good last
‘hurrah’ of the summer for the families
of the Marines because they were able
to experience the Marines’ work envi-
ronment and have a good time before
everybody starts getting busy,” said
Ortiz. “It was a good experience to
be with the children from the nursing
facility on both sides.”

The laughter and excitement from
the children, Marines and their fami-
lies calmed after sharing a meal of
Okinawa-style soba, sandwiches and
pastries. After eating they continued
to play and share each other’s company
before the day had to end.

“The kids really look up to and enjoy
the Marines’ company,” said Ishikawa.
“I hope to continue seeing the Marines
remaining active in our community, and
our relationship to continue to grow.”
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RIS 35 ) 3 (B0 LK QHIY) ERVES VIO R
MO MHION YO KU HFRL-D80°

AEAN - DM ADNE ONM N QBERM B IEEMN A VEKD
QN VN == B HEA~" SO 4 40 18 Bk M T R 42 IN
KAYNEBRVEL FFC | MV VHVvIKEL SO 51e°

PR 11| SN [ R oo B (BRI IR S S R IR > KRR ERE QA =
KANN—e RINK Y@ KEDS TRy REREE TRk
RHKEHSQUNURNORNY Z0Q Y BRI 0E Q)
BOVEH S VP KEY FIREFUERDH OV 4)Q
OHEEQN Y N LT HE W0 QBUE MIKE OV L Hdn ] AUNE

D0

MRS N3 BT -HQEIZ-INIER &
HES I AV E R AV Q BB 10 Q M XH O " R ENK
BHRBOKKRBEENEHELADIXKLNNE ¢ @« KA

AN Y4 T P E 0 Kauv 48 0 40407 TR 8 <yl
AL RENX LSS HIEWEN) O W QNS] OB S Hpe)
AVRR/OL IH RYZFRIEFBFVERELS SN OV S 41
AU REFN | TBUEH U U EKU0GEN Y L 2y
SR Ve BT OEHKME LN DL H4n| AEQ

ko

HNENY{ N EERRIHERCTFEERMN HRQEN"
SR I A 40 % KAV EE BT 0 D0 ) - BV 248 O 2 URIN
INY KB 2 B A°

[HOVECENY SR #ERKIMY QO S i
WO LHENE A VRN QT BRI Q ReIK S Iy
WERK QI 0D L P O WVE L M RIRM AU O W
A7 D Y BRI B (85 30 Q NS0 | JE N B Iy ) AU B8
o S g M Lo gt o Y Uk e A A HpE(38 R O 0
KOs B I WDV L YUNEKE EHRm U Qi
K EELVDEER NN AR BRAEN-SUREEQ SN0
A RSN S 0N NN WemRNY N LAY
e U QB O A | SENIE Q7 IR D 8U°

[ 4240 13 82 SIS 4 ) VAU DR O © 17 RIX
WO QW L A EREES IS rp U R IE R U R T N
Rip OV r®DIKREBEEGEK WO IV VE S PRE | v
N =2 i 8 e O 4°

I it e 1 i & e TR S

“HDNJEH T,

—
-

Ll Bo 3 R EEE R

THRELOAEFETHY FRTL B D,

— K

have been separated from their parents. 8H13H, ¥ 7 « N> v DT — )V TNRRYT v N & 5D0E 2817

5 BAurs KM N—F—F

www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle/BigCircle.html « K E 7585 - 2014 FE S - 9



Bowling builds bonds between

Marines, community members

FyoT
WERRERM R, AAVDVD
Photos by Lance Cpl. Isaac Ibarra

relationship with the community. 10 1H |
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Cpl. Jamie Rose, right, hands a bowling ball to an Okinawan resident Oct. 1 at Camp Hansen. Marines

and sailors invited residents of the Reimei No Sato Handicap Facility on base to bowl and strengthen their
NECCIRRRICAR T Y I R— NV E T
DNEE ZFEHNICRERY ) v 7T
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Lance Cpl. Isaac Ibarra

Marines and sailors with 3rd Battalion, 12th Marine Regiment,
reunited with residents of the Reimei No Sato Handicap Facility
Oct. 1 at Camp Hansen.

