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Gunnery Sgt. Larry LeClerc, 3rd Force Service Support Group, shakes hands
with Shunsuke Arai, who was saved by LeClerc from drowning. Ishikawa Police

honored LeClerc for his heroism on November 1. (See page 14 for story) 0000000000000 ooooooan
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New Year’s greetings

ooobooon

Takumi Okazaki
Director General, Naha Defense Administration Bureau

Happy New Year to the people of Okinawa and the U.S. military com-
munity. Since, as a Japanese proverb says, “If you start with a good New
Year’s day, the rest of the year will also be a good one,” people of Japan
welcome the first day of the year as a solemn one. Traditionally, Japanese
people visit a shrine at the beginning of the year to pray for the well-
being of their family. Although Japanese and Americans may spend the
day differently, concern for families is the same, re-
gardless of nationality.

I think that love of one’s family is a key to local
community development. People in the military com-
munity play a significant role in maintaining the peace
and security of Japan and the Pacific Asian region.
They are also active participants in their local com-
munities through volunteer efforts and other activi-
ties. While there had previously been little informa-
tion available regarding those activities, I am glad that
through this publication, “Okina Wa,” Okinawans can
now learn about numerous community efforts
proudly carried out by Marines and their families. It
is also extremely significant that people in the mili-
tary community have many exchanges with the local
population so as to learn about the culture and cus-
toms of Okinawa, thereby deepening a mutual un-
derstanding and building a trustful relationship.

Meanwhile, I realize that the lives of Okinawans are greatly affected
by having many U.S. military facilities located on Okinawa. To reduce the
burden Okinawan people bear, the SACO final agreement was approved
by the governments of Japan and the United States of America in De-
cember 1996. As a result, live-ammunition exercises which used to shut
down Prefectural Highway 104 were relocated to five different exercise
sites in mainland Japan. It is also now mandatory for privately owned
vehicles of servicemembers, civilians and their families to have a certain
level of insurance in addition to Japanese Compulsory Insurance. Addi-
tionally, sound-insulation walls to reduce noise generated by U.S. military
aircraft have been erected at several sites.

In regards to land return, which is the core of the SACO final agree-
ment, 11 facilities and areas, including Marine Corps Air Station Futenma,
are to be returned to Japan. We are making steady progress in those ef-
forts, thanks to understanding and cooperation from the local communi-
ties. In some cases, construction has already begun. We will continue our
efforts to realign, consolidate and reduce the U.S. military bases and fa-
cilities in Okinawa with a goal of bringing tangible results to the people
of Okinawa.

To live in peace, the nation’s security needs to be assured. However,
we realize it is important to lessen Okinawa’s heavy burden. We, the 470-
person staff at the Naha Defense Facilities Administration Bureau, also
fully realize our role as a conduit between the people of Okinawa and the
U. S. military; therefore, with a new determination, we will continue our
efforts to make steady progress in every aspect of the base issues.

On behalf of Naha DFAB, I wish you a Happy New Year.
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Marine Corps celebrates
227th birthday

Marine Corps Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Okinawa

On November 10, 1775, the United States Marine Corps was born.
In the course of its history, the Marine Corps’ tradition of celebrating
this day has been passed down from generation to generation. Therefore,
throughout the month of November each year, Marines throughout the
wortld, from Okinawa to California to Afghanistan, celebrate the Marine
Corps birthday.

Marines throughout Okinawa came together to commemorate the
Marine Corps’ 227th birthday with a uniform pageant and cake-cutting
ceremony at Camp Foster Now. 8.

Lt. Gen. Wallace C. Gregson, commanding general, 111 Marine
Expeditionary Force, cut the cake and spoke of the pride and honor of
being a Marine to hundreds of military servicemembers and civilian
dignitaries.

In keeping with tradition, pieces of cake were served first to the
guest of honor and the oldest and youngest Marines present at the
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ceremony.

During the uniform pageant, Marines displayed uniforms representing
16 different eras in Marine Corps history and reenacted the flag raising

that took place on Iwo Jima in February 1945.

The pageant Marines also performed in 20 birthday balls held at
different locations on the island during the month of November.
Whether a private or a general, whether celebrating a first or a 20th
Marine Corps birthday, the pageant was a reminder to all of what it oon

~ OO0

[S=Y
oo

O
O
O
U
U
O
O
U
U
O
O
U
U
U
O
O

Oogooooo
OO0goOd
00O

H

truly means to be a Marine and of the importance of their core

values: “honor, courage and commitment.”

Photo by Cpl. Cindy Pray

(left) Marines don a few of
the period uniforms worn
by their predecessors
since Nov. 10, 1775 during
the Corps’ 227th birthday
pageant and cake-cutting
ceremony held at Camp
Foster Nov. 8.
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(right) Staff Sgt. Miguel E.
Martinez, embarkation
chief, ATC Det. and New
York native, puts the
finishing touches on a cake
in preparation for a
birthday celebration held
on Nov.10 in Khandahar,
Afghanistan.
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7" Comm., Hikariga Oka
nursing home dedicate
friendship memorial

Marine Corps Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Okinawa

To commemorate their eight years of friendship, the Hikariga Oka
Nursing Home in Kin Village and the 7* Communication Battalion, 11T
Marine Expeditionary Force, held a dedication ceremony Sept. 26 for a
Ryukyu limestone monument presented to the nursing home by the unit.

The 455-kilogram monument, adorned with a marble plaque, represents
the foundation and future of the relationship between the Camp Hansen-
based battalion and the nursing home, said Marine officials.

“Thhis is the longest standing community relationship on Camp Hansen,”
said Capt. John Osborne, deputy camp commander, Camp Hansen.

The monument, placed in the courtyard at Hikariga Oka, was unveiled
while nursing home residents and staff and Matines and Sailors from 7™
Comm looked on.

