Marines, Sailors and Okinawan Olympians gatherin a huddle during Camp

Hansen’s 2nd Annual Mini Special Olympics. (See story on page 6-7)
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New commander takes helm of
Marine Corps Base

Brigadier General James F. Flock
Commanding General, Marine Corps Base, Camp S. D. Butler,
Okinawa, Japan

On September 5 of this year, | took charge of one of the most dynamic
commands within the Marine Corps — Marine Corps Base Camp Smedley
D. Butler. Our command provides critical support and facilities for the
approximately 17,500 Marines and Sailors that are part of the Corps’ only
forward-based Marine Expeditionary Force. This means that our Marines
and Sailors are not merely deployed here to Okinawa,
but rather live here as part of the community. My-
self, my wife, Kelly; and our 3-year-old son, Jake;
along with the thousands of other Marines, Sailors
and their family members, live and work on Okinawa
alongside our Okinawan neighbors.

Over the past few months, | have witnessed the
unique union between our Marines and Sailors and
the Okinawan people. For years we have reached out
—and will continue to reach out — to our local neigh-
bors with the goal of becoming a part of their com-
munity and inviting them to become a part of ours.
This magazine, now in its second year of publica-
tion, is one of our latest efforts to share some in-
sight into how our two cultures and people have
come together and contributed to each others’ suc-
cess and prosperity. As Commander of Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler, | want to take this opportunity
to share with you my vision of our role and contri-
butions within this great community.

Marines have a tradition of involvement with local communities. We
are always willing to assist and work closely with community leaders in
order to find ways we can contribute to the communities. Simply put, it’s
the right thing to do.

In 2002, Marines on Okinawa participated in an average of 85 commu-
nity relations events each month, which added up to more than 1,000
community relations events throughout the year, involving more than
18,000 Marines and Sailors, and nearly 175,000 Okinawan citizens.

These events would not have been possible if it were not for the many
dedicated Marines, Sailors and their families who volunteer their time to
projects such as the Volunteer English Language Program, International
Beach Cleanup Days, and other charitable events whose proceeds were
donated directly to the local community. Organizations such as the Ameri-
can Women’s Welfare Association have provided more than $2 million to
local Okinawa charities in the past 10 years.

Our presence on Okinawa and our ties with one of our closest allies in
Asia — Japan — has served, and will continue to serve, as a stabilizing
influence that has maintained peace in the region for the past 58 years.
Moreover, Okinawa is evolving into a center of international exchange,
hosting events such as the G-8 Summit and the Pacific Island Summit.

As | continue my tenure, | look forward to continued efforts from our
Marines, Sailors and Okinawans to bridge our two cultures. Through
greater understanding and interaction, we will strengthen our alliance, en-
sure a more stable region and contribute to each other’s prosperity.
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Greetings from U.S.Consull] O 0O 0O 0O 0O 0O O

General on Okinawa

HEN
ooododoooodn

Consul General Thomas G. Reich

To all the Readers of Okina Wa, greetings !

I am Thomas Reich, U.S. Consul General on Okinawa. Dozo
Yorosiku Onegaishimasu. My wife, Seiko, and | are very happy to
have returned to Okinawa for an assignment that will last about
three years.

I assumed this position as of September 26.
This is my second tour of duty on Okinawa.
Actually, I am an “Uchinaa Muuku (one who is
married to an Okinawan woman).” | feel both
honored and glad to be able to come back to
Okinawa, my wife’'s home, and to serve as a
bridge between Okinawa and the United States.

Among those of you who are reading this
message, | suspect there may be some familiar
faces and names, those of people | worked with
during my previous 3-year assignment here from
1992 to 1995. | thank those people again for all
the support and cooperation | received during
that period. Itis really heartening to me to have
a chance to meet you again. To those of you
whom | will meet for the first time during this
tour of duty, your future support and guidance
will be really appreciated.

Now, as you know, the important duty of the
U. S. Consulate-General is to serve as a bridge
between the people of Okinawa and the U. S. in
fostering mutual understanding and friendship. The most practi-
cal way to deepen mutual understanding is for people who truly
understand both societies to share their knowledge. It is people
like you who read Okina Wa. | would like to have opportunities
to exchange views with you on such diverse subjects as politics,
military affairs, economics, education, culture, art, sport and other
disciplines.

At the Consulate General, we have a variety of programs which
are designed to help people better or deepen their understanding
about America. Programs such as the international visitors pro-
gram, speakers program and economic and industry delegation
program are just a few examples. We want the Consulate General
to be an organization that is open to the people of Okinawa and
we hope many will visit us. Please feel free to drop in. We're at
2564 Nishihara in Urasoe City, near exit 2 of the expressway.

I would like to extend my very best wishes for your continued
health and happiness, as well as for a better and closer Okinawa-U.
S. relationship.

