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Experiencing
Marine Corps

Shimabukuro Yoshikazu

I would like to describe the experience we had
recently [with flying in the MV-22B Osprey
from Marine Corps Air Station Futenma to
northern Okinawa over water and around Ie
Shima before returning to MCAS Futenma].

The first thing I realized was how wrong the
media and others were wrong about the Osprey
being dangerous.

All of those riding on the aircraft felt it
was not only quiet but safe as well. We were
all of the same opinion. Indeed, it was such a
comfortable ride that one or two members of
the group actually fell asleep. If it was dangerous
and noisy, it would be difficult to imagine
someone falling asleep.

It is very important that as many people as
possible within Okinawa prefecture know the
Osprey represents state of the art technology
and is a safe aircraft.

The security environment facing Japan is
worsening. The Marine Corps, which is the
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Osprey firsthand

main strength of U.S. deterrence in the region,
has historically had to rely on its movement, in
part, through the use of the medium-lift CH-

46 helicopter. Since 2012, however, the Marine
Corps has gradually introduced the vertical

lift tiltrotor MV-22B Osprey into its forward-
deployed forces to replace the CH-46s.

The MV-22B not only takes off and lands like
a helicopter but can fly at least twice the speed
of the CH-46 and four times the distance. It
can go 650 km on one tank of gas, and 1100
km or more when refueled aerially. The range
of the MV-22s allows for the Marine Corps to
operate in a much wider area in Northeast Asia,
thus increasing the level of deterrence provided
by U.S. forward-deployed forces.

It is necessary to reaffirm the importance of
the U.S. Marine Corps presence, and for the
Okinawan public to truly understand it.

Our country is a country made up of many
islands. Okinawa is a prefecture also made up
of many islands. What’s more, Okinawa is in a
critically important location geostrategically.

Japan is also a country with many natural
disasters, as is the prefecture. In light of these
factors, I believe the Osprey will become
increasingly important in the months and years
to come. To increase the people’s understanding
of this aircraft, it will be invaluable to give them
the opportunity to ride on it.

Through this experience, I have become a fan
of the Osprey, and look forward to supporting
its usage in (Japan-U.S. alliance operations).

On behalf of all of us local leaders and
citizens who flew on the Osprey, I would like
to thank the Marine Corps for this unique and
meaningful opportunity, especially Dr. Robert
D. Eldridge, deputy assistant chief of staft, G-7,
government and external affairs, Marine Corps
Installations Pacific.

Myr. Shimabukuro served as mayor of Nago City
Jfrom 2006-2010, and now is the special advisor
to the Northern Region Development Council,
headquartered in Nago.
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Marines visit Japanese
high school, share culture

Cpl. Drew Tech

U.S. Marines participating in exercise Forest Light 15-1 visited
with high school students Dec. 5 in Kumamoto prefecture, Japan.

A group of 11 Marines took time out of their bilateral training
to speak with students at Kumamoto’s Kaishin High School and
Chinzei High School.

The school visits revolved around the sharing of the two unique
cultures. Students at both schools prepared presentations for the
visiting Marines to include a karate demonstration, a dance from
the school’s dance club and a kendo demonstration. The Marines
demonstrated techniques used in the Marine Corps Martial Arts
Program and explained American Christmas traditions.

After introductions and presentations, the Marines led group
discussions about cultural differences and similarities.

“We basically were there to answer any questions they had about
the Marine Corps, America or just whatever curiosities they had,”
said Cpl. Robert C. Burkhardt. “Some of them were asking about
our personal lives and how we like to live. It was a good time. It
was a great experience to get out and mingle with the Japanese
people and learn their culture.”

U.S. and Japan forces have a long history of working together,
and they value all opportunities to learn from one another’s culture,
according to Burkhardt, a rifleman with 2nd Battalion, 9th Marine
Regiment, currently assigned to 4th Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine
Division, III Marine Expeditionary Force, under the unit deploy-
ment program.

“With Japan being one of our allies, it’s important for us to

Marines demonstrate Marine Corps Martial Arts |

Program techniques Dec. 5 at Kaishin High [SSELE &=

School in Kumamoto prefecture, Japan.
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build that intercultural relationship because in the future we could
be working alongside each other,” said Burkhardt. “All we have is
that person to our left and right, so it’s important to get out and
communicate with the (community) and our Japanese counterparts
from the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force to better understand
each other and build relationships.”

'The cultural exchange was a special experience for the students to
learn from, according to Mitsuo Tanaka, principal of Kaishin High
School.

“I think this is a very valuable experience for our students,” said
Tanaka. “T want to give them as many opportunities as possible to
learn different cultures. If it’s possible, I would have the Marines
visit again.”

Meeting the Marines was very special for Izumi Abe, a student
of Kaishin High School, who spent a year in the U.S. as part of her
school’s exchange program.

“It was a real opportunity to be able to meet U.S. Marines,” said
Abe. “It was a short time with them, but I learned a lot about their
training, and it was really impressive. It was a special memory in
my life that I won't soon forget.”

At the end of the day, both the Marines and the students had fun
getting to know one another and bonding, according to Burkhardt.

“I think today was a fantastic experience for both the Marines
involved and the Japanese students that we got to talk to,” said
Burkhardt. “The Japanese were gracious hosts, and it was a great
feeling to know that we are appreciated halfway across the world. To
be able to share in a culture like this is a phenomenal experience, and
I would absolutely do it again.”