The Marines came up with the idea of donating a monument in eatly
August to celebrate Hikariga’s Oka’s 10th anniversary. They then held a
month-long fund-raising drive during which approximately 700
servicemembers from the unit made donations, said Chiyoko Kochi, Camp
Hansen community relations specialist.

During their eight-year relationship, 7th Comm. has been sending about
20 Marines and Sailors to help the home with yard work and other
maintenance needs twice a month for three hours each time. In
appreciation, the home has hosted many events such as a moon-viewing
party and a New Yeat’s mochi (Japanese rice cake)-pounding social for
7th Comm.

The residents have enjoyed the company, companionship and long
talks with the Marines and Sailors, according to Haruo Ginoza, director
of the nursing home. “The Marines and Sailors remind the residents of
their grandchildren, who they don’t get to see as much as they would
like,” Ginoza said. “It makes them happy to have visitors that remind
them of their grandchildren.”

Ginoza said the staff has also benefited from the support that the
Marines and Sailors provide. “When we have needed
help, Camp Hansen has always been there for us.
7th Comm. is appreciated for its leadership and
support of the home.”

Likewise, the Marines and Sailors have
benefited from their relationship with Hikariga
Oka. “The [Okinawan] culture has a great
respect for the older generation,” said
Lieutenant Colonel James B. Miller,
commanding officer, 7'
Communication Battalion. “We can
definitely learn a lot from that.”

The relationship between 7th
Comm. and the nursing home is
important to both the community and
Camp Hansen, according to Ginoza,
who said he looks forward to many
more years of working together.
“Camp Hansen is part of the
community with Kin Town,” Ginoza
said. “We want to continue that
relationship and always welcome
Camp Hansen to the home.

IN AN EFFOET TO
FOSTER GOODWILL
BETWEEN THE FEOFLE
OF OEINAWA JAPAN
AND THE UNITED
BTATES OF AMERICA.
THE MARINEES AND
SAILORS OF THE
TTH COMMUNICATION
BATTALION FROUDLY
MAINTAIN THE GROUNDS
OF THE HIEARIGADEA

NURBING HOME.
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Marines and Sailors of 7th Communication Battalion, Il Marine
Expeditionary Force, recently observed eight years of friendship and
support to Hikariga Oka Nursing Home.
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Volunteer NATs help im-
prove English education

oooon
gooooo

1 ]

Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara
“Okina Wa” Editor

'To help their elementary school teachers improve their Fnglish conversation
teaching skills, Nakagami Education District held a teachers’ seminar at Shimashi
Elementary School in Ginowan City on September 20. Seventy-one teachets
who are in charge of English conversation education at their schools were invited
to observe three third-grade classes taught by teams of regular teachers and 20
volunteer Native Assistant Teachers (NAT) from MCAS Futenma.

According to Seikichi Shimabukuro, a teacher supervisor from the Nakagami
Education Office, this was the second time this year the District held a seminar
for English teachers. During the first session, held in August, teachers focused on
methods and materials they could use in their classes. “This time, we wanted the
teachers to see how they can apply what they learned during the summer session
in an actual classroom environment,” Shimabukuro said.

The subject of the day’s class was body parts, and during the 45-minute class
the regular teachers and NATSs used interac-
tive songs and games to create a fun environ-
ment that they believed would increase stu-
dents’ interest and the overall effectiveness of
the lesson.

After the class, a discussion seminat was
held for visiting teachers. “This was the first
time I saw team-teaching by other teachers and
NATS,” said Satoko Nashiro, a teacher at Sakata
Elementary School, Nishihara Town. Nashiro
said the NATs make the class more fun and
lively and that she believes her classes would
benefit from them as well. “I'm convinced
that for children to learn they need to be able
to enjoy their classes,” she said. Nashiro also
noted that “students copied everything the
NATs did, including pronunciation.”

Other visiting teachers agreed that the
NATS’ presence encouraged students to be
more interactive and therefore made the classes
not only mote fun but also more beneficial.

“It seemed students were more interactive

Gardner Williams, a volunteer from MCAS Futenma, asks
students at Shimashi Elementary School “What is this?” while
pointing at his nose during an observation class held on Sep. 20.
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with NATS in class,” said Ikuko Kamijo,a pgpppooooooooooooooOoOoOOOOOO

teacher at Iha Elementary SchoolinIshikawa 000000000000 00000O00O00O0 0ooooooooooooon

City. ““To improve effectiveness in my classes, oooooo

I'dlike to use NATS as well.” o D0000000000000000MNATOOO00000
Similarly positive views were offered by other visiting teachers inawritten OO OO OO0 O00O00OOONATO O OO OO0 0 000

evaluation of the classes they observed, with the predominant view beingex-

pressed by one teacher who wrote, “Students loved NATs and having interaction ONATOOODO0O0DDO000DD0oooooooonoooon

with them will encourage students to learn more, especially pronunciation.” O000000000000000000ooNoDooDnooon
Nakagami District began incorporating volunteer native English speakers oo oomooo0o0o00o00000000000

from the military community into English education at their elementaryand oo O0O000000000000O00O0

junior high schools three years ago. , 000000000000 D000NATOOO00000000
“Shimashi has used volunteer NATs longer than any other schoolsinthe oo onooOo0o0O000 3000

district and we feel that it’s been proven that their presence has improved our O0000000000000000000000000ONAT

English education program,” said Shimabukuro. 0000000000000000000000000000
For more information on using military community members as volunteer OO OooOo0 0000
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‘Toys for Tots’ brings
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Christmas joy to OODOO
Okinawa’s children oo
Kaori Tanahara oooooooo
“Okina Wa” Editor oooo

The U. S. Marine Cotps Reserve on Okinawa kicked off its 11" an- 00110000000
nual “Toys for Tots” campaign on November 15. During the five-week- Q0000000000
long campaign, Toys for Tots Okinawa branch hopes to collect 8,000 110 15000000000
new and unwrapped toys at various sites and events on military installa- OO0 Q00000000
tions throughout the island. O0o0o0ooo0oooooon

Toys for Tots’ goal is to bring happiness to children of military fami- g Q000000000
lies and local communities by providing gifts of new toys duringthe OO0 Q00000000
holiday season.