“Ippe Nihede-biru”
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Marine Corps’ Criminal Investigation
Division receives award from Kyushu
Bureau of Health&Welfare

Story and photo by Sgt. Chris Eriksen

oodboodobodobood
obobobooooonn
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Close cooperation between Okinawa and Marine police resulted in the Jdddddoooooooooooooooooooo
breakup of a drug ring this summer. Jdddddddooooooooooodad
Okinawa’s Narcotics Control Office (NCO), Kyushu Regional Bureau of dooooooooooooobooo 1102000000
Health&Welfare, Ministry of Health, Labor&Welfare, presentedthe Criminal OO0 00000000000 OD0OOO0OOCODOCIDOOOOO
Investigation Division (CID)of the goooooocmooood
Provost Marshal’s Office, Marine oooad
Corps Base Camp S.D. Butler, with a Jddooooooooo
letter of appreciation Nov. 20 for its JdoooDoDmoo110d
help in the investigation. goooooooooood
“This award was to recognize goocipgoooooood
(CID/PMO) for their effort and co- ooooooooooood
operation with Japanese authorities in 0o0o0oooooooood
solving a case involving the illegal sale ooooooo
of marijuana, leading to 11 arrests this cioooooooooonog
summer,” said Masaaki Sunakozawa, ooooooooooood
Director, Okinawa NCO. oo0oooooooooogo
The investigation started with a 0oooopDoooooOoog
simple traffic stop that resulted in the dooooomoooood
discovery of illegal drugs, according ooooopoooooood
to Chief Warrant Officer Tony Mathis, doodoooooooood
officer in charge, CID. oooooooooooad
“It was PMO doing their job fol- (from left) Kuniki Umeda, Expert ofPharmaceuticaI Affairs, Compliance and pbououy
lowing proper traffic St_Op proced_ures Narcotics Division, Ministry of Health, Labor & Welfare; LtCol. Kevan Kvenlog, booooooodoon
that turned up a supplier,” he said. — proyostmarshal, Marine Corps Base; Masaaki Sunakozawa, director, Narcotics U 000 0000000CIDDO
According to Sunakozawa, CID  Control Office, Okinawa Branch; and CWO Tony Mathis, officerin charge, U 000000000000
provided NCO with valuable infor-  Criminal Investigation Division, PMO, MCB, display the letter of appreciaion 000000000 OO0
mation during the investigation lead- NCO presented to CID for cooperation in a recent narcotics case. 000000 oOoooooog
ing to a successful conclusiontothe DO OO0 ODODOOIOUIOOOOOOODOODOOODODOOO0ON OpopoOoOoO0o0o0ooooo
Case. 0000000000000000000000000000000 opopooOoo00ooooon
“CID contributed greatly bypro- JE0BO000000000000000000000000000  gogngpoooooon
viding us with tips and other impor- Hbobbobobbooobbooobbuod oooooooooooog
tant back-ground information about suspects during preliminary investiga- COOO0O0OOO0OO0OO0O0OO0OO0OO0O0ODOOOCDOOCDOOOCDOO
tions,” Sunakozawa said. 0o00000ooOoDoooDoooDoooDoooDooooDOon
“The first arrest was an end-user, an ex-service memberon Okinawawho OO0 0000000000000 0O0O0O
was involved in a chain of illegal marijuana sales. Investigation of the user goooooobooboobobooocibbooboono
helped us reach the highest level of the chain,” Sunakozawa added. 0oooooooooDoooooooooooocibood
“We were able to proceed quickly on this investigation becauseof the OO0 OO0O00000CO0COO0O0DMOOOOCOOODOO
mutual support CID and NCO provided each other,” said GunnerySgtt. 0000000000000 O0OO0O0OOOOOOOOOOO
Andrew Mosley, chief investigator, CID. “The testing of thesuspectnarcotic O OO0 0000000000000 0O0O0OOODOOODOOO
by NCO took only a few days where as if we had to have sentitbacktothe O O0O0OO0OO0O0OO0OO0OO0O0OO0OO0OO0OMM
states for testing it could have taken months to get the results back.” doooooooooooooooooooomood
The result of the joint investigation was clear, accordingto Sunakozawa. O O00O00000000000D0OOO0OOO0OOOOOOOOOO
“If we hadn’t arrested them, the illegal sale might have spreadevenfurther. 0 OO0 000000000000 OCOO0OO0DOO0OOOOOOOO
It was good that we put an end to it and prevented the use of illegal drugs,” OO OO0 00O
said Sunakozawa. 0oo0oOooDoooociboooooooooooDon
This case also demonstrated the potential of future joint investigations, D OO0 000 0000000000000 O0O0O0OOO0OOO
according to Mosley. 0ooooDooooboooOoooOooboooOmooobaon
“(The results of this case) show how quickly this type of activitycanbe OO OO0 O000000000O0O0OO0OOOOODOOODOOO
stopped when we work together,” he said. JdddoooopopooooooooOm
“Our common mission is to reduce narcotics use by all members, not just 0do0oooopooosopooooooobDoooooOon
SOFA personnel,” said LtCol. Kevan B. Kvenlog, PMO,MarineCorpsBase OO0 0000000 MM 0000000 ODOOOOOOOOO
Camp S D. Butler. Kvenlog said he is very proud of therelationshipPMOhas OO0 0 0000000000000 000O0ODOOOO0O0O
with Japanese law enforcement. do0oooooooooooooooooooooon



9th ESB, Hama Junior
High foster friendship

O O
O O
O O
1 O

Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

To foster friendship with Hama Junior High School on Hamahiga Island,
located off of Okinawa’s east coast, Marines and Sailors of the 9th Engineer
Support Battalion, 3d Force Service Support Group, took a Thanksgiving feast to
the small school November 18.