Marines observe a karate
demonstration Dec. 5 at Kaishin High
School in Kumamoto prefecture,
Japan. RiBEKRENEARRICHDH
e TI2AH. ZFOTEVA ML
—2avERZE,
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pl. Matt Myers Junglefest 2014 helps further the Marine when you are rappelhng from a hehcopter,
Corps’ positive relationship with the mem- said 1st Lt. Lance C. Sutton, an operations
Onlookers gasp as a woman rappels for the  bers of the community, according to Kao, officer and instructor at the JWTC.
first time off of a jungle cliff. She safely reach-  from Vancouver, Washington. Junglefest 2014 lasted four hours, but
es the ground before other volunteers take “There’s a lot of good that comes from participants were still lining up for events
the plunge Oct. 25 during the first Junglefest ~ having the Marines here, so we’re show- until the last few minutes.
community event in 15 years held at the Jungle  ing community members that we are open “My favorite thing here was the MCMAP
Warfare Training Center, Camp Gonsalves. to working with them, and we enjoy being and the haunted house,” said Miyu Higa, an
' Approximately 700 people participated around them,” said Kao. Okinawa native and community resident.
in the Marine Corps-hosted event. Jungle- The cliff rappelling was the most popular ~ “I learned how to disarm a gun from an
fest 2014 included rappelling, martial arts attraction. A large crowd of onlookers gath- attacker, and I think the haunted house was
training, pugil-stick fighting, military face ered to watch volunteers descend. really scary.”
~ painting, jungle survival training, karaoke “This event simulates different rappel Following the success of the event, the
b singing, a haunted house, and a light armor techniques you would use during a patrol or Marines who participated are hopeful it
vehicle and assault amphibious vehicle for _ _ will continue.

“I would love to see another one next
year,” said Kao. “For now we will have to
wait and see, but I think there’s a good

. . »
chance it will happen.

community members to tour.

- The JWTC is the only jungle warfare
training center in the U.S. military. The
facility is home to courses in jungle warfare

' and survival tactics.
~ “The intent of Junglefest 2014 is to expose
.~ the local community to what we do here at
~ the JWTC,” said Maj. Tim Y. Kao, the camp
' commander and director of the JWTC. “We
F- teach them that yes, we do train for combat
} ~ here, but we are also training to be able to
respond across the Pacific and Asia in case of
*” a humanitarian aid or natural disaster event.”

Cpl. James Geraghty, an instructor at the Jungle
Warfare Training Center, helps a visitor at Junglefest
Oct. 25 after she completed a rappel down a
¥ 20-meter cliff. o+ > JILEREHIHEE 2 —0 VX
FS5OB8—DOz—LR - Dx5T4HEHII0R25
B, 2v YT X bOSMEMEHN20A— FILD
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Sgt. Gerald Armour, an instructor at the Jungle Warfare Training
Center, helps a young visitor cross a rope bridge at Junglefest
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A participant rappels down the edge of a cliff Oct. 25 during
Junglefest 2014 at the Jungle Warfare Training Center on
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Marine saves life of Okinawa man

Cpl. Rebecca Elmy

Honor, courage and commitment are
what every United States Marine stands
for. One Marine stationed on Camp
Hansen took these values to the next level,
showing Marines are never off duty.

On the afternoon of Dec. 23, Sgt. Jacob
Baumann, from Junction City, Kansas,
drove down a local roadway near Camp
Hansen in Kin Town, Okinawa, when
he possibly saved the life of an elderly
Okinawan man.

Baumann, a fire support man with
Headquarters Battery, 12th Marine Regi-
ment, 3rd Marine Division, IIT Marine
Expeditionary Force, noticed a man
unsteadily riding his bicycle inches away
from the road. As Baumann passed the
man, the man suddenly fell off of his bike
onto the road. Baumann immediately
pulled over and moved the man and his
bike away from oncoming traffic.

“I saw an older gentleman that fell
oft his bicycle and noticed people were
driving around without helping him, so I
did what everybody should do and helped
him,” said Baumann. “I don’t like to stick
my nose in people’s business, but I do
like to help. I believe in karma. I grew up
knowing that if you don’t help someone
when they’re in need, then why would
somebody help you?”

First, Baumann checked the man’s
breathing by putting his ear near the man’s
nose and watched for the rise and fall of his
chest. Baumann began chest compressions
when he noticed his irregular heartbeat.

Baumann’s experiences with personal
training outside of the Marine Corps led
him to get certified in CPR. He has also
taken pre-deployment combat lifesaver
training in the Corps. His need to react
quickly and tactfully when on the job
helped prepare him to respond to the scene.

“When I ran up to the scene, my heart
was racing because I was worried that he
was hurt,” said Baumann. “Right when I
saw him, I just did what I needed to do.”

After Baumann resuscitated the man, a
couple of corpsmen pulled over to help.

“He was in a state of shock, where he
wasn’t getting that much oxygen to his
brain,” said Baumann. “One of the corps-

)

Maj. Gen. H. Stacy Clardy, left, Sgt. Jacob J. Baumann, center, and Col. Lance A. McDaniel, pose
for a photo Jan. 14 after awarding Baumann the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal for
potentially saving the life of an elderly Okinawa man. “I saw an older gentleman that fell off his
bicycle and noticed people were driving around him without helping him, so | did what everybody
should do and helped him,” said Baumann. Clardy is the commanding general of 3rd Marine
Division. Baumann is a fire support man with Headquarters Battery, 12th Marine Regiment, 3rd
Marine Division, Ill Marine Expeditionary Force. McDaniel is the commanding officer of 12th Marine
Regiment. . A7 A —95—F4—fF () . Oz (2T I N\IIV=ZEFE () ES5UR A5
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men said he was responding in English
at first, then after that it was straight
Japanese.”

A Japanese ambulance arrived on scene
and relieved Baumann.

The Marine’s action drew the attention
and admiration of a local passing by.

“I was so impressed and inspired to see
the Marine trying to give him water and
some of his own lunch box as he asked
for something to eat and drink,” said Sgt.
Maj. Toshiki Iwasaki, the Japan Ground
Self-Defense Force liaison officer for I11
MEEF. “The Marines (and corpsmen) are
awesome, and I am grateful to them.”

Baumann explained there was one
specific moment he will always remember
from that day.

“I was doing compressions on the
man when I looked over to see this lady
was staring at us,” said Baumann. “Then

other people started pulling up behind us

and asked us if we needed help. I feel at
that point, for that very small moment,
not only were service members working
together, it was a town that was starting to
unite. That was pretty uplifting.”

The next day his friend impressed upon
him the significance of his actions. He
recounted the conversation.