According to Staff Sgt. Crystal E.

Foxworth, assistant coordinator of
Okinawa Toys for Tots, children at the
Misaki School for physically handi-
capped were among the first ones to
receive toys this year. On December

6, a group of students, teachers and

volunteers from Killin Elementary

School on Camp Foster delivered three

bicycles and 330 toys to students at

Misaki.

This year, toys will also go to chil-
dren at the Amerasian School,
Okinawa School for the Blind,
Kagamigaoka and Awase schools for
the physically handicapped, Dojin
Hospital and Taichuen Orphanage.

Kentetsu Iramina, principal of
Okinawa School for the Blind, says the
Christmas gifts are a highpoint for his
students. “Children here look forward
to the gifts’ arrival every year,” he said.
“The gifts carry the goodwill of the
Marine Corps to them.”

Last year, Toys for Tots collected
about 11,000 toys, far exceeding their
goal of 8,000. More than 5,000 of
those toys were given to children at lo-
cal schools and orphanages, said
Foxworth.

She also noted that the success of
the Toys for Tots program depends
largely on the involvement of commu-
nity organizations, charitable groups
and business establishments working
in partnership with the local Toys for
Tots Program.

Photo by Cpl. Trevor M. Carlee

With help from the Marine Corps’ “Toys for Tots” program and a
volunteer group from Killin Elementary School on Camp Foster,
Santa Claus arrives a little early this year at Misaki School for the
physically handicapped.
gD oooo o
goodoooooooooooooooooooooooooa
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Toys for Tots began in 1947 when Marine Maj. William L. Hendricks OO QOO0 O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O
gathered a handful of Marine reservists from LLos Angelesand collected OO0 OO0 00000000
and distributed more than 5,000 toys to needy children on Christmas QOO QOQ0O00O000
Eve. gooooooooog

It was so successful that the Marine Corps adopted the programin QOO0 Q000000000

1948 and has sponsored it every year since then.
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Okinawan woman recognized
for aiding injured Marine

1 O]
OO

Marine Corps Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Okinawa

Thanksgiving is an American holiday when people gather to give thanks
for the good things they have and the good things that have happened to
them during the year. This year U.S. Marines gathered at Camp Foster on
November 27, the day before Thanksgiving, to give thanks for the kindness
of an Okinawan woman named Mrs. Gloria Hirayasu.

Colonel Timothy G. Learn, Camp Hansen camp commander, awarded
Mrs. Hirayasu a certificate of appreciation signed by Lt. Gen. Wallace C.
Gregson, Okinawa Area Coordintor and III Marine Expeditionary Force
commanding general, for providing “humanitarian assistance to a seriously
injured U.S. Marine.” That Marine was LtCol. James B. Miller, Commanding
Officer, 7" Communication Battalion, IIT Marine Expeditionary Force.

“I feel honored and very appreciated,” Hirayasu said. “The certificate
was too much recognition for what I did. T appreciate everything LtCol.
Miller has done since the accident, as well as the certificate I received from
the Marine Corps.”

On August 8 at approximately 6 p.m., Mrs. Hirayasu was opening her
“Beach Boys” restaurant in Onna Village for the evening when she saw a car
suddenly turn into Miller’s path. Trying to avoid a collision, Miller quickly
braked. The sudden stop caused him to fly over the top of his bike and land
on the curb, with the impact breaking his arm in multiple places. “My left
arm and wrist were badly broken. I could see the bones under my skin
protruding out in the wrong place,” said Miller.

Mrs. Hirayasu left her business to come to Miller’s aid. Examining the
broken arm, she expertly made an improvised splint out of cloth strips and a
board, which she sawed off from a larger piece of wood, to immobilize the
arm. She then took ice from her restaurant and applied it to his arm to
reduce swelling. She also brought a chair to help him rest and keep his arm
stable and stayed with him until his wife arrived to drive him to Camp Lester
Naval Hospital.

While driving to the hospital, Miller’s wife, Annete, examined the splinted
arm. “My wife is a nurse and looked at my arm and said, ‘you are going to be
thankful”

When Miller arrived at the Camp Lester Hospital Emergency room, the
hospital staff was able to treat the broken arm immediately because the splint
and ice had prevented the broken arm
from suffering further damage and swell-
ing. Dr. Dana Covey, Captain, U.S. Navy,
head of the hospital’s orthopedic clinic
said that the significantly reduced swell-
ing greatly aided their ability to diagnose
and initially set the fracture. After two
surgeries, six metal pins and a cast,
Miller’s arm is now healing with a good
prognosis for full recovery, thanks to Mrs
Hirayasu.

“I consider myself very fortunate,”
said Miller. “T have tremendous respect
for Mrs. Hirayasu. She was just opening
up her restaurant during the busiest sea-
son and did not have to help me. I was
glad to be the beneficiary of her kind-
ness.”

Miller often uses Mrs. Hirayasu’s kind-
ness as a positive example when encour-
aging his Marines to get involved with
helping the local community.