Twenty-two service members visited the school and received a warm welcome
from its 15 students, 10 teachers and staff members.

“Welcome to Hama Junior High School. We all have been looking forward to
this day;” said Yuto Oyakawa, class president, during the opening ceremony.

The school’s principal, Seiyu Oshiro, said, “Everyone at the school is very excited
to have an opportunity like today, allowing us to rekindle our friendship with the
Marine Corps.”

According to Hamahiga residents, the relationship between the Marine Corps
and Hamahiga Island began some 35 years ago when Marines of the 3rd Force
Service Regiment, now known as 3d FSSG, helped improve the island's infrastruc-
ture by building homes, a church, acommunity hall and two schools, one of which
was the Hama Junior High School.

In appreciation, Hamahiga residents built a memorial in honor of Col. Kermit
Shelly, then commander of 3 FSR, upon his death in 1968. Though Marines
eventually stopped visiting the island in 1972, residents continued to maintain
Shelly's memorial.

When the 9th ESB learned in June of this year about the Marine Corps’ past
relationship with Hamahiga, they began to rekindle the ties by assisting residents in
a cleanup of the island’s memorial sites and by participating in the island’s annual
Memorial Day service.

Thanksgiving gave the unit a perfect opportunity to reengage the Hamahiga
community, according to Maj. John Osborne, executive officer, 9th ESB.

To break the ice, service members, students and school officials played ground-
golf together. According to Osborne, both sides started out very shy, but after a few
minutes, all of sudden, they were laughing and joking.

After that, service members entertained students and school officials with a
traditional Thanksgiving dinner.

Curious about the food at first, students soon started to enjoy the taste of
Thanksgiving, which included roasted turkey, yams, pumpkin pie and more.

“I've never tasted turkey before, but it was really good,” said Toru Funakoshi,
9th grader. The Marines were very kind and he will remember everyone having fun
together for a long time, he added.

“Most of the time when we have com-
munity projects, people in the local com-
munity bring food or some of part of
their culture to us,” said Osborne. “This
time, it was a chance for us to bring ours
to them and show them a little of what
we do in the states this time of the year.”

The event was possible thanks to co-
operation from The Palms restaurant at
Camp Hansen and several Marine fami-
lies who prepared the meals, according to
Todd Orren, battalion chaplain.

“It was a historical day in away for the
school,” said Atsuko Shimabukuro, vice
principal. “We will remember Thanksgiv-
ing in connection with the wonderful
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people we met today,” she added.
“I really hope our friendship will grow
through more joint events in the future.”
oooooo

Marines and Sailors of the SthESB serve Thanksgiving dinner to students,
teachers and staff at Hama Junior High School.
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Camp Hansen hosts
2nd Annual Mini
Special Olympics
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Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

Okinawans and Marines shared a day of fun, cheers and smiles during
the Camp Hansen-sponsored 2nd Annual Mini Special Olympics held
aboard the base Nov. 28.

Approximately 150 Okinawan special Olympians from Enobi-no
Sato and Reimei-no Sato facilities for
the mentally challenged, located in
Ishikawa and Gushikawa cities re-
spectively, took part in the day’s
events. Participants ranged in age
from 18 to 62 and were supported
by approximately 300 Marine and
Sailor volunteers.

“This is an absolutely won-
derful event, and we are so happy to
host it this year again,” said Col.
Timothy G. Learn, Camp Hansen
camp commander. “I think the key
(to this event) is sharing with the
community. We need to continue to
share the responsibility to help each
other out and take care of each
other.”

The day began with an open-
ing ceremony. Following that, the
Olympians divided into eight teams
and participated in a number of
events including a kickball relay, bal-
loon stomp, frisbee-baton relay and
a tug-of-war. Throughout each
event, Marines and Sailors helped the
participants or cheered them on.

“For the people who are men-
tally challenged, events like this are
very important because they help
them unwind, express their emo-
tions, and expand their world,” said
Kozen Afuso, director, Reimei no-Sato. “American volunteers like these
service members are really good at communicating, opening themselves to
the mentally-challenged and just accepting them. It's something that we,
the Japanese, can learn from them,” he added.

“This Special Olympics shows the Marines care and believe all people
are very important,” said Navy Lt. Ronald Cox, Chaplain, Marine Corps
Base. “The Marines who volunteered got pleasure from giving their time
to others and developing new friendships,” he added.