“A good friend of mine said, “That guy
was (going to) die, and you stopped it.
How does that make you feel?”” said Bau-
mann. “I replied with, ‘Good, I guess. 1
just did what any good person would do.

“No, seriously, somebody’s grandfather,
somebody’s father, somebody’s brother,
was (going to) die today and you just hap-
pened to be at the right place, at the right
time. How does that make you feel?” asked
his friend.

“I'm happy that I helped him,” said
Baumann. “One thing I want to make sure
of is that people spread generosity.”

”
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Sgt. Jacob Baumann poses for a photo near the scene where he saved
a local elderly man after the man fell off of his bicycle onto the road.
Baumann moved the man and his bike to the side and began several
chest compressions that saved his life. x4 NIV =ZZFEN
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‘Mr. Tétsuji ‘Matsumoto — ‘Urasoe City Ma_yor
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A Happy New Year 2015! A Happy New Year 2015 ! 1F
[ would like to wish readers of the {tﬁ{ﬁﬁgﬁjﬁggg}'fﬁ rj(%_’cfcﬁﬁﬁﬁj 0)5}3
Big Circle a Happy New Year. @%1%&: HEOELTEBINEHL
I also read the Big Circle, and it is such T ET A
an important magazine to provide us with ° A s . . N
precious information about Marine Corps . rj(%fﬁiﬁﬁj (BN %_éibﬁmrp’(%@ﬂiﬁ”ﬁxﬁ:{qﬂ
activities in Okinawa. Because of the Big Circle, LR O ES AN CIEEIL CRBONOEE
I've learned how Marines are enthusiastically IR KN ARYIARFEE T, YR B
working on volunteer, culture and sports @J%:*%jiz))yj;5\/7—47%3(“27\7]—5_\‘/55{}:@:@}
activities. This magazine has featured our city of ACEVHACTRLNET b Xl | 21
UCTHDELTZ, TR E 72 1%, 2V E T R AN IR

Urasoe several times in the past, especially in the
article regarding the disaster preparedness agreement signing

ceremony between Urasoe City and Camp Kinser, in which IZONWTHEEE LR E L WKIES S TRV ET B RFICAR
the magazine published a big picture and it was also on the THE K BB X v 7 —) E DS E R Dk

cover page. When [ saw this edition of the Big Circle, I frankly  #{7 E DRSS - 0 F I BHRL SO REIAREE TH
ot thoc [ ahold v o Wit o et o on s LIS VLS, DRI 5 DL 5
many people as possible, both Okinawans and Marines, about 4/6170&1%4:%)0%:&%@}:'&311 \ipf:ﬁ)“ REOYEE fe

the significance of the agreement to minimize the damage of a /NRICHIZ D72DITI, P IR b e R b B FR7e<IAT
disaster. HELDFIHEDEFZE NS> CTIHESEWV) SRV T, K&

Tt E B R U CTEW L BTV ET,

[ hope that the Big Circle, as its name means, will be a bridge EOMEREL TREHE | DA DL AR LML A 1
be‘;wsgn tklletOk;nawa, tMarine and U.S. military communities, D&)&Téﬂﬁﬁﬂ‘:liﬁi%‘—&@%ﬁ%kbf\ RS D=

and bring lots of news to everyone. A BRI D LS. LB .
Urasoe City will conduct our annual event called KX A HHEED r‘f?”i:’?zl-*‘ﬁj%%@ééﬂi‘ﬁ“o -
“Tedako Walk” next month. I would like to express my [ C7/EZ U4 —27 | ~DZIFETOT LI % H
appreciation for your support on this event, and I LETF . 2L A DT SMERBEFELLTEYE

hope that many of you will join us at this event. -+

‘\ T TT— /
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Mr. Atsushi Sakima — Ginowan City Mayor ( .

Happy New Year. [ would like to extend my HITFELTBOTEI T WET, Vg -
sincere New Year’s greetings to Marines, ﬁ/\ﬁ@%i@%@lﬁﬁﬁ@%*ﬂ% LIk
civilians, their families and the readers of Big B SR \ =
Circle as they welcome a glorious New Year %%ﬁﬁj @,ﬁ:h%@%ﬁ*ikioé *Eib’fli\ %ﬁjrﬁ
filled with hope. W BTN LWETEREBHADI LR E

OHIL BT ET,

TEVR M RO EERR 1L, BE DI DR
T TATIEREILC O Bk A 72 HUBE B AR
RN B EINTNDZ 8T, Z<D =
Ginowan City has been conducting a HENHEBURB L CQNDEZAT
quarterly meeting with commanders HVET,

of Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, Camp AT Fﬁ?‘]&’ﬁﬁ?ﬂ?b’fh N2 K FE R

~ S =]

Foster and the U.S. Naval Hospital, where g R e s e _
Ginowan City hosts the U.S. bases, and engages 119 %Y 7 fn BR R g IR Be D45 7]

Many citizens are aware and appreciate the
various volunteer work Marines engage in,
including beach cleanups.

. in productive effort. TEE EMPNC AR =TT
L B B ORI
., elieve that it 1s important to hold such a meeting 2Lt - ¢ AN e
i to deepen our mutual understanding. WOT@?EWLE{&@;@AT%UE@} . P =
ZDIH72 BRI 13 AH B 2RO THT<
[ think that the Marine Corps community is ECETHRYIRZEEEZTBYET,

enthusiastically involved with the activities to understand WO AR BV EL L. RO FE s b £
the history, culture and social situation in Okinawa. I hope SHENEL TR0 BRIV ER TWAILE
the Marine Corps will continue to maintain discipline and ;;Di'?"ﬁi\ iﬁﬁf%%ﬁ;_é?&;\ Fﬁﬁ'%a;&k@&ﬁf;ﬁﬁ;i@

build upon the relationships with the citizens of Ginowan

city so that Okinawa will be further enhanced. BELOERDZ LR L EFE3Esbic, Hiwv
AR THAWREIZRDETIOFTELEL T FiFED
May the New Year be bright and peaceful. BRI LET