Finally, commenting on the on his bi-
cycle accident and meeting Mrs.
Hirayasu, Miller said, “A lot of good has
come out of this and I have a new
friend.”

goooooooooo
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Gloria Hirayasu receives a certificate of appreciation from Col.
Timothy G. Learn,Camp Hansen camp commander, for helping LtCol.
James B. Miller (right), 7th Communication Battalion, after he was
injured in a bicycle accident on August 8.
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New Year’s Greetings from Camp Commanders

ated by being stationed far from their own tamilies

ally advantageous exchange with local Japanese el-
ementary schools through our Volunteer English

gbobooooooboobobobooobon

CAmP KINSER and friends. doooobobooooooooooooon
CoMMANDER We continue to host Businessmen’s Luncheons Doododoononoodododon
where Okinawans and Americans exchange ideas and oooododoooooodogoon
COLONEL make friends. We opened the Camp to our neigh- poodooomodgooodoooon
Danny L. BRusH bors for events such as the Flea Market, Tedako Walk, U0 O0O000O0000000000OO00O0
Kinser Fest, Trick or Treat, Kinser Half Marathon, O O0000000000000000000O0
000000000 Kinser Christmas Parade and more. Lastyearwewere UU0000000000000000000000
ooo also thrilled to host the “Heart to Heart 9.11”event 0000000000000 0000000OO
in memory of the 11 September 2001 tragedy. gboboobooboooobobobzon
We feel fortunate to have been invited tolocal Q9 O 0 0 000000 OO0OOOO0OOOOO
ooo L. events. We always enjoy Urasoe City’s annual events: [JHeart to Heart 9.1100 000000000
ooooooao spring training for the Yakult Swallows, the Tedako OO0 Q000000000
Fest, and Urasoe Chamber of Commerce and Urasoe O0MoO0o0o0o0o00ooooooooon
Happy New Year to our friends in Okinawa! We  International Rotary Club gatherings. 0000000000 OooooOoooooo
at Camp Kinser appreciate your support during this Best wishes for the upcoming year. May the 00000000 00000o0oooooon
past year. We are especially grateful to the Urasoe  relationships we have fostered continue to grow. 0000000000 0000000000
City mayor’ office, Chamber of Commerce, Urasoe 00000MO000000000000 00000000000000000000
Interngthnal Rotary Club, D()]ln HOSpltal and Oo0oooooooooooooOooooon O0ooooooo
Nfﬁ“&%”?ﬁfﬁ“ﬁ“?“ﬁﬁfw 0000000000000000000 0000000000000000000
e 8 e . e Mg e S 00000000000000000000 00000000000000000000
p dooooobobooooooooooooo agoooo
I'd like to take this opportunity to wish all our ~ Futenma Flight Line Fair. Approximately 40,000
Okinawa friends and neighbors “Shinnen Akemashite ~ people attended the two-day event. We were espe- MCAS Futenma
Omedetoo Gozaimasu!” cially grateful to have the Ginowan Police participate ComMANDER
Throughout 2002, MCAS Futenma had a mutu- and the static display of JSDF aircraft. We look for-
watd to conducting the next Flight Line Fair in 2003. CoOLONEL