After all the events were completed, service members hosted a barbe-
cue for residents and staff of the two homes.

The day ended with a closing ceremony in which Maj. Craig R. Dearth,
deputy camp commander, presented a certificate of appreciation to each
Okinawan participant and staff member.

“l was very impressed with how the Marines and Sailors made the
Olympics so exciting,” said Toyosada Afuso, director, Enobi-no Sato. “We're
thankful for all their efforts and for them making this such a fun and
successful event.”

gooooooooooooooo

Navy RP1 Wanda Wright, chaplain’s assistant, 12th Marine Regiment, and her
Okinawan teammates celebrate their team’s victory after a kickball-relay event
during the 2nd Annual Mini Special Olympics held on Camp Hansen.
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Emiko Omine, Enobi-no Sato resident, passes a frisbee baton to herteammate  Sadanori Uchima, an Enobi-no Sato resident and special olympian gets a “high
during Camp Hansen’s 2nd Annual Mini Special Olympics. Servicemembers five” from a supporter during the closing ceremony of Camp Hansen’s 2nd
participated in this event as escort runners. Annual Mini Special Olympics.
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Marines, Sailors and Okinawan special olympians participate in a ballon-stomping event Camp Hansen’s 2nd Annual Mini Special Olympics. In each event,
approximately 300 Hansen servicemembers volunteered to assist 150 Okinawan participants from two local facilities for the mentally-challenged.
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Camps Foster & Lester: Play- 0000000000 & OOOOO
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Sailors throughout Japan
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Marine Corps Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Okinawa
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LCpl. Eli Berry, Marine Wing Support Squadron-172, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, receives a thank-you card from Nariki
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Photo by Kaori Tanahara

Akamine, 9th grader, Chatan Junior High School at the end of an English class about Halloween. Marines from Camp

Foster volunteered to assist English teachers at Chatan Junior High upon the school’s request.
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Camp Foster, also known to Japanese as Camp Zukeran, is located in
south-central Okinawa and is named after Pfc. William A. Foster, who re-
ceived'd posthumous Medal of Honor for his actions during the Battle of
Okinawa.

Camp Foster is the headquarters of Marine Corps Bases Japan, which
oversees Marine Corps activities throughout Japan, and MCB Camp S. D.
Butler, which provides support and facilities for the Marines and Sailors
throughout the country.

1%t Marine Aircraft Wing (MAW) headquarters and four of its subordinate
units are also located on Camp Foster. 1% MAW performs an essential role in
Marine Corps air combat and combat support service missions.

Additionally, major units such as Headquarters and Service Battalion, Ma-
rine Corps Base; and 3 Transportation Support Battalion, 3 Force Service
Support Group are also located on Foster.

Camp Lester, known to Japanese as Camp Kuwae, is located north of
Camp Foster along Highway 58 and is adjacent to Chatan Town Office. The
camp bears the name of Hospital Apprentice 1% Class Fred F. Lester, who
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earned the Medal 0
the Battle of Okinawa.

Camp Lester is home to a U.S. Naval Hospital
that provides medical services to approximately
55,000 SOFA-status personnel on Okinawa. It is
the largest military hospital in the western Pacific
and has provided a yearlong internship program
for Japanese doctors since 1991.

Camps Foster and Lester support approxi-
mately 8,500 camp residents by providing hous-
ing, working areas, recreation, shopping and enter-
tainment facilities, and schools. Approximately
1,600 Japanese employees help provide necessary
support on the camps.

Residents of Camps Foster and Lester have
built and continually work to improve friendly re-
lationships with each of their four surrounding
communities: Ginowan City, Chatan Town,
Kitanakagusuku Village and Okinawa City. Camp
Foster hosts many festivals and sporting events
that are open to the local populace, including the
International Food Fair, Oktober Fest, Youth Bas-
ketball Tournament and much more. Service mem-
bers and their families also participate in activities
such as visiting local nursing homes, beach clean-
ups and teaching English at two elementary schools.

“We constantly strive to maintain a positive re-
lationship with our surrounding communities and

onor Tor nis actions auring

Photo by Sgt. Chris Eriksen

ties, and friendships,” said Col. Glenn L. Wagner,
camp commander for Camps Foster and Lester.
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(Left) Rinka Shuevoshi, 4, tries her hand at
basketball during the Oktoberfest on Camp Foster.
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lems arise, we try to work together to help resolve
the issues in a timely fashion and remain friends,”

to be viewed as an asset to our neighbors through “Like any personal relationship we have good ~ Wagner said.
our community service, employment opportuni-  days and bad days,” he added. “But when prob-
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Camp Kinser COMMANDER
CoLoNEL James A. KEssLER
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Debbi and | would like to wish
everyone a very happy new year. \We
are so glad to be a part of the Camp
Kinser family. This has truly been a
great year for the Camp. We have had
many activities aboard the Camp in
which the members of Urasoe City
have shown tremendous support. Like-
wise, we have been fortunate to par-
ticipate in many of the Urasoe City
community relations activities. With
these kinds of exchanges, our mutual

respect and cultural understanding
grows to higher levels. 1 am confident
that the upcoming year will provide
even greater opportunities for mutual
understanding and friendship building,
We are very blessed to be surrounded
by such a warm and welcoming com-
munity. | feel as though we have an
extended family here that spans two
distinct cultures. We wish you health
and prosperity in the coming year.
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MCAS Futenma ComMANDER

CoLoneL RicHarp W. LuekinG
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MCAS Futenma service members,
their families, and our civilian employ-
ees wish all our Okinawa friends and
neighbors a joyful, happy, and healthy
new year.