T — " - B et

iR FIEFE
Myr. Kunio Arakaki — ﬂ(itanaéagusuﬁu Wffage ‘Mayor

1Y

1

IR & 700 2 O TR EL TR TEI T W ET,
BRI R 2 TR OIEN LW R Z 2 O 2 ZIEFEDZ L
EBBEOHL ETFET,

A EDRTREREA I ELTEWSH L, [EEE LB 2 TR b%
HIRLAIZET A BOKELIBOE LD K FBIRZFENTIZEN
TELIIBILTNEEL LD, RNV KE L R B OE HE B R A e B &
/2L 2 TR0, IR B AR PR & ORI 72 BIfR D 25 2 RO B AL
TUKIHUNZFE-TEYET,

SRR AT EDYEAET . FICHI O E NELTHLWEEZRZ—L

LELEI,
FEONT 2 FUER2 TN B RRICEVELTCRUVMELRVETIHT/A&LT R ELESETW
7-7REET,

1 would like to extend my sincere New Year’s greetings to the readers of the Big Circle as they welcome
a glorious New Year with much success.

Let’s make an effort together to further promote the friendly relations between Okinawa and the U.S.,
by cooperating with each other as “good neighbors” and understanding different cultures beyond our
nationalities. I believe that establishing a relationship of trust between people of Okinawa and the U.S.
is the most important thing, and I sincerely hope friendly relations between people of Okinawa and the

U.S. Marine Corps will be deepened more than ever.

Let’s believe in the light of hope leading to the peace and start a new year as residents of the
same community.
I would like to conclude my greetings by wishing all of you a happy 2015.
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‘M. 'J-[ajime Nakama — Kin Town ‘Mayor >

(- e Nl

Al g

[ would like to extend
my sincere New Year’s
greetings to Marines,
civilians, their families and
readers of the Big Circle as they
welcome a glorious New Year filled
with hope.

[ would like to take this opportunity to
express my appreciation to the Marines
on Camp Hansen for their various
volunteer activities such as cleaning
the streets and seacoasts, and exchange activities at
day care centers and welfare facilities in town.

I am also happy that we could confirm the safety

of the town people by signing the agreement for

entering the base at the time of the disaster. I hope

we can continuously deepen the mutual cooperative

relationship by conducting joint disaster drills
in the future.

Greetings from Okinawa Mayors

[ would like to conclude my message by
wishing everyone good health and much
| happiness in the coming year, 2015.

\ N

=

e R E-EE P
FOZEDOTF RO,
ZUTIRE i ) DRt
DOERE, FHERITEL TR
TEHTIWVET, BN LWA I
LI HiEEBIZOILEBEORHL
EiFES =
Xy TN DERRICEINE
LTI, BEDDIE 07 OTE
BT N B ATt fil i 5% C D A2 i is
R LRk 2 0N T T T IR BN A U C TR X RGH
HL FTET,

F7-. SKEREOBEEE N AVIZHOWTOWES
AL L2 SIZ I RO 2E IR THIE
MTEREELLESTRVET. S %LAER @
WAL B UCHAEOH RS —BIE
FLLOEHFHLTEVET,
FEDOIZ, 2015 R IZ B
FUCTHEFE CELEFLRDET
ZEELIPBIBHTVHRL LT, HT
FEDOBHNEDELET,

> €
XS LARTR

€

Mr. Masaharu ?\fogum’ —

T — —

TEER
Chatan Town Mayor

i li Sogachi De-bil! (Happy New Year!)
) i "'h \ I would like to extend my sincere New Year’s
E = greetings to Marines, civilians, their families
and readers of the Big Circle as they welcome
in the New Year.

[ would like to take this opportunity to
express my appreciation to the members of
the U.S. Marine Corps for their volunteer
activities such as cleaning and visiting
welfare facilities, and their contributions to

the English experience program.

Today’s lively Chatan town was made by actively
promoting the use of land returned to Okinawa
and implementing reclamation projects such as the

N, -\.

Y Y American Village and Fisharena (Fishery & Arena)
__J.".'_\ h improvement projects.
Y'Y Y Chatan Town is currently preparing for the return
X of the southern part of the Camp Lester and started
P, conducting research in order to attract on base
\:’f- university classes. We are currently embarking on
}\- consideration of the promotion and development of the
b ; community from an educational and cultural perspective.
B i u,_} With your cooperation, we hope that we can make our

G town a comfortable place to live.
\ ol [ would like to conclude my message by wishing everyone a
“" % happy New Year.

i - *\.. . o
Y T .

M N e S i B T e T e ¥

{ X b A
W W N W W e W e W T T i i

g, i, i gl e i g

iy N T T e Y T e

N e e ¥ T o W T i, g e e g—

WVWNFE =B T—U5,

20154F D&% W x  AEMH IR
B.ERBW NEDOZRIEDO®BESE L
TIRERWR | DFFH DS FITH A THE
DOBEOZHRL BT ET,

EMERBREDESEICB»NELT
IR IERR T TUT Z2IIL O 2 EALE
B FEABR 7 1 T A~ kA IV I
L ETET,

STCUARRTIZRBW T, IR o TE
ERRAINCHED HELHIC D T HEICLDT
AV Ly VR ES T4y v — T i S
HAHEHELIZZET A ADIRDWOH LB IR AL
IITEELE,

BUE o vu 7T O BGR 1T 2, K B A
WIZHDINERFEEFHE T DD OFE TR
AHFLTERY, BE SULZEO MG, Hi ik = B
BB EEDTEYET,

LSB% ESEDOTH NIV ELB VBTSN TE
LIOMHFHL BT £,

FEONC TEMMERRR R BRI NZZE DT FHED
BEXE ZLUTIRER R Ot E DEIEDOTLZE20T
AL LT EHFEOTRELWNELET,

N ———— Y Y Y X X X X
T . P e N e T W T

o

, e W e
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BAE FEEXE
‘Mr. ’.Fumiyasu Sﬁiﬁiya — Onna Vi(fage ‘Mayor