RicHARD W. LUEKING

Teaching Assistance Program (VETAP). Themore OOooQooOoO0O0O00000
than 600 sessions not only benefited students but were 20020 000000000000 00O0O ooooo
an invaluable cultural experience for our volunteer OO OO0 O0VETAPOO OO OO0 OO0 ooo
teachers. Additionally, air station volunteers provided OO OO0000000O0O00000
a special English teaching session to 71 teachersrep- OO OO OO0O00060000000 00O ooooo w.
resenting the Nakagami Board of Education District. OO OoOO0000000O00O0OD0O00 oooooo
Our VETAP goal this year is to increase the number O QOO0 O0O0000O000000OO00O0O
f students participating in the program. 0000000000000 oooooon Jdoddddo0o0o0oooooooooooo
In the coming year, MCAS Futenma Chaphinvol- oo p7i00000000000000 O00000O00000000O0O0O0O000O
unteers plan to conduct community relationsevents O O QOO0 000000 COOOO0OOO OO0OOCOO0O0OOCOOOOOOOOCOOOOC
t the Children’s Development Center (Okinawa City), vETAPO OO OO DD O0ODOODO0O0O0O0O0O 0400000000000000000O00
Aino Mura Seniors’ Home, Okinawa Christian OO QoQoQoOoO0O0O0O0000 gooooooooooooooooooo
Children’s Center and two joint events with the OO0 O0O0000000ODOODOOOO0O0OO0 OO0OO0O0O00O0O0O0COOOOO0O0O00OO0
JMSDE. O000000o0O0ooOoooooOooong OO00OO0OO000O0OO0O00DObOO0O0bobooOon
The highlight of 2002 was the return of the OO OO OOO0O0OOOOOOODOOOO oag
dC;llm'pfFos.t]j’:r and (}Zlamp Lestqr selrlvicemembe'rs Camps FOSTER&LESTER oo0o0o00000ooooooooooon
and their families wish everyone in the community
hapginess alr)ld go?dhhezéllth inkthe ulgcocr}ning yea? COMMANDER B g g g g B S S S% % % B EI EI % El g g B
s members of the Kitanakagusku, Ginowan City,
Ghatan and Okinawa City comgmunities, we are in- GLEN?JOt?\’;\IIE:GNER B E g B EI B E EDDDDDD DD DI:IE B El EI B B E
volved in our surroundings. In the past year, our resi- 0000000000000 0000000
dents donated hundreds of hours to cutting grass, doooooooooo 000000000000o0o0oooooon
washing windows, painting, and cleaning up beaches, s~ 1 OO0oooo0n 000000000000 00000000
schools and senior citizens homes. Many of our ooo 000000000000 0000000
servicemembers also teach English to local school 0000000000000 O00oo0o0n
children. Our IIT MEF band has played in several 00000000000 oOO000ooo0n
local events. Our base leaders have participated in ooo L. 0000000000 0000000000
many as well. Our sports tournaments included many oooooo 000000000000 00000000
Okinawan adult and children’s teams in baseball, bas-  ties in the upcoming year. This year we also hope to 000000000000 0000000
ketball, soccer and bowling. In the areas of crime  bring back a Camp Foster Festival. Again, we wish oo0o0o0o0o0o0o0oooooooooooon
and traffic safety, we shate the same concerns and we  success and happiness to all in the upcoming year. 00000
cgmmunicafle(Zlftenwithlocailpolicedelpartmeptslfo 00000000000000000000 O000000000000o0oooonn
iﬁﬁﬁﬁQ&iﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ?& 00000000000000000000 00000000000000000000
various charitics and ofeanizations. gbooooobobobobooobaonbo oobooooooooooobooooooono
We will conti t%'flfd' . goooobobooooboboboobo booboboobobobooboobboob
¢ Wi confime fo befvolved fh ouf commil QOO OOO00OO00O000000000 0000000000
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2002 was an exciting year for Camps Courtney Cawvps J 0000000000000 OooOoooon
nd McTureous as we shared numerous enjoyable (CourRTNEY&MCTUREOU 000D 000000ooooo0ooon
events with our gracious Gushikawa neighbors. COMMANDER Oo0O0O0OOoOOoOOoOooooooooon
Throughout the year, Americans from our Camps opooo00oooooooooooooon
helped teach English to local Okinawan school chil- COLONEL 00000000 00000o0oooooon
dren as part of the Assistant Language Teacher pro- Lee W. FReunD 0000000000000 0O0O0oDOooO
gram. In October, thousands of our residents en- 000000000 UoooooOoooog
joyed the bullfights, colorful parade, and excellent fire- canooooooooon oooooooooooooooooooon
works of the annual Gushikawa City festival. Also in g 00o00ooooo 00000000 0o0oooooooon
October, we enjoyed the Okinawan children who ooo Ooo0oooooooooooooooon
came on our camps to “trick or treat” on Halloween. O0o0ooooooooooooooooo
In December, American volunteers worked along- od w. ninininininininininininininininininEninln!
side their Gushikawa neighbors in the annual Tengan noooooo oooooooooooooooooooon
River Cleanup. Also in December, Camp Courtney — and sharing community as Gushikawa, and welook o OopQoOoOoOoDOoO0OO000000OO0O00O
opened its doors to our Okinawan friends for the  forward to a prosperous year in 2003 as we strive to OOo0O0O0OO0OO0OOoOooOooooooon
annual Courtney Christmas Festival. This event, high-  further our relationships with the wonderful people oo pooDOoOoDOoOOoOOO0O0O0
lighted by the performance of the Ryukyu-koku  of Okinawa. 000000000000 o0ooooon
Matsuri Daiko Drummers, is the premier event of 2020 0000000000000000 O00000000000000000000
ouryearandprovldcsagrcaFopportunItytOShare gobooboooboobooboobo gbobooooobobobooooogn
our holiday spirit with our neighbors. _ 00000000000000000000 O000000000000000000 2003
We feel fortunate to be located insuch a friendly OO O0OO0O0O000O0O0O00000 ooooooooon
Camp Hansen Friendship Festival, and Kanna Dam 000000000000 ooooooon
Cawp HansEN Festival. We have worked together at the Hikariga o000 o00O0000000
CommANDER Oka Nursing Home, bringing great happinesstothe QOO0 O0O00000000000 000
residents. We have shared in the cleanup of our OO OOOOOOOOOOO0O0O00O
CoLoNEL community beaches and parks as well as the English o opopoDoooooooooO0O00O0000
TivoTHY G. LEARN education of children in the local schools. Wehave OO0 OoO0O0000O0O00O0O0O0000
also welcomed together the community leadersand oo OoO0000000000000
LOOOOOOoooo students from Kin-Cho, Namizato Districts sistert Qoo OoOO0O000000O0O00O0O0O0O0O
' ooo community of Nagai City, Isasawa District, Yamagata 0000000000 000000010
Prefecture. . gboooooooboobobobobooogo
Oo0o000 6. It has been a special pleasure and blessingtowotk OO OOOO0OO0O0OOOOOOOOOO0O
= - ooooo closely with our gogd friends in the Kin Mayor’s of— O0o00o0o0ooooooon
= fice, the DFAO, Kin Chamber of Commerce, Kin 000000000000 o0oooooo
On behalf of the Marines, Sailors, and civilian ~ Bar Owners Association, and Ishikawa PD. Ilook OOopopooooo0o000O00000000
employees of Camp Hansen, allow me to wish the  forward to what we can do togetherasonecommu- OO pooOoO0O0O0O00000000O00O0
happiest of New Years to our many friends through-  nity in 2003 and wish each of youjoy, happiness,and o OopooOoOOoOOO0O000CO0OOOO0O
out Okinawa, especially in Kin-Cho and Ginoza, and  success in the coming year. Semper Fidelis. 000ooo0ooooooooooooo
Onna Villages. My first six months as the Camp uooooodoooooooobobold 0ODooo0ooOooooo03000000
Hansen Commander have been filled with greatjoy OO00000000000000000000 OOO0OOO0OOOOOOCOOOOOOOOOO
for the many accomplishments we have shared with 00 O000000000000000000 0OO0O0DOOOSemper FidelisOO OO0 0000O
you. We have shared our cultures in the Kin Festival, OO0 000000000 O00=000000
The year 2002 was a cultural bonanza for Camp As p:oud residents of _Henqko’s “11™ Residential
Schwab and our Okinawan neighbors. Striving to ~ Section and as Nago City neighbors, we hope to Camp Scriwas
strengthen the bond with our local communities, we ~ COntAUC these activities and will strive for more n- ComMANDER
participated in both the Henoko/Schwab Friendship ~ tetaction with our neighbors in the coming year. Wish
Committee and the Nago City/Schwab Liaison Com- you all a Happy New Year! CoLoNEL
mittee. Camp Schwab volunteers conducted ground O00000000o0oooooooon Drew A. BENNET
maintenance on Nago City beaches, Highway 329, M o002 0000000000000 000O0
the Airraku-en Leprosarium and at the Starof the OO OO0 O0OOO0OOOOOOOOOO oooooooooo
Ocean Catholic Kindergarten. In September we QOO0 O00000O0O0OO0O0O0O00 oono
hosted a block party to celebrate Friendship “Yuko”  OoOonoo0oo0OoO00O0000000O 3290
Day. Throughout the year we also participated inlo- OO0 00O00000000O00O0O0O . x o000 A.
cal cultural activities. Additionally, we helped more OO OOoOoOoOOO0OO0O00O00OO0O0OOO0O goooog
than 650 students weekly in two local elementary Q0000000000000 O0O0000O
schools with their English studies. In August, 250of 090U O0O0DO0O0OC0OOOOOCOOD QOD0D0DODO0OODOODOOOOOODO0
our servicemembers entertained 65 childrenand their OO0 00 0000000000000 0000000010000 00000000
chaperones from Nago City Single Mothers/Widows QO DODOO0000000O0O0O0O0000 $180000000000000000000
Welfare Association. We also hosted students from OO0 O0O0000000 20000 6500 Oo000o00ooooDuooooooonoo
Okinawa and Hokkaido under a student exchange Qo QopoOOD0DO000O000O0O0O000O00 QOOOOCOOCOOOOOOOO0OOO0
program between Nago City and Takikawa. InOcto- OO0 Q080 0025000000000 00000000000 00OoOOooooon
ber, 125 local children and 60 adults celebrated Hal- 0000000000000 650000 000000000 00000o0o0o0oon
loween aboard Camp Schwab. 0000000000000 0000000 0000000000000
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I would like to express my gratitude for this
opportunity to greet you at the beginning of
year 2003.