As residents of Ginowan City, we
strive to be productive and positive con-
tributors to the well being of the local
community. In the past year, our mem-
bers have donated hundreds of hours to
volunteering at local senior citizen cen-
ters, children’s development and educa-

cleanup campaigns. Many service and
family members regularly teach English
to local school children as part of our
Volunteer English Assistance Program.
Our volunteers have conducted over|
100 English sessions this past year. At
the request of the Ginowan City Edu-
cation Office, we have conducted a spe-
cial English teaching session to over 150
teachers and parents.

The highlight of 2003 was the
Futenma Flight Line Fair. Over 63,000
Okinawa residents attended the three-
day event. Additionally, throughout the
year MCAS Futenma hosted numerous
athletic events where local athletes com-
peted in running, biking, and swimming
competitions. We look forward to an-
other full year where the local commu-
nity has the opportunity to visit the air|
station and participate in cultural, ath-
letic, and educational events.
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Camps Foster&LesTER COMMANDER
CoLoneL GLeNN L. WaGNER
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Happy New Year to our friends and
neighbors in Ginowan City, Okinawa
City , Kitanakagusku and Chatan from
all of us at Camp Foster and Camp
Lester.

Over the past year we tried to be
engaged in the communities that sur-
round us. Our service members and
their families volunteered hundreds of
hours of their time cleaning up the local
beaches as well as washing windows and
mowing grass at homes for the elderly
and orphanages. Each week we send
volunteers to local schools to assist in
teaching English to children.

Our Staff Non Commissioned Of-
ficers Association donated several hun-
dreds of dollars to a local school for
children. Our Marine Officer Spouses
Club on Foster and our Navy Officer
Spouses Club on Lester, through the
American Women'’s Welfare Association,
donated thousands of dollars to a vari-
ety of charities on Okinawa.

Our camps host numerous sporting
events that are open to local teams. This
year we opened Camp Foster to the
public for the first time since 1997 as
we hosted Oktoberfest. Over 30,000
people attended this event.

Over the next year we will continue

to be involved in our communities in a?J
many positive ways as possible. We wan
to experience the culture and develop
friendships during our time with you
and contribute to the quality of life of]
Okinawa. We wish you good health and
happiness in the coming year.
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Mitsuo Gima
Urasoe City Mavor
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At the beginning of the year 2004,
| appreciate this opportunity to extend
new year’s greetings to you.

Urasoe City deepens its friendship
with Camp Kinser through events such
as the Kinser Festival, in which Urasoe
City participates, and the Tedako Walk,
which is hosted by our city in coopera-
tion with Camp Kinser.

Also, | am grateful for the agree-
ment that allows Urasoe City’s emer-
gency vehicles to access the camp. That
agreement is a great benefit to our com-
munity.

It is my hope that we will continue
to deepen mutual understanding and
cooperation.

I sincerely wish a bright and happy
new year for the Marines, their fami-
lies and U. S. military officials.
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Masakazu Nakasone
Okinawa City Mavor
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I would like to wish everyone &

hopeful and healthy new year.

Home of the vast Kadena Air Base,
Okinawa City has residents from more
than 30 different countries and there-
fore is a city rich with international
flavor. Despite a tumultuous history,
Okinawa City is currently a rapidly-
developing area. We will celebrate our|
international makeup and our history|
when we mark our 30™ birthday in
April.
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Yoichi lha
Ginowan City Mavor
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At the dawn of the glorious year
2004, 1 would like to extend my sin-
cere wish for a joyous new year.

December 2, 2003, the deadline seﬁ
for the total return of Futenma Air|
Station by the final agreement of SACO
(Special Action Committee on
Okinawa), has passed. In the agree-
ment, Futenma Air Station was to have
been fully returned within 5 to 7 years.

The rationale behind the return of
Futenma Air Station was to reduce the
military bases and, therefore, the bur-
den on the people of Okinawa. De-
spite an agreement on aircraft noise
restriction, some districts suffer from
noise levels that exceed accepted stan-
dards more than 200 times a day be-
cause of U.S. aircraft training. We can
no longer leave the situation as it is.

The U. S. government is now re-

We're proud of our city’s unique
character and celebrate it each year
with the “Okinawa International Car-
nival,” which is held in November and
conducted in cooperation with Marine
Corps and other U. S. military offi-
cials.