TR LR B OB, 2016FE OF FE 22 ZHZER AW TH Re il x
DILEBEOHLETET,
ALY I EER T D1 R B O\ D FIRO &R K BEMASNTRESND
AR RIS U COBALEEISCR T T TIREN IS B INS N Z b a2 B U T
- R EDARZFRIAD A B & AT B 2RO 7210 BRI A TROILH L EMTHIL
‘ HLFOHE LR RTDRFE THVET,
| FLES BAFNL, HiEERFET DV — MR T A DB EE LB RERNIMTIL L LD A HH %

LOBICEDFHNTIVET, £7220124F B F L7z RN P E I R FEBE K P L L7z [H B
PEEDNIRAM BB I ROGE IR THEEHIC A REFEIMANDERR S N ERESUECF
HEZPLTEL PO TEDEEEAZG )Y —MLEDO BRI M 7 AF-5<0E B L TRV ET,
ZIDH KR E N RS L E F U TERIZE R TH 2 Eafifme L, BT s Ltk
B E DAY A BB R 2RO B AR BR A FEE R0 VR T D5 %48 2 DTS L2 S22 AT
SHL BT HEOTREEELET,
i [ would like to extend my sincere New Year’s greetings to the Marines in Okinawa as they welcome the New Year of 2015 together
' with their families.

[ would like to take this opportunity to express my deep appreciation and respect for the members of the U.S. Marine Corps and their

families for their positive interactions with Okinawans and deepening the mutual understanding and friendship by conducting events
on/off base and participating in welfare and volunteer activities.

Onna Village has many resort hotels, which represent Okinawa, and many tourists not only from mainland Japan, but also from the
foreign countries, visit our village. Moreover, we are providing the opportunity to develop international human resources, education
and a place to research with cooperation from the Okinawa Institute of Science and Technology Graduate University, which was
established in 2012. We are also aiming to make our village a resort hub of international exchange for our people and for people
who live on base to experience different cultures and languages and learn about them. I hope that both Japan and the U.S.
continue to work together to keep peace, stability and prosperity. [ hope that both counties will cooperate and boost
the exchanges and mutual understandings with local residents and build a good relationship. I would like to
conclude my New Year’s greetings by wishing all of you good health and happiness in the coming year.

HAPPY NEW YEAR
2015

.
]
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o \-93
. PTG

www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle/BigCircle.html - - 2015 FHES - 1



Greetings from Camp Commanders

Camp Kinser

CoL. EbMUND J. BOWEN
TRwUR R == K

BHITELTRD TEITIWNET, A THLMT T OB =7
HERE, ZLCIOEDL BRI ONHETDF 4 ~HitF
DZHREEZHUET £,

FEEEIZ VIR O TEIDZE—FETITSNELE, %
Yo7 XY =320 BAEE2014FEITHBITF CWVELE, —
T < ORI AT 7 0y =7 M U R T ST BT ET A &
DIVEVEREZFLIOR N THETLIZ, ZDOO—>2LL
T, BARK EOBITTHTR T B JT & D3RI L 7 2 e i 15
ELCHEIET I & E AU S EREEE S it i E | U iR
LEDEL, WNTILRZ BV T 22014895 H R
SEE ST, 2 E B AERR. T, isTEbEE 2L

Akemashite Omedeto Gozaimasu, Happy New Year greetings from
the Marines, sailors, civilian employees, and families of Camp Kinser to
our good friends in neighboring Urasoe City and to all of our Japanese
hosts on the beautiful island of Okinawa. Camp Kinser is incredibly
fortunate to have such wonderful friends and neighbors.

This past year has been both memorable and extremely productive.
Camp Kinser had two objectives in 2014. First, we made tremendous ef-
forts to partner with Urasoe City and the surrounding area on a signifi-
cant number of worthwhile community relations projects. These projects
included the Local Implementation Agreemeﬁt, identifying procedures
for the evacuation of Urasoe residents through the Camp in the event of
natural disaster. Also, Constant Vigilance 2014 allowed us to host a joint

natural disaster response exercise with the Japan Ground Self-Defense
Force, Urasoe City Fire Department and General Hospital to protect
and save the lives of our neighbors in Urasoe City, and make lifelong
friendships and natural trust along the way. Secondly, we have opened

up Camp Kinser by providing a number of tours that have provided our

neighbors with a glimpse of where we live, work, and our accomplish-

ments. Our distinguished visitors included Mayor Matsumoto, Deputy
Mayor Noguchi, Urasoe City administration officers, Police Department,
Fire Department, International Association and members from the Ura-

soe Chamber of Commerce.
The residents of Camp Kinser were also fortunate to share in the

TIHTR AR AL, IR OB E RO 7 2 DB iy
ZSFOBNT A DR ZLEHEEBET IO TEERLEK
LELEZ, RiZFx DELL, HEL COBGETReINETHOE
BUCHOWCTERN -T2 BT D T &2 ZF v T
—IZRBHEL, HEBL QW IETLE, 2 E CITHERT
FOmAT R, B ORITE., HRT&IrE kO 5« | #R
PR E  WIRTTTEN S T EBER ST Ui T
DEITD T 2 ITHEL TV EEEL,

XX 7 XY —IETRILT, F L DM DI T E A
USRI I H &G QW EEBNWTLT, BRI 2E

HATRZbE e TR TR TSR ES, CTEoy
F—7Z L TR TRIBRNEZLDIT RIS NS T2 X
FLIZ F X T X —IZBEELTH, FU P —T AR~

culture and customs of a number of local celebrations, which included the
Tedako Festival, Tedako Walk, the Urasoe City Fire Department New
Year’s parade, and the Urasoe City Chamber of Commerce hosting the

New Year’s ceremony. In turn, Camp Kinser hosted the annual Kinser
Festival and our annual Kinser Holiday Christmas Parade and Tree
Lighting Ceremony. The parade included the Japanese Boys and Girls

AT, B A EITR, HERTRETE BEO 7 % (2B L
TIZ&EELTe, BEEHOF =K T — - JYRZ AN —
R VY — T 32004 2B X DT O~ 22 FFL,

Scouts and Urasoe City-based
drumming performance group,
Waka-Tida, which highlighted
the event.