When I was given an opportunity to speak
about the relationship between Urasoe City and
Camp Kinser in this magazine’s inaugural issue,
I expressed appreciation for the agreement,

signed soon after my inauguration as mayor, that
allows emergency vehicles to access Camp
Kinser. In that article, T also asked for furthet]
cooperation in regard to issues concerning base
affairs.
To abolish disasters caused by tragic wars,
believe strenghtening the Japan-U.S. relationship
is the key to peace and stability not only in the
Asia and Pacific regions but also in the world.
I sincerely wish Marines and their families
and people in the military community great
hopes and happiness in the coming year.
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Happy new year!

I sincerely wish you all a bright and hopeful
new year.

I'd like to express my respect and apprecia-
tion toward Marines stationed on Okinawa for
their tremendous contributions in English edu-
cation programs and volunteer clean up activi-
ties at parks and coastlines in town.

The west coast area in our town has been
developed into the most lively and energetic area
within the prefecture, attracting many young
people every day. We constantly strive to assure
safety in every aspect as well as improving the
area’s attractions and convenience.

I’d like to ask your continuing support for
the town’s efforts in assuring safety and estab-
lishing a pleasant township. I hope our com-
bined efforts will result in great success this year,

and I wish all of you a fruitful year from the
bottom of my heart.
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I’d like to take this opportunity to extend to
everyone my sincere wish for a happy new year.

Last year, while tourism industries in both
Okinawa and the U.S. strived to recover from
the aftermath of the terrotism attacks in the U.S.,
we made efforts to prevent accidents and inci-
dents between the people of Okinawa and the
U.S. military. In this coming year, I realize that
more active international exchanges will be nec-
essary than ever before. Having exchanges in

vatious areas between two communities of dif-
ferent culture and history provides people with
a great opportunity to understand each other,
revitalize communities and, therefore, create]
hope for peace. Putting politics aside, Okinawans
and Americans need to maintain exchanges with)
cach other as part of Okinawa’s international
community. Let us begin the new year as “good
neighbors” with hopes and dreams for each
other.

®
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Happy New Year,

As the new year’s edition of “Okina Wa” is
published, I'd like to wish a joyous new year to
the Marines Corps on Okinawa and everyone
in the community.

Since the war, because of the many U. S.
military installations within its boundaries,

Okinawa City developed as a “temple town of
the base”and plays a central role in Ryukyu-U.
S. exchange projects.

As we all know, many events such as the
Okinawa International Carnival have been con-
ducted in cooperation with the U. S. military in
Okinawa.

I would also like to express my profound
gratitude for the participation of many volun-
teers from the military community who take part
in activities such as cleaning main streets, nurs
ing homes and welfare and other facilities.

Through these exchange projects, we will
continue to strive to achieve our goal of becom-
ing a “city of international tourism and culture|
filled with grace and energy,” while spreading
out a message of peace to the world.

Let us all work together for it!
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At the dawn of the year 2003, I'd like to ex-
tend my sincere wish for a happy new year to
the Marines, civilian workers and their families.
Since 1945 when the U.S. military installations
were established in Kin Town, Kin citizens and
the military community have been sharing the
town’s history. Having met many Americans and
learned their culture, people in Kin developed a
unique and distinctive culture you do not see in
other places.

Last year, Marines attached to Camp Hansen
inspired many Kin residents by contributing to
the Town’s beautification activities through vol-
unteer efforts such as cleaning beaches, parks
and nursing homes. As we welcome a new year,

I hope further development of the friendship
between Kin and Camp Hansen will foster our
mutual cooperation to ease the base issues.

Finally, I wish you happiness and good health)
from the bottom of my heart.
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Happy New Year.
As we welcome a brilliant “Year of the

Sheep,” I hope everyone stays healthy and ener-
getic throughout the year.

This is the 7" New Year since I became the
mayor of Ginoza Village. This year will be a
turning point for me since I was also born in

the “Year of the Sheep.” I will make every ef-
fort so that I'll have no regrets at the end of the year.