In the future, as I strive to expand
our international exchange programs
so that foreign nationals and citizens
of Okinawa city can interact with each
other on a daily basis, | would like to
ask for your continued support and co-
operation.

Finally, I wish you all a wonderful
year in 2004.

viewing its military bases overseas, in-
cluding ones on Okinawa. To reduce
the burden endured by the people of
Okinawa, Ginowan City strongly re-
quests that the U. S. government re-
duce its military presence here and re-
turn Futenma Air Station within five
years.

I would like to ask officials of the
U. S. government and military for your
sensible understanding and efforts as |
wish for a peaceful and prosperous 21%
century.
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Cawmps CourTtNey & McTureous
COMMANDER

CoLoNEL Davip A. KeLLEY
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Happy New Year from the Marines,
Sailors and families of Camp Courtney!
Camp Courtney (which includes Camp
McTureous) enjoys a wonderful and in-
teractive relationship with the local
communities.

Camp Courtney Marines, Sailors and
their families participated in the
Gushikawa Festival and Tengan River
cleanup and assisted in teaching English
at two elementary schools. We also
worked in unison with the local com-
munities to promote cultural apprecia-
tion and focus on specific areas such as
safe driving. Camp staff personnel meet
regularly with local leaders to discuss
activities and concerns.

Okinawa residents recently enjoyed

Camp Courtney’s Annual Christmas Fes
tival. Local Eisa Dancers and Taiko
Drummers trained over 30 of our resi-
dents during a two-month preparation
period so they could perform during the
annual Christmas Festival. Thanks to
the expert instruction, they did a great
job!" Camp Courtney hosted over 500
Okinawan children for Trick or Treat
festivities. Camp Courtney also boasts
the best Flea Market on Okinawa every|
month, so please make it an event to
come and enjoy soon!
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Camp HaNsEN COMMANDER
CoLoNEL TimoTHY G. LEARN
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Once again, it has been an honor for
Camp Hansen to share community ser-
vice and responsibility with our friends.
We have been able to share in many
different events and experiences in Kin-
Cho, Ginoza, and Onna. Events in-
cluded a Camp Hansen Easter egg hunt
for students from Kin, Kagei, Hamada,
Namizato and Suginoko Nursery
Schools. We also shared in the Onna
Village Festival, Kanna Dam Festival, a
Friendship Day Bowling Tournament,
and Moon Viewing party with the
Hikariga Oka Nursing Home. In addi-
tion we have continued to help teach
English to students at Iha and Kagei
Elementary Schools as well as the
Suginoko Nursery School. On 28 No-
vember, we sponsored our second an-
nual Special Olympics for the Reimei
no Sato & Enobi no Sato sheltered work
institutions.

We continue to be blessed with 4
spirit of cooperation and personal
friendship with the mayors’ offices of]
Kin, Ginoza, and Onna, as well as the
Kin DFAO, Chamber of Commerce, Bar
Owner’s Association, and the Ishikawa
Police Department. This is truly a won-
derful extended family that we share
together.

We look forward to another year of
shared friendship, community service,
and cultural exchanges. On behalf all
of us at Camp Hansen, we wish each of]
you a prosperous new year filled with
great joy and happiness.
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Camp GoNsALVEZ COMMANDER
LtCoL Antonio B. SmitH
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I would like to wish all of you a
Happy New Year! The Marines and
Sailors of Camp Gonsalves are looking
forward to another year of enjoyment
with our Okinawan friends. \We marvel
at the beauty of northern Okinawa and
we consider ourselves lucky to be able
to enjoy the spectacular scenery of north-
ern Okinawa. In the past, we have par-
ticipated in community activities with
the people of Higashi and we look for-
ward to future activities. Here at Camp
Gonsalves, we are always seeking op-
portunities to participate in community
events and enjoy friendly sporting
events. It is my hope that throughout

the next year we continue to foster a
positive relationship with all of the com-
munities in the vicinity of Camp

Do0oooboboooooooo
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Gonsalves. Again, | would like to wish
you all a prosperous and Happy New
Year!

doooooooooooo
agooog

goopoobooboooooo
dooooboooooooooao
doooooooooooood
dooooobooboooooa
Jooooobooooboooo
doooooooooooooo
dooooooooooooa
oo

gobobobooboobo
ddodooooouoooo
gooooooboooboboo
goooboooobooobobooo
gobooboooboooboobo
gboooobooboooooog
gooooooboooboboo
gobooobooboobo

ooooooomooboon
goooooobooobobooo
gooooboooooogobo
goooboooobooobobooo
goboooboobo

®




13

oo0oad
Ooooano
Tsuvoshi Gibu
Kin Town Mavor
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I'd like to extend my sincere wish
for a happy new year to the Marines,
their families, civilian workers, and
readers of Okina Wa.

Kin Town has many projects
planned for 2004. Specifically, our land
use plan for Ginbaru Training area,
Northern Okinawa Development
Plan, and sewage system development
plan are some of our town’s high pri-
ority projects.