Finally, we extend a special
thank you to Mayor Matsumoto,
the Urasoe City government,
the Police Department, Fire
Department, Chamber of Com-
merce, Urasoe City International
Association, and the Rotary
Club. They have been instru-
mental in fostering a cooperative
spirit between us.

TEDR—AADT R T —)VAH T DES A RIS ET
BERE CN—TEDESANCTELIRZ QO EELE,

FEONT, AT R, HESTATE ., HIREEE, WiRTED
F WP L. IR EBER RS L iR —%
V— 2757 DYEREST ~E IV DT EE L I B HAL H
R

MHHRRICOES L WETRILOB E/RDT K ADERE T &
DL EL X 20154EZ N HA VTN ELIVFTAL TRY
S

. Col. Ronald Braney places an American
Indian hat on a child’s head Nov. 23 during
the second annual Thanksgiving celebration
with Tai Chu En Children’s Home at the

Camp Kinser Chapel. ¥ > 7 - & 24—
1 DFF¥RITIALHICHESNEES

D OERBHEERSE., STEREBEHER
DREICTAUD - AVTAToDINY b
| #HhREH0FIL K- TL=—Kik,
Photo by Cpl. Rebecca Elmy

Kinser’s Gate 4 to walk an evacuation route
We look forward to sharinga  to higher ground Oct. 28 during Exercise
prosperous new year in 2015 as Constant Vigilance 2014. j#i#m RAVEE I
we continue to further our close VRAU K- EPSUR2014T10A28H.
relationships with our friends in FyoT - XY —OF— MDA YR
Okinawa. HERZSEICAITTSH L,

" . Photo by Sgt. Matthew Manning
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.MARINE CORPS AIR STATION FUTENMA ™
Y/Pi/ ~ Zﬁﬂﬁﬂg ﬁfﬁ ﬂ)"—[‘lﬁﬁ _-Iﬁiﬂ_j;

On behalf of Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, I would like
to extend a sincere Happy New Year to the entire Okinawan
community. As 2015 begins, we wish all our friends and their
families a very joyful and prosperous New Year!

W LR R A 28 e 2R WL EL
T O EREICHE A CHEDTRESZH L
"EFET, 20154EMEED IR L DK BEDD
ZELTEREBYVRL LT ET,

ASETHICEMTF S BEICEMEL T, &
%ﬁ%ﬁwtmwwﬁ@_miumﬁ$bﬁ

I want to express my sincere appreciation and gratitude for
the warm welcome I have received since taking command of the
air station in July. I look forward to continuing to build upon

oy 2 . FET, 4% AR, ML TEORVKIRE
the friendships and partnerships over the next three years. L : ? G 3.3
Closer to home, I am very grateful to the city leaders and COL PETER N LEE %jj BIRESEE LI CUKIEESKL 2
residents of Ginowan City who worked tirelessly this F__&F__ ‘N- )“_j(’fé IZLTHEVEST, BAEWI &O TH®E
past year with MCAS Futenma in achieving common 723D BARIZ M- T, Fox KM

goals that have been beneficial to both communities. I remain excited that, HEMLILIZDERE N 2N TN ESF BT OR
as we move into the New Year, our work together on various initiatives and 4B’§°ﬁ?§0)j§ TRV AL B ET, #HiicieE s
community service events will expand and reap greater results. Mz Tk OFE & 7B 0 2o EEN DS BB I3

My family and I are grateful for all of the opportunities we have had to BL. JWERELELTIEAHIFLTBYES,
meet with so many wonderful Okinawans who have shared with us their very FLEFLD FIRIZ TS A DERES LW IRD 5 2 250
special customs and traditions. We’re looking forward to everything that the DAL T HE. TR { = *f“t LB A2 CIEW-
New Year has to offer. To all, we wish you a Happy New Year and hope that o S s = <
2015 brings much happiness and excellent heath to you and your family. $b \g\;ﬁf 11'5*;? f i,_.;i.— jj"%z_ ;';iﬂibé}ié; t‘?ﬁﬁ

HL L BED TR LE e CHEET,

| Maj. Benjamin DeBardeleban
welcomes both Shigeo Ichiki, a
member of the Ogasawara Village
Assembly, and Mitsuru Namazue,
the vice speaker of the Ogasawara
Village Assembly, at MCAS
Futenma. Debardeleban flew a
MV-22B Osprey tiltrotor aircraft to
Chichi Jima to demonstrate the far-
reaching capabilities of the aircraft
Juy28. AT v Iy - TIHN—TL
 NUDMENERMEMZERM T, ME
ERO—KREXRBLES L RITHE
PCTE s = = YIS - - -

¥ Egﬁif Elgkjg]MV—Z;I;;r ;:;obl// }J_} Okinawa high school student athletes race one another

d MR D_‘g R A B (= T céi:r;i:g a;-kilometer cross country meet Oct. 1. i #BDEK
e i e A AV, fEEZEFAI0H238. 5kmDY AR A~ —TEUMIER
g%%ﬁgﬂ%ﬁ?— e G TS W& S, Photo by Lance Cpl. Brittany A. James

Photo by Staff Sgt. Jose O. Nava

Members of Team Futenma dance onstage Aug. 3 at the Ginowan City

Marine Park during the annual Kachashi Dance Competitidn. 8H3HIZ
HEEHEEAE TN EBFEFDNF v——ARKIZSML,
AT—UTHRAF—LEXED A V/N—,

Photo by Lance Cpl. David N. Hersey
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Greetings from Camp Commanders

CAMPS FOSTER & LESTER

Happy New Year from the Marines, sailors and civilian
employees of Camps Foster and Lester!

It has been a true honor to be a part of the local com-
munities adjacent to Camp Foster, especially Chatan Town,
Ginowan City, Okinawa City and Kitanakagusuku Village.
We are delighted to share cultural, athletic and educational
events with our friends in the local community.

The Marines and sailors of CampFoster have
remained very active in community outreach
programs supporting the Let’s Play in English
program at many preschools and a kindergarten. They have thoroughly
enjoyed interacting with children throughout the year.