The partnership between the Marines of the battalion and
the residents has been ongoing for almost 30 years, according
to U.S. Navy Lt. Christopher Grady, the chaplain with 3rd Bn.,
12th Marines, 3rd Marine Division, ITI Marine Expeditionary
Force. The Marines and sailors strengthened this relationship
with the residents by inviting them on base.

“Today we escorted residents of Reimei No Sato (on base) to
boost morale and provide a little physical therapy for them by
bowling,” said Petty Officer 2nd Class Andrew M. Madonia, a
religious program specialist with the battalion.

The event kicked off with a meal at the Post Exchange food
court followed by bowling.

“In the military, there is the heart and the fist,” said Madonia.
“We go to war, but the other side of the military is goodwill,
morale and community organization outreach.”

'This event gave Marines, sailors and local residents the op-
portunity to step away from their daily routines and enjoy each
other’s company.

“Having the locals come out brings a warm feeling to the
heart,” said Sgt. Paul A. Alvarado, an electrical equipment repair
specialist with the battalion. “It’s a unique experience not only
for them but for us as well.”

Laughs filled the bowling alley and the service members took great
pride in spending time with the residents, according to Alvarado.

“My favorite part was teaching one of the members how to bowl
a little bit better today,” said Alvarado. “Every month I do commu-
nity relations like this. It brings me great pride.”

'The facility residents were invited to the bowling alley last year,
and it was a success, according to Grady. This is the fourth time
that members of Reimei No Sato visited the installation.

“This is an ongoing relationship we have had with Reimei No
Sato since the (1970s),” said Grady. “It’s not a one-time event.

It’s something we aspire to do with Reimei No Sato to let them
know that we'’re their friends.”

8 - FALL 2014 - Bic CircLE - www.okinawa.marines.mil/News/BigCircle.aspx
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Lance Cpl. Keith A. Doyle, left,
high-fives an Okinawa resident

after she bowls Oct. 1 at Camp

Hansen. Marines and sailors
with 12th Marine Regiment,
3rd Marine Division, lll Marine

Expeditionary Force, have
had a partnership with Reimei

No Sato Handicap Facility for
almost 30 years and frequently

host events to strengthen their

relationship. 10A1H, Fx
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Marines teach English through

song, dance

Lance Cpl. Matthew S. Myers

Marines and sailors with 9th Engineer Support Battalion, 3rd Ma-
rine Logistics Group, visited the Namisato District Daycare located near
Camp Hansen Aug. 14 as part of a community outreach program.

'The community outreach program pairs Marine Corps units on Camp
Hansen with a daycare or school in the community, allowing them to
interact with local children.

During the visit, the service members entertained and educated the
children through dancing, singing and teaching English.

The visit started with the kids and the Marines singing and
dancing to the song “Heads, Shoulders, Knees and Toes.”

“It is great because they get to learn English in a fun way that lets
them play and interact with the Marines,” said Takayuki Kayo, the
community relations specialist for Camp Hansen.

A game of “Duck, Duck, Goose” followed the sing-along. The
service members laughed and spoke with the children, teaching
them phrases and words in English.

Coming out to the daycare and teaching the children English has
many benefits for the children and service members, according to Kayo.

“We are creating lasting friendships and memories with the chil-
dren,” said Kayo, an Okinawa City, Okinawa, native. “The children do
not get to spend any time with service members they see out in their

Shoulders, Knees and Toes,” Aug. 14 as part of a community outreach program. 8 4 14H, HUSAZii 7" v 7' T ADO—ER T,
[Hi-F, iz, OX, o8& 2WBEBEABHORELD &E—HICHKOEBLHDITA By KW N"—F LI,

L]

. ‘
" ! i ‘ okl
Children at the Namisato District Daycare sing and dance for Marines and sailors
Aug. 14 during a community outreach program. 8 4 14 H, Hulskzsii 7 v 75 4

I BAREFRT O HARSLZ v A THREREPlELEEZ B H TR L,
Photos by Lance Cpl. Matthew S. Myers

community. This event lets them know (Marines) are here to help.”

As the visit neared its end, the children gave the service
members origami gifts and sang a popular Japanese song, which
left both groups smiling and laughing.