In the coming year, the friendship
between Kin Town and Camp Hansen
will continue to be an important fac-
tor in preventing problems associated
with the presence of the U. S. military,
bases. As residents of Kin, our goal is
to further develop our existing friend-
ship and cooperate with each other to
make a fruitful year.

Finally, I wish you great happiness
from the bottom of my heart.
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Choichi Hentona
Chatan Town Mavor
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1 would like to express my deepest
respect and appreciation to the Marine
Corps for its tremendous efforts to
reach out to the local community|
through activities such as sport and
cultural exchanges and through par-
ticipation in various environmental
cleanups.

The west coast of Chatan has been
developing into a safe and pleasant areal
that attracts residents for activities such
as swimming and other sports and rec-
reation.

The northern area of Camp Kuwae,
which was returned to the city last year,
will provide badly-needed road acces-
sibility to the town’s office building.

I believe not only administrative
efforts but also cooperation from resi-
dents and visitors are necessary for a
town’s development. | would like to
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Kaoru Kvan
Kitanakaausuku Villaae
Mavor
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Happy New Year to the read-
ers of Okina Wa.

ask for your continued understanding
and cooperation in making our town a
secure and peaceful place for everyone
to enjoy.

As good neighbors, 1 also ask for
your continued friendship, and | wish
you all greater happiness than ever in
the upcoming year.

I sincerely wish you all a glorious
and healthy new year.

While the Japanese and U.S. gov-
ernments are trying to work together
as “good neighbors,” it is sad to see
accidents and incidents are still hap-
pening. | truly hope that service mem-
bers stationed on Okinawa will seek
to represent their country well and will
act accordingly. If the people of both
nations cooperate with each other, they
can make things happen which would
not have a chance on their own.

On an individual level, Okinawans
and Marines have excellent opportu-

nities to learn about each other’s cul-
ture through the volunteer activities
hosted by Marines. These activities and
the understanding they foster will help
Okinawa and the U. S. build an even
stronger relationship. As neighbors, let
us start the new year with a hope for
peace.
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The year 2003 saw Camp Schwab
continue to strengthen the bonds
of friendship with our Okinawan
neighbors. The Nago City/Camp
Schwab Liaison Meeting highlighted
our involvement in many of this
city’s events, to include the Cherry
Blossom Festival, Dragon Boat
Races, and the International Food
Fair. Camp Schwab, as the 11" Resi-
dential Section of Henoko, partici-
pated in many of this town’s activ-
ity through the year, most notably
it's Citizens’ Sports Day, Tug-O-War
Festival, and the Okinawan Style
Sumo Wrestling Tournament. The
Oura Wan Beach Splash highlighted
many open house events that Camp
Schwab hosted for the Okinawan
community this year. Furthermore,
Camp Schwab conducted multiple
educational programs designed to
further enhance local academic ef-
forts. Volunteers for these efforts

elped teach English to Okinawan
children in their schools and, start-
ing this year, to adult students in
classes conducted on base. Many|
volunteers from Camp Schwab also
helped in various area beautification
projects. We look forward to con-
tinuing these activities, as well ag
other interactions, in the coming
year.
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I sincerely wish the glorious year
2004 brings good health and pros-
perity to Marines on Okinawa, their
families, and U. S. military officials.

I would like to express my deep-
est gratitude for the Marine Corps’
cooperation in transporting waste
soil as well as their partnership in
various volunteer activities, includ-
ing coastal cleanups, which contrib-
uted to making our island beauti-
ful.

An economic slump in Japan and
the war in Iraq cast a dark cloud over
last year. Fortunately, it was also 4
year in which Okinawa saw a boost
in its tourism industry, which wag
greatly affected by the 9-11 terrorist
attacks in the States.

In addition to sophisticated in-
ternational issues, there are many|
local issues to be solved between
Okinawa and the U. S. military, in-
cluding the issue of the Futenma
Air Station relocation and its alter-
native site. However, | believe solu-
tions will be found if people of
both communities combine their
wisdom and consensus and build
on the great accomplishments that
Okinawa and the U.S. have achieved
by working hand in hand.

As “partners” living on the same
beautiful island of Okinawa, | sin-
cerely hope we will both strive greatly
together and have a fruitful yean
ahead of us.
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Marines and family mem-
bers help improve elemen-
tary English education

obobooooodon
odooodon

Story by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

With steady support from Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, Shimashi
Elementary School has had an English education curriculum for nearly
four years, longer than any other elementary school in the Ginowan district.

Having steady volunteers for so long has enabled students to learn “real
English” from native speakers while breaking barriers between themselves
and non-Japanese speakers at the same time, according to Naoko Uchimur,
Shimashi vice principal. “I constantly see students make efforts to commu-
nicate with the volunteers,” she said.

The continuous stream of volunteers also contributed to Ginowan
Board of Education designating Shimashi a “pilot school” earlier this year,
a status that allows them to research and develop elementary English pro-
grams under the supervision of GBE.