I wish you all a prosperous new year in 2015 as we endeavor to fur-
ther our relationships with our wonderful Okinawan friends.
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The Marine Corps Community Services baseball team, the Scarecrows, huddle
up for a group photo with a Ginowan City team, Shimashi Dreams, Sept. 27 on
a Camp Foster baseball field. Four Ginowan city baseball teams came to Camp
Foster to play ball with four MCCS teams. ¥ > 7 - T4+ X2 —DHIKIZETIH
21H. BEBRIS 2T Y—EROHHKF—L, ATTHIE—XLEHFZ
TOF—L, SEE ) —LRDEEFEICEE D, HIOEFEREFRT—
LDAFEDNCCSF—LEREET 2DITF YT - T+ RE—%dhhi,
Photo by Lance Cpl. Brittany A. James

Master Gunnery Sgt.
Christopher Wikel laughs with N
a student Oct. 24 during a visit
to Moromi Elementary School,
Okinawa City, Okinawa.
Marines visited the school to

program. 7 YA LI 7— -
1 7L ERRERAI10[248.
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Photo by | .

Lance Cpl. Brittany A. James |

Members of the Nago Women’s Group interact with family and
friends of Amy J. Hall May 16 during a brunch at her home on
Camp Foster. Events such as this give the group'members a better
understanding of the daily life of Marine families stationed on

Okinawa. ##B R & BRI A L EREASAI6H, TAS—-J: 7K
—ILEADREPRAEF YT T RE—ITHIBREKETT IV FH
[SxEET B CDESBARY MME YL —TDAN—(Z, HHBICEES

LBEEROREOHEEFICOVTEREZRHTHLR S,
Photo by Hiroko Tamaki
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Happy New Year from Camps Courtney and Mec-
Tureous. It continues to be a joy to be a part of this
great community in Uruma City, and a wonderful
opportunity to meet our friends and neighbors in the
surrounding community. We will continue to make
every effort in developing our friendships
and progress building a strong bond with
the local government leaders of Uruma
City and the Sub-Villages. We started
early in the year with the Uruma and
Ishikawa Police Department “Drive Safe Campaign,” in addition
to building relationships and providing business classes to our lo-
cal business community. Our English Program, in addition to hav-
ing support bysour Uruma City community, assisted in Japanese
classes for our Marines and their dependents, as well as beginning
English classes for our city. The creation of FM 86.8 Real Eigo
with Papa Ray to teach English has been received well, and has
also added to the “Drive Safe Campaign” by recording safety radio
spots in English, as well as Japanese. We closed out this year with
our Courtney Christmas Festival, which reached a 21-year record
of attendance of well over 23,000 individuals from the Japanese
and American communities. It was great to see so many families
enjoying the food and festivities on Camp Courtney, and we look
forward to next year.

In 2015, we want to hold more of these types of events, which
bring Marines and the local community closer together. I look
forward to the promise of 2015 and all the new challenges and
opportunities that the New Year brings. On behalf of all the Ma-
rines, sailors, U.S. and local civilian employees, Ichariba-Chode to
Akemashite Omedeto Gozaimasu. I wish everyone a happy and
prosperous New Year!

Chief Warrant Officer Anton J. P
Cuevas, right, presents a plaque
to the Meio University Football
Club coach to thank the team for | &
participating in a soccer match
May 11 on Camp Courtney. 7 >
Y——J- HITNARER (B)
NExvy>F - a—r=—T5A11
B. Yyh—0D&EIZESMLI=4
BAZIy bAR—ILYSTDa— |
FITRHOEEED, |

Photo by Cpl. Thor Larson |
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photos Dec. 20 after exchanging
gifts at the Midori No Sato School
in Uruma City. 5 5 FmIcH bt
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Greetings from Camp Commanders

CoL. SEAN M. MCBRIDE
Sa—y oM I T IAR KM

Haisai! Akemashite Omedeto Gozaimasu! Happy New Year from
the Camp Hansen Team! Since arriving at Camp Hansen in June, my
family and I have enjoyed meeting and getting to know many of the
citizens of Kin Town, Ginoza and Onna Villages. As we attend the
many local festivals, social events, and athletic competitions, we are
always overwhelmed by the hospitality extended to our family and to
the Marines and sailors of Camp Hansen. Over the past year, Camp
Hansen and our local communities have worked and played together
during over 150 events, including the Onna Village Festival, Kanna
Dam Festival, Kin Town Festival, and Ginoza Village Festival. Addi-
tionally, there have been several opportunities for our neighbors to visit
Camp Hansen, most notably Hansen Fest; our annual Friendship Soft-
ball Tournament where six teams from the local communities partici-
pated; and our USO Halloween Trick or Treat Day, which was enjoyed
by more than 800 children and family members from our neighboring
communities. Our first “Friendship Friday” was a huge success, with
more than 800 of our neighbors visiting Camp Hansen. We will con-
tinue with our Friendship Days throughout the coming year and look
forward to other opportunities to host our neighbors aboard the camp.

While the Marines and sailors of Camp Hansen enjoy socializing
and competing in athletic events with our neighbors, we also work hard
to take care of each other. We recognize that our coastal communities
are constantly at risk of damage from typhoons or tsunamis. To help
mitigate this risk, in September Mayor Nakaima and I signed a Local
Implementation Agreement that allows the residents of Kin Town
access to Camp Hansen during a time of crisis, and paves the way for
increased training between Camp Hansen and Kin Town emergency
responders. We've already conducted one evacuation drill, and are
looking at ways to improve our ability to work together when we most
need each other: neighbors helping neighbors.

As we move into 2015, I look
forward to continuing to work
closely with my good friends in the
Kin Town Office, the village offices
of Ginoza and Onna, the Okinawa
Defense Bureau Kin Office, the
Kin Chamber of Commerce, the
Kin Bar/Restaurant Owner’s As-
sociation and the Ishikawa Police
Department. I also look forward

CAMP HANSEN
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to an opportunity for the Hansen
Tigers to avenge their loss to the
Kin Town Eagles and many other
social and athletic events involving
our communities. On behalf of my
family and the Marines and sailors
from Camp Hansen, I wish you all
a very happy, healthy, and prosper-

ous new year!