Last year, “Ginoza Server Firm” facilities
opened in our village, attracting 200 new jobs.

This year, “Kanna Taraso Okinawa” and
“Ginoza Village Culture Center (library and the-
atre buildings)” will open in the spring.

The foundation of Ginoza as the center of
Okianwa’s main island has been formed. With)
our inclusion as part of Okinawa’s information|
technology and tourism promotion zones, the
foundation has been laid for us to promote ouf
village as a retreat where people can enjoy our]
culture of health and our natural environment.

While providing half of its land area to U.S.
military installations, Ginoza will continue to
strive for village vitality and enrichment, utiliz-
ing abundant water and nature as its greatest
resources.

[+
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Marines and Sailors throughout Okinawa sponsored Hal-

loween events for local children. During a party hosted by
Marine Air Logistics Squadron, MCAS Futenma, at the
Okinawa Jido Center on Oct. 29, Children received candy,
had their faces painted, and visited a haunted house.

Meanwhile, on Oct. 31 at
Camp Schwab, 72 children
and 88 chaperones from the
Wonderful World English
School also received candy
and visited a haunted
house, while at Camp Fos-
ter, Marines helped children from Okinawa Children’s De-
velopment Center go house to house for Halloween treats.

Sanae Tamanaha at OCDC said, “Despite rain, children
had an exciting day. They are already looking forward to next
year’s trick or treating.”

\Happy

Halloween!
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(below) Shiina Inahuku (6) gets her face painted by Lance Cpl. Angie
Wilmot, hydraulics mechanic, Airframes Division, MALS-36, at the
Okinawa Jido Center Oct. 29

Photo by Cpl. Cindy L. Pray
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Photo by Cpl. Cindy L. Pray

Daisuke Goya (10), right, and Kiichi Kikuyama (10) from the Okinawa Jido Center enjoy the "haunted house" set up by Marines from MALS-36 Oct. 29.
0oo0o0oo0ooo0ooo0oooDooooooooooooooooooooDooooooooooDooooooC0mOooOoonono((10)

Photo by Cpl. Cindy L. Pray
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(left) Shiroma Ryugo (6) shows
off his skeleton costume when
Marines from MALS-36 visited
the Okinawa Jido Center

(right) Captain Frank Nicholas,
air officer, 3rd Recon hands
candy to a 12 year-old boy from
the Okinawa Children's
Development Center while
Lance Cpl. Michael Dennis,
Administrative clerk, IPAC,
Headquarters and Service
Battalion stands ready to wheel
him to the next house for more
Halloween treats on Camp
Foster on Oct. 31.
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Photo by Cpl. Krystal N. Leach
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Ishikawa Police honor
Marine hero

ooooooooo
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Marine Corps Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Okinawa

When Gunnery Sergeant Larry LeClerc didn’t show up on time for
dinner to celebrate his 18" wedding anniversary Oct 26, his wife Diane
was frustrated but not surprised. After all, “he has a habit of showing up
late,” she said.

He had taken their son fishing that day but had promised to be back
before datk so the two of them could celebrate.

“I was wondering where he could be having so much fun that he
would be late for our dinner,” Diane said.

When Larry got home later that night, Diane’s frustration turned to
joy when she found out that her overdue husband was a hero, for he had
saved two young Okinawan boys from drowning,

For his heroic efforts, LeClerc, equal opportunity representative, Head-
quarters & Service Company, 3rd Materiel Readiness Battalion, 3rd Force
Service Support Group, was presented a Letter of Appreciation and a
plaque by Ishikawa City Police Chief Hiroo Kinjo during a morning for-
mation at Ishikawa City Police Station on Nov. 1.

Shunsuke Arai (8), one of the two boys saved by LeClerc, and his
mother Tomoe, attended the ceremony to express their gratitude in per-
son to their hero.

The accident happened on Oct. 26 when LeClerc was fishing with his
son at a river running into Ishikawa Beach. As he was packing up to go
home, he found the two boys, who he saw eatlier playing in a shallow part
of the river, floating with their faces down in four-foot deep water.

LeClerc reached out for one of the boys from the seawall and pulled
him to safety before jumping into the water for the other child, Shunsuke,
who was still drifting into the tide. Shunsuke vomited a large amount of
seawater for several minutes as LeClerc compressed his stomach.

“The boy couldn’t sit up on his own and continued coughing,” said
LeClerc. “He wasn’t talking except he looked up at me and quietly said
“Thank you.”” Shunsuke then fell asleep in his arms, said LeClerc.

LeClerc used limited Japanese and gestures to ask a group of nearby
Japanese fishermen to call an ambulance.

Tomoe was at home when she
received a phone call from the
hospital where Shunsuke was ad-
mitted. She was told to come to
their emergency room for her son
immediately. Tomoe said it was a
tremendous relief when she ar-
rived at the hospital and found
out that while Shunsuke had
nearly drowned, he would re-
cover.

“The doctors said that my son
was very lucky to be alive. If it
weren’t for him (Gy LeClerk) sav-
ing him and providing adequate
first treatment at the site, my son
wouldn’t be here today. I cannot
thank him enough for that,” said
Tomoe through a translator.

“Anybody would have done
the same in that situation. I just
happened to be there,” said
LeClerc. “I’m just glad it is over

and the children are safe.” pooooooooogon
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Photo by Cpl Nathaniel C. Leblanc

Gunnery Sgt. Larry LeClerc, equal opportunity representative, H&S Co., 3rd
MRB, 3rd FSSG, accepts his awards from the Ishikawa Police.
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Congratulations!
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Ask Jun!

O00ICENTHALD!
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I noticed that some Marines are wearing different types of utility uniforms.
What is the difference between them?