On Nov. 18, Shimashi invited more than 100 teachers, parents and
GBE officials to two English conversation classes, including a third-grade
class taught by a group of four volunteers from MCAS Futenma Air Base.

“l wanted parents and teachers to see what we've achieved together,”
said Uchimura.

With a gallery of people observing in the hallway, MCAS Futenma
volunteers taught a third-grade class using a variety of interactive methods
including songs, games and picture books.

“I remember students being very shy when we started teaching here,”
said SSgt. Andrew A. Perez, SNOIC, Air Freight Passenger Terminal,
MCAS Futenma. “But now they respond quickly to what we say and inter-
act well with us,” he added. Perez has been volunteering at Shimashi for
two years.

Uchimura said she received many positive comments from teachers and
parents about how actively students participated throughout the class.

“l came to realize that
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learning while having fun is i
the best way for children,” o0 et
said Nana Kaneshi, who '
along with her hushand
came to view their daughter’s
class. “No wonder my
daughter gets so excited
when she tells us about her
English class.”

Shimashi’s program is
very significant “because it
has been proven to be effec-
tive in helping students de-
velop listening comprehen-
sion skills,” said Takashi
Uezu, GBE teacher supervi-
sor. “We are hoping to have
exchanges with people and
schools on base so that we
can provide more chances
for students to practice what
they learn at school,” he
added.
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LCpl. CraigM. Weston, Air Freight Passenger Terminal, MCAS Futenma, teaches Shimashi students
how to say colors in English while parents and teachers watch during a demonstaration class.
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(Why do Marines wear the necklace-like thing called* dog tags?”
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including micro chips and GPS.
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“Super” dog tags incoporate high technology
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| decided to write to you because | was so
impressed with your website that | accidentally
found.

| am a company employee, living and working in
Okinawa away from my family. | never visited
Okinawa before my company transferred me here.
In fact, | was prejudiced against Okinawa because
ofthe negative images | had aboutthe “military base
problems.”

However, the friendliness of the U. S. service
members | often see at music bars near Gate Two
Streetin Kozais a strong contrastto the dark images
I had.

Then, | read “Okina Wa” today. | was moved
by the great humanity that the U. S. military on
Okinawa has exhibited and wondered if Japanese
people, including myself, would exhibit the same
traits if the situation was reversed. At the same
time, | cannot help feeling dubious about the “base
problems.”

Through this magazine, | want to help spread
the truth about the real U. S. military on Okinawa to
my family, friends, colleagues, and many more
Japanese people who probably have never been

paoeditor@mcbbutler.usmc.mil

0000 901-2300
0000000000000 BLDG.No.1 CPAO
ooooooo

O00000O0O098-892-5111
O0O0) 645-0787 (FAX) 645-3803

told or correctly told about them. (Makoto Hirase,
Naha City)
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| found out about “Okina Wa” in mid-January
of this year when | participated in an event. | am
very much interested in the magazine because of
the solid content and multicolored pages. | hope
that the circle of cultural exchanges will lead to
more interaction in our community. | look forward to
future editions of “Okina Wa.” (Chiyoko
Nakamatsu, Okinawa City)

oooooocOooooo

| got a copy of “Okina Wa” at the Camp
Courtney Christmas Festival. | like it because it
covers many exchanges between the U.S. military
and local communities.

When | was small, | used to play with Americans
living in my neighborhood. Now, | feel we are
separated by the fences. | think anti-American
sentiment would be eased if Okinawans had more
interaction with people within the fences. What do
you think?

“Okina Wa” bears a responsibility to help
with that. | know thatit is published quarterly. Would
it be possible to publish it every month similar to the
way local city offices do advertising events and
classified ads as well? | sometimes buy an
information magazine written only in English at Book
Box, but “Okina Wa” is a better source of
information for me. (Yukako Uehara, Naha City)
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Thank you for taking the time to read Okina Wa.
Your comments, suggestions and feedback will
help us improve!
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0 0O 0O 0O 0O (Community Relations Specialists) U 1 [
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OO0 O00((Ichino Kuba) 637-1886
O00000O (Elena Takaho) 636-2022
645-7766

622-9561

O0O000O(Chiyoko Kochi)  623-4509
lha) 625-2544
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E-mail subscriptions to this publication are available on-line by visiting
www.okinawa.usme.mil/okina_wa/subscribe and completing the on-line
subscription form. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the latest

issue has been posted on the website. The publication can be

viewed in .PDF format on-line or downloaded off the web.

Okina Wa is an authorized publication of the United States

Marine Corps. It is published to inform Okinawan commu-

nity leaders, educators and concerned organizations and per-

sons about U.S. Marine Corps activities on Okinawa and in the

region. The contents of Okina Wa are not necessarily official views of, or
endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government or Department of De-
fense. It is published quarterly by the Consolidated Public Affairs Office,
Marine Corps Base Camp Butler 098-892-5111 ext. 645-0787. Okina Wa
is on the web at

www.okinawa.usmc.mil/okina_wa.html
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