Mayor of Kin Town Hajime Nakama,
left, and Col. Sean M. McBride sign
a local implementation agreement
for disaster response Sept. 29 at
Camp Hansen. <& T 0 16 — BT
(&) &2a—> 397354
RRIEMNIA298. Fr>F -1\

THERLETES,

Residents of Kin Town meet Santa Claus at a tree lighting ceremony Dec. 1
in Kin Town Square. The ceremony is an annual event held between Camp
Hansen and Kin Town to bring the residents and service members closer

r together to celebrate the holidays. € KETO—E TiTHhnfzY ) —m4TX T
~SSE RS 1= . Al
e COROORERR  ppim. emmERAYL S A—REK—X. RREFYST - A
sl o wieid Y EERITE QM THRESNZBEERDTET. EREBANELDE
A BEEMEOBRBER S, Photo by Lance Cpl. Robert D. Williams
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Warm Holiday Greetings from the Marines, sailors and civilian employ-
ees of Camp Schwab! For decades we have had a very special relationship
with our neighborhood friends in Henoko and throughout 2014, we have
continued to successfully strengthen that stakeholder bond together.

Whether it was entertaining over 800 local children over the course of
the year through the “Let’s Play with English” Program and Intercultural
Exchange Program that took place at 16 separate kindergarten/nursery
schools on a monthly basis, or it was sharing our American culture and
teaching the English language to 90 local adult students every Wednesday
at the Education center aboard Camp Schwab, 2014 has been an active year
of learning and growing together. In addition to these events, many of our
Camp Family have conducted numerous visits with children at the Gakudo
Day Care Center for Children throughout the year. Additionally, we have
thoroughly enjoyed hosting the local children and their families for special
Camp events, such as our recent 33rd Annual USO Christmas Children’s
Day here on the Camp, which saw over 130 children and their families
aboard Camp Schwab sharing in holiday cheer and festivities. We have also
leaned into our responsibilities as good neighbors and active members of the
local community throughout volunteer work at the local Henoko beaches
and at the Airakuen Leprosarium in Nago.

Our Marines, sailors and civilian employees have really enjoyed sharing
in the local culture and seasonal events in 2014. We participated in the
Nago Cherry Blossom Festival and took part in the Okinawa-style Sumo
Wirestling Tournament and Hare Dragon Boat Racing in Henoko, too. We
also recently hosted a bowling tourney and our annual Christmas social here
aboard the Camp with local leadership and friends. All of these events,
collectively, continue to be wonderful opportunities to strengthen old friend-
ships, make new stakeholder relationships, and continue to learn and share
in the very special relationship between Camp Schwab and Henoko.

As we look forward to new opportunities in 2015, we will continue to
enjoy sharing with the Friendship Committee, through hosting Schwab
Fest this spring, and in the many other wonderful events / opportunities to
share cultures and deepen friendships with our local neighbors.- On behalf
of all the Marines, sailors, and civilian employees aboard Camp Schwab — all
proud residents of Henoko’s 11th Residential Section - I wish everyone a
happy and prosperous New Year!

U.S Marines stationed at Camp Schwab and Okinawa residents pose for a
group photo following the completion of a fence cleaning project July 2 near
Camp Schwab. ¥+ > 7 -2 D JICEEE T 5iBEKE &L HBOERMNTA -
2B, ¥ 2T vadTEL DI VR Y= -TRP Y MR
TH. EATED=HIZR—X, Photo by Cpl. Matt Myers
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Munekatsu Kayo, mayor of
Henoko, shakes hands with
Col. David L. Odom after a
bo‘wling event Nov. 25 on

Camp Schwab. E&RELE -
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Photo by Lance Cpl. William Hester
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COMMANDING GENERAL
MARINE CORPS INSTALLATIONS PACIFIC -
MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP BUTLER
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NEW YEAR'S GREETINGS

Haisai! Akemashite Omedeto Gozaimasu, Happy New Year from the Marines, Sailors and civilian
employees of Marine Corps Installations Pacific and all of our camps across Okinawa!

MCIPAC'’s mission is to provide the Marine Corps operating forces with the support necessary to
do their job of responding quickly to any crisis, and we could not do that without the strong support
of our community. It has been a true honor and privilege to be a part of the local communities
adjacent to our bases here. We are delighted to share cultural, athletic, educational and community
relations events with our friends and neighbors throughout our local communities. The Marines
and Sailors of MCIPAC have remained very active in numerous events designed to build and foster
relationships, including open houses at every Marine Corps base or station on Okinawa, attended
by tens of thousands of Okinawan citizens. We remain committed to cooperating, coordinating and
communicating with our communities and regional partners and allies as we continually strengthen
long-term and mutually beneficial relationships.

I wish you all a prosperous new year in 2015.
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Cpl. James Geraghty, an instructor at the
Jungle Warfare Training Center, helps
a visitor at Junglefest Oct. 25 after she
completed a rappel down a 20-meter cliff.
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Former Nago mayor Yoshikazu Shimubukuro, sixth from left, and members of the Okinawa Northern Regional
Development Consul pose for a group photo in front of an MV-22B Osprey tiltrotor aircraft Oct. 16 at Marine
Corps Air Station Futenma, Okinawa, Japan. The group rode in an Osprey as it flew around le Shima and

then returned to MCAS Futenma. Shimubukuro currently serves as a special advisor to the Okinawa Northern
Region Development Consul. TRAEMRDERZNK (EM 5 6FE) LBt MthEiRERESD A V/N\—
M10A168., HBOXBEBTREMEEMTWN-22F X T LA - T4 FA—4 —MEEOFCTEEEET
K=, FL—TREARTLAI2FY, FIEZRAE LEXRMEMRICR -, SRKEHEE, dLEMmRER
ERDYFRIEER, Photo by Lance Cpl. Brittany A. James
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