0000000000000
oooooO0OO0OOoOoOOoOooaon
oooooo0oOooOOoOoooao
oooooo0oOooOoOooOon
oooooooo

Oo0oo0o0oOoO0OO0017000
oooo0O0O0O0oOOoO0oOooOooa0
oooooo

[\FDDDDDDDDDD O00000000OOOoO 0000000000000 poOoooooooooog
gg2500o0ooon googoooooooo- goooooooooogog googoooooooogg
Uo000000dbooboond warPatD0OD0O0O0OOCOO0O goooooooooogog goooooooooogn
DOoooooooooogn goooooooooog godoooooo0oooouon. opooooooao
DO00o0d0o0ooooodd varPpatOooOoooooono gooooooogoogo opoogno O
Oo0o0oooooooogg gooooooooooooo goooooooooogod
0000000000000 gomooooooooon ogoooooooooooa
DO0o0oooooooogn googoooooooogg ooooooooooooad
DO0000000odooduld poogoooooooooo
032000000000 poopooooooooOO
ogddL. ooooogd goooooooooboogn
0o0o0oooooooooo gooogoooogoogno
0o0o0oooooooooo goooooooooogd
Joooooooooon googoooooooogg
ooooooooooobon gooooooooooog
DOoodoooooooogog oooooooooogono
Jooooooono goooo
goooooooooon gooooogoooog
Dooo0oooooooood ooooooooooogg
DO0o0oooooooogn Oo0ooooooonoooo
goooooooooobon goooooooooogn
ogooooooooon gooooooooboooon
ogooooooooon goooooooooogn
Do0odoooooooogg oo0oooooooDoooono
0000000000000 QgooOO0OO00OO0O000 pooooo
Jooooooooooobon go0ooooooooooog
0og oooooag
. Our son is there and we don't get  as the general public.” (Sayu
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like.This will help! Thanks so
much. (Kathy Lackner, Arizona)
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| would like to read stories that
can tell us more about what ap-
proaches have been taken to pre-
vent human right violations
(meaning crimes) by both military
and Okinawa prefecture as well

HEHFEYHLMSLGWNEMDSED
HEEIZDONTHEIENTESD
T. @EERLTWEY, 71—
I—TINEDIRRD. BEINT
WADT, BInYET, (EFEH
IHB EtESA)

| enjoy reading your magazine
because | can learn more about
what is happening on military
bases, which | don’t normally get
to know. Information about flea
markets, etc. is also helpful. (Misa
Yamazato, Ginowan City)

(Continued on page 17)
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The Zukeran Base Taxi Mutual
Benefit Association(ZBTMBA),
consisting of 21 cab companies,
presented a check for $1,430 to
the American Red Cross
November 22.

Junji Motoe, ZBTMBA
chairman, along with Yasunori
Oshiro and Kanshin Yonahara
presented the check to Cecilia
Baize, Camp Foster’'s American
Red Cross station manager.
According to Motoe, each of the

143 members of the association
donated $10 to help the Red
Cross in their support of needy
children this time of year.

“We operate our business
here on Marine bases to support
ourselves and our families,” said
Oshiro. “We wanted to give
something back to the military
community.”

“We appreciate the support
from them. It's always helpful

Photo by Kaori Tanahara
Okinawa taxi companies donate to American Red Cross

when we get support from our
communities,” said Baize.

The donation was the second
one the Association made to the
American Red Cross this year. In
January, they donated $1,470 for
the victims of last year’s Sept. 11
terrorist attacks.

As an expression of their
gratitude, the ARC presented the
Association with a letter of
appreciation after the Nov 22
donation.
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(“Readers’ Voices” continued from

page 16)
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This is a great project. Keep up
the good work. I'd like to make
friends with cub scout people who
live on base. (Hiroshi Baba,
ltoman City)

| was stationed in MCAS Futenma
back in 1978 to 1980, and look-
ing at this webpage brings many
memories. May God bless you all
and keep you all safe. Semper Fi.
(Gilbert Sotuyo, Jr., Texas)
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PCSing in Jan. Just trying to get
current with local events. Semper
Fi. (Jason Boldenow, Texas)
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| often participate in exchanges
with the Marine Corps because
my husband is a member of Japa-
nese Self Defense Force. | don’t
even know much about the Self
Defense Force, so by reading
“Okina Wa,” | hope to learn more.
Because there was a base near
my parents’ house, Marines were
not strangers to me growing up.
When | was a student, | remem-
ber having English conversation
teachers who were Marines. | look
forward to reading this magazine.

@

Keep up the good work. I'm root-
ing for you at the foot of Mt. Fuiji.
(Kazumi Araki, Shizuoka)

e00DDODODOOO
DEAR OKINA WA
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READERS
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Thank you for taking the time to
read “Okina Wa.” Your com-
ments, suggestions and feedback
will help us improve!

Thank You.
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E-mail subscriptions to this publication are available on-line by visiting
www.okinawa.usme.mnil] okina_wa/ subseribe and completing the on-line
subscription form. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the latest
issue has been posted on the website. The publication can be
viewed in .PDF format on-line or downloaded off the web.

Okina Wa is an authorized publication of the United States

Marine Corps. It is published to inform Okinawan com-

munity leaders, educators and concerned organizations and
persons about U.S. Marine Corps activities on Okinawa and

in the region. The contents of Okina Wa are not necessarily official
views of, or endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government or De-
partment of Defense. It is published quarterly by the Consolidated
Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps Base Camp Butler 098-892-5111
ext. 645-0787.

Okina Wa is on the web at wwmw.okinawa.usme.mil/ okina_wa

Director, Consolidated Public
Commanding General, Marine Corps Affairs Office, Marine Corps
Base Camp S. D. Butler

Base Camp S. D. Butler

BGeN. TimoTHY R. LARSEN

May. JerrrEY L. BLav

Photo by Cpl. Trevor M. Carlee
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