“My favorite part was getting to positively impact these little
kids,” said Lance Cpl. Theerawat Charusiripremsakun, an engineer
equipment operator with 9th
ESB, 3rd MLG, III Marine
Expeditionary Force. “They all
look up to us because we're older
and seem so different to them.
Getting to play with them and
do something significant, like
teach them English, leaves you
feeling really good.”

For the service members who

participated, it was an important
lesson in foreign relations and an
experience they will not likely
forget, according to Lance Cpl.
David W. Burch, a heavy equip-
ment operator with 9th ESB.
“This was a great experience,
not just for the kids but for
the (service members) as well
because we learned a lot about
their culture by teaching them
and spending time with them,”
said Burch, a Keedysville,
Maryland, native. “We're all
ambassadors in Okinawa, so the
more we can learn and be aware
of the culture, the closer we can
get to them and (be a part of)
their community.”

6 - FALL 2014 - Bic CircLe - www.okinawa.marines.mil/News/BigCircle.aspx
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Dance competition brings service
together

members, community

Lance Cpl. David N. Hersey

U.S. service members and Okinawa residents competed
in the 26th Annual Hagoromo Kachashi Dance Competi-
tion Aug. 3 at the Ginowan City Marine Park.

The dance competition was one of the attractions of the
37th annual Hagoromo Festival held Aug. 2-3. The team,
comprised of U.S. Marines, sailors and their families, par-
ticipated in the event under the name Team Futenma. U.S.
service members and their families have participated in the
annual competition many times.

'The 20 dancers of Team Futenma enjoyed the unique
experience, according to Lt. Cmdr. Matthew Weems, the
chaplain for Marine Corps Air Station Futenma.

“It was a great opportunity to really interact with our
neighbors,” said Weems. “We met new people, tried some-
thing completely out of our normal routine, and we got to
experience a part of our host country’s culture.”

For the team’s family members, the event helped them
better understand and experience traditions unique to
Okinawa, according to Tess M. Wobbe, a senior at Kadena
High School.

“I want to see what’s out here and experience it for my-
self,” said Wobbe. “Learning more about the Okinawa resi-
dents lets us show how much we appreciate their culture.”

To prepare for the competition, the team began to train
July 16 and spent two days every week refining their routine.

The Marines and sailors took advantage of the opportu-
nity to interact with new people

Col. Peter N. Lee, right, sits for makeup application at the Ginowan

City Marine Park Aug. 3 in preparation for the annual Kachashi Dance
Competition. 8 H3 B IZE A HHHEAR T TN EEEFH OH F v — —
REOANZALKEZ LTH 5 W RIS E & —2 — - U—K,

Photos by Lance Cpl. David N. Hersey

The team members eagerly await the opportunity to com-
pete again next year.

“I had high expectations, and (this event) surpassed
them,” said Lee, a New Rochelle, New York, native. “I
was hoping for a good time, and I definitely had that. I'm
definitely looking forward to this next year.”

in an enjoyable environment,
according to Cpl. Heather

M. McNamara, a tactical air
defense controller with Marine
Air Control Squadron 4.

“We live here,” said McNa-
mara. “Maybe not permanently,
but we still live here with the
people of Okinawa. We're learn-
ing about them while doing
something we probably wouldn’t
be doing if we were back home.”

The competition ended with
a large-scale dance with all the
competing teams and was fol-
lowed by a fireworks show.

Although Team Futenma
did not earn a top place in the
competition, they had fun and
learned a little more about their
neighbors, according to Col.
Peter N. Lee, the station com-
mander of MCAS Futenma.

Members of Team Futenma greet the crowd Aug. 3 during the opening ceremony of the annual
Kachashi Dance Competition at the Ginowan City Marine Park. 8430 Z B HHEAR TIThh -1
FEFI DT T v = —REOHERN T, AIFICFE2RDLT —LERBOA 3 —,
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Marines and preschool students interact
with songs and games during the

“Play in English” program Sept. 19 at
Namisato Nursery in Kin Town. g7
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Itsunori Onodera, far right, Lt. Gen. John Wissler, second from right, and members of the Ministry of
Defense for Japan exit an MV-22B Osprey tiltrotor aircraft July 28 on Chichi Jima, Japan. 7TH28H .
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